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Great Things to Offer 

Acts 3:1-10 

“The teacher was helping one of her kindergarten students put on his boots. He asked for help, 

and she could see why. With her pulling and him pushing, the boots still didn’t want to go on. 

When the second boot was on, she had worked up a sweat. She almost whimpered when the little 

boy said, ‘Teacher, they’re on the wrong feet.’ 

She looked and sure enough, they were. It wasn’t any easier pulling the boots off than it was 

putting them on. She managed to keep her cool as together they worked to get the boots back 

on—this time on the right feet. 

The boy then announced, ‘These aren’t my boots.’ 

She bit her tongue rather than get right in his face and scream, ‘Why didn’t you say so?’ like she 

wanted to. Once again, she struggled to help him pull the ill-fitting boots off. 

He then said, ‘They’re my brother’s boots. My Mom made me wear them.’ 

She didn’t know if she should laugh or cry. She mustered up the grace and courage she had left 

to wrestle the boots on his feet again. 

She said, ‘Now, where are your mittens?’ 

He said, ‘I stuffed them in the toes of my boots…’”1 

Sometimes, helping people is a difficult and demanding task. Similarly, Christian ministry could 

be challenging and trying. Sometimes, when you think you have accomplished something, you 

realize that you have to start all over again; just like the teacher with the little boy. 

Christian mission in the world requires us to provide our hands to help others get up and get 

going. But, what does this mean? What is the most effective way we could help others get on 

their feet and moving? What are the things we can offer as we stretch our hands out in ministry 

with and to the world? 

These questions have been pondered upon by many. You have probably heard some of the most 

prevalent answers. I often hear people say, “We engage in Christian mission as we feed, clothe, 

give shelter and water, and provide for the needs of others.” I agree with this answer. It comes 

from the Bible (Matthew 25:31-46). However, I am convinced that there is more to Christian 

ministry.  

 
1 “Kindergarten Boots,” A Time to Laugh, accessed September 25, 2019, 

https://www.atimetolaugh.org/kindergartenboots.html  

https://www.atimetolaugh.org/kindergartenboots.html
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Our giving of food, water, clothes, and shelter is important, but it is not a holistic approach. 

Human beings are more than chewing and drinking machines. We are more than bodies to be 

protected, warmed, and covered. There is a hunger that food cannot satisfy. There is a thirst that 

liquids cannot quench. I ask then,  why limit our Christian mission to only providing for physical 

needs when we have great things to offer? 

Peter and John were on their way to the temple. It was about 3 p.m. The disciples were going to 

the temple because part of the daily practice of their faith was to pray at least three times.  

As they made their way, they saw how a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the 

temple. Peter and John were going to the temple to plead to God. The lame man was going to the 

temple to plead for alms. They were all heading towards the same destination, but with different 

purposes. 

It amazes me to see that even the Bible shows the various reasons why people go to the temple. 

Some go out of obligation, and others out of habit. Others go to have their needs met, and others 

go to have an encounter with God. The point is that we all are here for a reason.  

I am not going to make the mistake of saying what purpose is the purest. I have found myself 

responding to all of them. I still remember those Sunday mornings my mother forced me to go to 

church. I still remember the many times I went to the temple out of habit. I remember the days I 

went to the temple to strike a deal with God, as if the Lord were the genie of my lamp. Does 

anybody identify with that? Please, say amen! 

But there is good news!!! The reasons we come to God may fluctuate throughout our lives, but 

God is always the same. God’s grace does not change. God’s love will meet us right where we 

are regardless of our condition and intentions. 

I am so grateful for those Sunday mornings my mother forced me to go to church. When I went 

to church reluctantly, God’s steady drip of grace was softening my heart. When I went to the 

temple out of habit, God’s steady drip of grace was forming my character. When I went to 

church to strike a deal with God, God’s steady drip of grace disrupted my egocentric worldview 

and gave me a new vision and purpose in life. 

The lame person was about to have a similar experience. He was about to have a God-

orchestrated and transformational encounter. This interaction was to change his life for good. 

The lame was carried to the temple that day to plead for alms, and little did he know that he was 

about to jump in praise to God.  

