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In All Things, God Works for Good 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 NIV 

There is a story of a fisherman who was involved in a tragic shipwreck. Santiago owned a 

small boat and had a few guys working with him as fishermen. Santiago and his crew 

were used to fishing in the warm waters of the Caribbean Sea.  

One day as Santiago and his colleagues were fishing in high seas, a storm rose up and the 

whole crew was tossed overboard in choppy seas. Santiago found himself next to a life 

raft and scrambled aboard. His four shipmates, who fell into the sea at the same time, 

drowned as they struggled to join him.  

Santiago remained on the open sea without food and without hope. After drifting with sea 

currents for ten days, Santiago arrived with his raft at a small, uninhabited island. The 

survivor prayed fervently to God asking him to send someone to rescue him. Every day, 

Santiago hopefully surveyed the horizon for help. As time went by, the help Santiago was 

longing for seemed further and further away. 

Days became weeks, which in turn became months. Tired and hopeless, Santiago built a 

small little cabin to protect himself from the elements of nature and to protect the few 

possessions he had. But then one day after going on a walk looking for food, he returned 

and found the little hut in flames. The fire was burning out of control and the smoke rose 

into the sky. Santiago was confused and angry, and crying out to God he said, “How can 

you allow this to happen?” Lamenting his grim situation, Santiago fell asleep on the sand. 

Early next morning, Santiago was awakened by the sound of a ship that was approaching 

the island. He could not believe his eyes. Someone had finally come to rescue him. As he 

got in the boat, Santiago asked his rescuers, how did you know I was here? To his 

surprise, the sailors said to him, we saw the smoke signals you made. 

Dear church, all of us are very familiar with the popular saying that “everything happens 

for a reason.” I am not here to tell you “everything happens for a reason” because:  

1. I don’t like the saying. For me, these words are only a description of the law of 

cause and effect. Of course everything happens for a reason.  

a. I remember when my wife got pregnant with our first child. She came to 

tell me the news and with great excitement I said, how did it happen? She 

looked at me and said, “Really honey? How did it happen? “You don’t 

know how it happened.” My point with this story is that everything 

happens for a reason. 
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2. I am not here to tell you that everything happens for a reason because “everything 

happens for a reason” does not mean that there is always a hidden “good” behind 

the things that happen to us.  

“Everything happens for a reason” is not a hopeful statement to offer those suffering the 

consequences of senseless acts of violence, as a way to imply that there must be 

something good about the horrific event. Actually, in some cases, this saying could 

prevent us from looking at evil in the eye. For me, “everything happens for a reason” is 

not a source of encouragement. “Everything happens for a reason” is only a description 

of the law of cause and effect. It does not mean that there is always a hidden “good” 

behind the things that happen to us. 

Thus, I am not here to tell you “everything happens for a reason.” I am here to remind 

you that we serve a great, powerful God that in any and every situation works for the 

good of those who love him. We serve the One true God who, in perfect power, redeems 

and turns our wailing into dancing, our shortage into abundance, our darkness into light, 

our weaknesses into strengths, and the negative into a positive, even when there is 

nothing positive about our circumstances. We serve a God of opportunities who does not 

let suffering go to waste. Do you believe this? 

The Scripture lesson for the day comes from the letter of the Apostle Paul to the church 

in Rome. In the section of the letter we read today, Paul is telling us to consider that “our 

present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” 

(Romans 8:18 NIV). But with all honesty, we know it is difficult to understand these 

words when hardship knocks on our doors.  

I believe it can be difficult to live with the confidence that “in all things God works for 

the good of those who love him” when a mortal disease threatens your physical wellbeing 

or the health of those you love. It can be really hard to embrace this promise when you 

have to face the death of a child or deal with an addiction. Actually, it can be a challenge 

to believe that in everything God works for the good of those who love him when life 

seems to be nothing else but pain and suffering.  

