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I am… 

I am… 
1 Peter 2:9-11 

Today, we have reaffirmed our faith in Jesus Christ. We have stated the tenets of our faith 

individually and as a community of believers. We have reminded ourselves of what it means to 

be a community of believers. We have reminded ourselves that as the body of Christ, we support 

one another and reach out to the world with our prayers, presence, witness and gifts. 

I believe it is important for us to remember the Christian doctrine. It’s important to keep in mind 

how we should live as a community of faith. It is important to remember who God is and who we 

are in God’s sight. So, as part of confirmation this morning, I want us to remember who we are 

in Christ Jesus.  

Most of us have experienced at some point an identity crisis. We know that these moments create 

chaos and disorientation in our lives. In those moments, we start believing things about ourselves 

that are not in keeping with God’s view of who we are. Sadly, there is always the risk for that 

detrimental belief of who we are to become a self-fulfilling prophecy.  We start acting and 

relating to people as if such a poor view was the absolute truth.  

Sometimes, the way people behave towards us triggers the crisis. There are times when we are 

treated like disposable material, a means to an end, a digit in a database, or a category in a chart. 

We are profiled and stereotyped as black, white, Hispanic, tall, short, skinny, chubby, rich, poor, 

educated, ignorant… you name it! As Max Lucado puts it, “… Society labels you like a can on 

an assembly line. Stupid. Unproductive. Slow learner. Fast talker. Quitter. Cheapskate... 

[dependent,]” 

These worthless claims sometimes generate a crisis and become part of a false self-image. Jesus 

said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy…” and I am certain that the most 

authentic part of our essence and identity is the first aimed target. Jesus said, “The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly.” John 

10:10 NIV 

In order for us to have life and have it abundantly, we need to always remember who we truly are 

in Jesus. Eric Geiger writes, “embracing and understanding our identity in Christ impacts how 

we live.”1 So, the way to experience abundant life is by moving from identity crisis to identity in 

Christ.  

The Bible has several things to say about our identity in Christ. However, I want to pay attention 

today to the words of the apostle Peter who reminds us of who we truly are in Christ Jesus. 

Again, listen to these words. 
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I am… 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 

in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, 

    but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 

    but now you have received mercy. 

Live as Servants of God 

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh 

that wage war against the soul. 1 Peter 2:9-11 NRSV 

Please listen to this… “Your identity isn’t in your possessions, talents, tattoos, kudos, or 

accomplishments.  Nor are you defined by your divorce, deformity, debt or dumb choices. You 

are God’s child… If God loves you, you must be worth loving.  If he wants to have you in his 

kingdom, then you must be worth having.  God’s grace invites you—no, requires you—to 

change your attitude about yourself and take sides with God against your feelings [those feelings 

that have been haunting you and are trying to instill a false sense of self] of rejection. Let these 

words cement in your heart a deep, satisfying, fear-quenching confidence that God will never let 

you go.”2 

Let us say together this wonderful truth of God that speaks of our identity in Christ. 

I am… 

1. A child of God 

2. A priest 

3. God’s bride 

4. God’s servant 

5. God’s friend 

6. An alien in this culture  

7. God’s ambassador 

8. A recipient of God’s mercy 

What does it mean?  

● As a child of God, you get to know and trust your perfect Father.  

● As a priest, you can enter and spend time in the presence of God anytime, anywhere.  

● As God’s bride, you get to be faithful to God; you can live pure because He declares you 

pure.  

● As God’s servant, you can serve gratefully.  
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I am… 

● As God's friend, you get to be in and enjoy the company of God.  

● As an alien in this culture, live differently; live for God's kingdom.  

● As God's ambassador, you get to represent and speak on behalf of God, a reviving Word 

to a world that is sinking in violence and death.3 

● As a recipient of mercy, you get to be a channel of God’s mercy. 

I encourage you to stamp on your heart the Word God’s speaking to us through the apostle Peter. 

Next time you are wondering about who you are, go through the list. This is what happens when 

you find your identity in Christ. 

Let’s take another look at Peter's reminder.  

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9 NIV 

Remind others of this beautiful message. Carry this Good News with you and share it, so others 

can live life to the fullest in Christ. 

Remember, “Your identity is from God and results in God being glorified. The end result of 

understanding your identity is that Christ is praised. The end result of understanding who you are 

in Christ is that you will honor and glorify God.”4 As you glorify God, you will experience the 

fullness of life that comes from knowing who we truly are in Jesus.  

Let us pray… 

Loving Father, you know us even before you formed us in our mother’s womb, before we were 

born you set us apart to proclaim and declare your wonderful deeds. Lord, we live in two 

competing realities: the reality of your kingdom and this earthly realm. Always help us to act in 

ways that are in accordance with who you say we are. Help us find our identity in Christ Jesus so 

that we can live loving, committed, confident lives. Today, we are reminded that we are yours 

and that nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. Be with us we pray, 

amen.  
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