
In-Person Services in the Sanctuary Guidelines 
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We will open the doors 15 minutes before the service begins. The doors will be fixed in the open 

position to minimize the touching of door handles and other surfaces. As you come in, there will 

be ushers who will greet you and guide you to a seat. We will be assigning seats in order to 

maximize seating capacity and guarantee the required social distance of six feet apart among 

worshippers. Seating in the sanctuary will be restricted to immediate family groups and/or people 

driving together to church. 

 

As you approach the main (red) entry doors, you will notice that we have marked the concrete to 

help you keep social distance. Also, we have marked six-foot distances from the entry doors to 

the sanctuary as well as from the welcoming area to the restrooms. We request everyone to be 

mindful and maintain social distance at all times. 

 

There should be no more than three people at a time in the restrooms. We will keep the bathroom 

doors open at all times to minimize touching of common surfaces. Please use paper towels and 

refrain from using the hot air hand dryer. 

 

In regards to worship itself, there will be changes. For instance, offerings will not be taken in the 

pews. Rather, offering plates will be placed in the area immediately leading to the sanctuary 

where you can drop your offering as you come in. As the service begins, the offering plates will 

be taken to a safe place and then two additional offering plates will be put out in the same 

location just before the end of the service. This way, people can leavetheir offerings as they exit.  

 

This first Sunday of the month, we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. Each 

attendee will pick up a prefilled Communion cup containing a sealed wafer and juice. The pre-

filled cup and wafer is a safe way for us to participate in the Lord’s Table under our current 

circumstances. The Communion elements will be placed in the area immediately leading to the 

sanctuary, near or by the offering plates. 

 

As you come in and get seated, you will notice that we have removed the hymnals, Bibles, 

attendance pads, prayer request cards, and other materials from the pews. If you have a prayer 

concern that you would like to share in worship, you can submit it on our website at least 30 

minutes prior to the worship service, or you may email or call the church office during the week. 

All hymns and Scripture readings will be projected on the screen. However, you are more than 

welcome to bring your own Bible. If you need a hymnal, you will be able to borrow one from the 

church and keep it with you for the duration of this extraordinary situation. We will have a 

station right in the lobby/welcoming area where you will be able to sign out a hymnal. 

 

We have installed six hand sanitizer stations in strategic areas around the building. Two of these 

are located in the narthex, one in the entry area, and one across from the bathrooms. 

Additionally, there will be push bottle dispensers of sanitizer placed on the window sills on each 

side of the sanctuary. Please wash or sanitize your hands frequently. This is part of our efforts to 

minimize the spread of Covid-19 by transmission from contaminated surfaces. 



As the worship service concludes, ushers will be responsible for dismissing the congregation row 

by row in order to maximize social distancing. The doors used to exit the church will be fixed in 

the open position. Again, this is to minimize the touching of door handles and other surfaces. 

 

Remember, for indoor gatherings, we request everyone to wear a mask. If you don’t have a 

mask, you can still come. We will be able to provide you with a mask as you enter the church. 

The mask you will receive is for you to keep. 

 

Although we have carefully considered the steps and procedures associated with the resumption 

of in-person gatherings, I know that there will be a learning curve as we begin to implement our 

plans and procedures may need to be modified in the coming weeks. So, I invite you to be open 

to changes as we continue on this journey. But, more importantly, “you must clothe yourselves 

with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each 

other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you 

must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect 

harmony” (Colossians 3:12-14). 

 


