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The Christmas Questions 

How Can This Be? 

Luke 1:26-38 

This is our second week pondering on “The Christmas Questions.”  Our last time together, we 

looked at the question Zechariah had in response to the news that he was about to become a 

father. Zechariah asked, “How can I be sure of this?”.  

We live in a culture that craves for, highly values, and even idolize certainty. You have probably 

felt the paralyzing effects that a lack of certainty creates. Or perhaps, at some point you have felt 

like you need to be sure before you take the next step. So, because of our limitations and social 

inclinations, we are very familiar with Zechariah’s question, “How can I be sure of this?”.  

But, as people of faith, we need to always remind ourselves that we worship a God of mystery, 

not certainty. Gog wants us to trust more in his power and wisdom and not worry about the 

limitations and uncertainties we face. This brings us to the question we are looking at this 

morning.  

The question we are pondering on today may sound very similar to the question Zechariah asked. 

Yet, it is unlike Zechariah’s question. So, stay tuned as we explore the question for today: “How 

Can This Be?”. 

Mary received the visit of a messenger, Gabriel. He was the same angel that met Zechariah 6 

months earlier at the temple, in the Most Holy place, as Zechariah was fulfilling his duties as a 

priest. Now, Gabriel had a message for Mary. She was about to become a mother. 

Like the account of Zechariah and Elizabeth, this is also a narrative of impossibilities. Mary’s 

pregnancy could not be possible for several reasons. From a social standpoint, Mary was not 

supposed to be a chosen one in God’s plan of salvation. In Mary’s society, nobody imagined that 

God could do great things through those who lived in Nazareth.   

Mary’s impossibilities are different than those of her relatives Elizabeth and Zechariah. She did 

not have a remarkable position in the social order of her time. She was not a priestess, nor the 

wife of a priest. Mary lived in a marginalized neighborhood. She was not old; rather, she was 

probably not more than a 15-year-old. Mary’s pregnancy was impossible not because of 

infertility and age, but because she was not married. She was a virgin. She had never been 

intimate with a man.  

So, Mary hears the message and she can’t believe her ears. She is going to have a baby! After 

she hears the message, she asks the question of the day, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

(v. 34).  



How Can This Be? 

 
 

2 

For sure, Mary is surprised; perhaps confused. The news she received defies the natural order. 

The announcement of the angel challenges the way we expect things to work. How can this be? 

We ask similar questions… 

• How can it be that God can turn ashes into beauty? 

• How can it be that God can turn rotten circumstances into fresh possibilities? 

• How can it be that God can dispel darkness, pain and sorrow when that seems to be the 

norm? 

The message of Christmas reminds us that God invades the space of our impossibilities and 

brings about Divine opportunities. The message the angel brought to Mary is a reminder that 

God is in control of the natural order; therefore, God has the power to create supernatural 

situations. God has the power to save, redeem and bless.  

The Christmas questions remind us that God has the ability to work outside of boundaries. The 

Christmas questions remind us that God can make a way where there seems to be no way. Do 

you believe God has the power to work outside of “normal boundaries?” 

Surprised, Mary asked, “How can this be?”. This question sounds pretty much like the question 

Zechariah had. However, the progression of the story leads me to believe that the driving force 

behind Mary’s question was not doubt.  

In a sense, Luke uses Mary to contrast Zechariah who doubted God because of his own 

limitations. Even though Mary and Zechariah are responding with similar words, they are not 

saying the same thing. How do I know this?  

Zechariah was punished for his unbelief, and we don’t see in this account Mary facing the same 

fate. This leads me to believe that even though Mary and Zechariah are using very similar words, 

they are expressing different feelings, emotions, and even convictions. 

Mary asked the question with amazement, wonder, and a child-like faith. In her excitement, 

Mary addresses the angel and says: “Hey!!! I have a question and by the way, just out of 

curiosity, how is it going to happen? I am a virgin.” I believe Mary asked the question out of 

wonder, not out of unbelief.   

I am sure that, at some point in our lives, we all have received good news and we have been 

filled with wonder. I am sure that, like Mary, we have wondered not out of skepticism but with 

amazement. That’s what childlike faith is about: standing in awe before the crazy, irrational, 

challenging, and at times wild power and love of God.  

Childlike faith is not childish faith, naïve faith, or immature faith. It is faith that is open to new 

possibilities that calls us to trust God beyond our line of sight. Childlike faith is not tamed by the 

principalities, powers, and circumstances of this world. It is not subdued to man-made 

ideological structures and preconceived notions full of limitations.  
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Childlike faith defies principalities and powers; it doesn’t conform to the pattern of the world. It 

speaks truth always. It seeks to thrive, not merely survive. It celebrates in the midst of chaos. It is 

resilient amidst tragedy and looks forward with anticipation. If you read Luke 1 in its entirety, 

you will see that this is the kind of faith displayed in Mary’s response. 

Mary was being called to be part of God’s salvific plan. All of us have been called to join God in 

the transformation of the world. How are we responding to God’s call? Do we answer with 

wonder and excitement or with doubt?  

Mary wondered!!! We wonder!!! And God has given us a message that will help us rest assured 

and be in complete admiration in the face of impossibilities.  

In response to her full-of-amazement question, the angel said to Mary: if you think that what I 

just told you is amazing, let me remind you of more amazing news. The news that is the 

foundation of this event and answers your very question. Hear the good news!!! 

For with God nothing is ever impossible and no word from God shall be without power or 

impossible of fulfillment. Luke 1:37 AMP 

We live in a world full of limitations. Our daily lives are full of limitations that go beyond what 

we can handle. But, I am not here to remind you of those limitations. The world will ring that 

bell for you. I am here to remind you that with God all things are possible. I am here to ask you 

to keep in your hearts the powerful Christmas message: God is not limited by anything. What 

seems impossible for us, God can do.  

 “The question that Mary’s story poses to us, each and every Christmas, is, when we face 

shocking news, potentially tragic news, news that seems to derail— or in fact does derail all our 

plans— will we move toward resilience? Will we listen for, and hear, the Holy that is somehow 

present in the midst of tragedy? Will we discern the word of God that has come to us, and give 

ourselves over, not to the tragic interpretation, but to that Word? Will we allow that word to 

grow within us, and allow the Word of grace, not the word of tragedy, to shape our course?”1 

Hear my invitation for you this morning. Next time the world reminds you of the titanic-size 

limitations that we face everywhere, be reminded of the message of Christmas, “With God All 

Things Are Possible.” Next time you find yourself wondering, remember that God is saying to 

his people “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you…” God will do things in your life and through your life you never expected. 

“For nothing is impossible with God.” 

 

 
1 Burkhart, Rob (2015-09-15). Five Questions of Christmas: Unlocking the Mystery (Kindle Locations 707-711). 

Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition. 