So, our question this morning is, how can we cling to the promise that “in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him,” instead of drowning in the immensity of our 

problems? How can we trust God with our minds and with all our hearts without fixing 

our eyes on the difficulties? How can we follow the admonition of Solomon who wrote, 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart” (Proverbs 3:5)?  

The reason I am intentionally making the difference between the mind and the heart is 

because many of us don’t have an intellectual problem. We know the Bible affirms that 

God works for the good of those who love him. However, there are times we suffer from 

spiritual amnesia because we have not treasured God’s word in our hearts.  
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How can you treasure the word of God in your heart?  

1. By remembering the biblical story and knowing that we are part of that same 

story. 

The Bible is full of illustrations where God proves that He works for the good of those 

who love him. For instance: 

Daniel was taken captive to a foreign land. The new king imposed on him a new 

language, changed Daniel’s name (Belteshazzar), and tried to change his diet and 

tradition. Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den for practicing his faith, but after going 

through all these trials, the Bible says that God made Daniel to prosper. And, all the 

nations and peoples of every language in all the earth heard of the power and wonders of 

the God of Daniel (4:26-28). 

Joseph was subject to the hatred of his own brothers who sold him as a slave. He was 

falsely accused and unjustly condemned to prison. The cupbearer of the king, whom 

Joseph helped, forgot him. But God was always with Joseph. After experiencing treason 

and injustice, God made Joseph to prosper. Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of the whole 

land of Egypt, and because of it, the Hebrew people were saved from the famine.  

Job lost all his possessions, along with his children and his health. We can say that Job 

lost everything important to him yet remained faithful to God. After a prolonged season 

of suffering, God restored Job and blessed him with twice as much as he had before his 

trials began.  

Moses was born under unfavorable circumstances, lived as a fugitive for forty years for 

having killed an Egyptian, spent 80 years (2/3) of his life in the wilderness, and was 

subject to the many vicissitudes of human existence. After having a rough life, Moses 

said goodbye to the Hebrew people with these words: “The Lord himself goes before you 

and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged” (Deuteronomy 31:8 NIV). The Lord will never leave you nor forsake 

you, because nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

Jesus was born under abnormal conditions because there was no lodgin available for him 

and his parents. Several times, Jesus, God incarnate, was on the verge of being stoned by 

his opponents. The Master did not have a place where he could lay his head. It is true that 

many loved him but Jesus also had many adversaries who found a way to execute him. 

But God, through the not-too-easy life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, made 

salvation available to us.  
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If God did it with Job, Daniel, Joseph, Moses and many others, the Lord can do the same 

in your life. In fact, right at this moment God continues to work for the good of His 

people (those who love him). 

2. Remembering your own story  

Don’t look forward in fear; look backward in appreciation. Remember the unexpected tax 

refund, the timely counsel, the surprising call, the generosity of that complete stranger 

who saved your life, the time you knocked out cancer, the time you have been free from 

that uncomfortable disease, etc. Remember, be thankful, and know that our present 

sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Remember 

that God is redeeming, making all things new, and continually working for the good of 

those who love him.  

At times, life can be very painful. But, we can always live with the certainty that God 

works for the good of those who love him. So, next time you find yourself in the corner 

of trials and emotional distress do these things:  

• Remind yourself of the words of David and make them your own: … Weeping 

may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning. Psalm 30:5 NKJV 

• Imitate the faith of Job who in a critical moment said: … The LORD gave and the 

LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised. Job 1:21 NIV 

• Live with the confidence that there will come a time in your life when you are 

going to be able to say the words of Joseph: “God made me forget all my 

hardships… God has prospered me in the land of my sorrow” (Genesis 41:52 

MSG). 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is easy to get angry when things go wrong, but we should 

not lose heart because God is working in our lives at all times. Even in the midst of 

hardship and suffering, God is working for the good of those who love him. All things 

may not be good, but God can and will redeem all things for good. 

The next time you see your hut burning, remember that it may simply be a smoke signal 

that comes from the grace of God. For all the negative things that happen to us, we need 

to remind ourselves that God works for the good of those who love him. 