Peter and John were about to enter the temple when the lame man saw them. I like to think that 

the lame man, with embarrassment— with his face down—, extended his hand to ask for money 

from the disciples. But as the story goes, the disciples had no dough. 
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Peter and John were financially broke that day, but by no means they were poor. You know the 

saying, “Being broke is a temporary situation. Being poor is a state of mind.”2 Peter and John did 

not have any money at the time, but they had great things to offer. 

The first thing the disciples gave this lame person was attention. Peter and John looked 

straight at him. Both disciples made visual contact with the lame. They wanted to establish a 

connection with this man. 

One of the great things we have to offer to the world is connection. One of the things social 

media has taught us is that people are longing for connection. People crave a touch of love and 

compassion. People want to be heard, understood, acknowledged, and appreciated. People yearn 

for meaningful and healthy connections. 

Looking at the lame man, Peter said: “Look at us!” Peter wanted to connect with the paralytic 

and he offered an invitation. Here is something we need to learn. As we seek to connect, we need 

to get close and be intentional about offering an invitation. So, at the request of Peter the man 

lifted up his eyes and gave his attention to the disciples. 

It would be easy for us to identify with the disciples. Yet, we need to recognize that there are 

certain areas of our lives where we feel paralyzed and we need healing. We experience 

“stuckness.” And, as people who are actively seeking wholeness, our responsibility in the process 

of being renewed calls us to respond to the invitation God extends to us through others. The 

process of becoming whole requires us to act as God calls for our attention.  

One of the things I learn from this biblical scene is that there is always a need to respond at the 

presentation of an offer. That’s exactly what the lame man did. At the request of Peter, the man 

gave his attention to the disciples.  

Remember, John and Peter did not have any money. However, their lack of finances did not 

prevent them from offering something great to this man. So, Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not 

have but what I have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” (v. 6). The 

disciples not only connected with the lame man, but they also connected the paralytic with the 

source of salvation.  

“In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk…” The gift of healing, of a new reality, of a new 

life, and a new way of being was presented in the name of Jesus. The real solution for this man’s 

situation was not a couple of golden or silver coins. Offering coins was a temporary fix. Money 

did not address the real needs of this man.  

Nothing but Jesus can really satisfy. As the old hymn says, Jesus is the answer… We need to go 

about our Christian mission in the world in the wonderful, beautiful, and powerful name of Jesus. 

 
2 Mike Todd, “BrainyQuote.com,” BrainyMedia Inc, 2019, accessed September 25, 2019, 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/mike_todd_392262 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/mike_todd_392262
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Certainly, we need to feed, clothe, and give shelter. Still, the greatest act of love we can perform 

for our fellow human beings is to verbally and intentionally introduce them to Jesus. Hope, 

peace, rest, and meaning, is found in Jesus. New beginnings are offered through Jesus. True life 

is in Jesus. We will be doing a great disservice to humanity if we, people of the Christian faith, 

don’t offer Jesus Christ to the world.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk, get out of 

debilitating situations, be empowered to do and offer great things.  

Here is what happened next. Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up.  

Many times, we see ourselves as limited people, because we don’t have ample resources. Yet, 

the text is telling us that even when we lack financial means, we can offer our hands to lift others 

up. The text is telling us that you and I are the greatest assets God has in the world. 

As followers of Christ we have great things to offer. We can always offer: 

1. Open hearts and open minds ready for a sincere connection… 

2. Hands ready to help others get up… 

3. The hope, life and the Good News of Jesus Christ… 

You have great things to offer…  

There is something else I want us to see in the text. After Peter asked the paralytic to, “look at 

us,” the Bible says that “the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them” 

(v. 5). What was he expecting? Most likely he extended his hand expecting money. For sure, he 

was not expecting a couple of guys to help him get up.  

This is a crucial moment. The idea this lame man had of what help is or should be was 

challenged that day. I am inspired by what happens at this moment of the story. The paralytic 

extends a hand and he receives a hand back, then he takes it.  

Every time we extend our hands seeking help, we need to be ready to grasp the helping hand we 

are offered, even when what we receive is something that is very unexpected and challenges 

every notion of what help should look like.  

There are times people seek help with an agenda. They want help as long as it aligns with what 

they are looking for and they see fit for their situation. But this lame man is teaching us that a 

genuine call for help is always open to that which is unanticipated.  

The story reminds us that God may bring relief in a totally different way than the one we expect. 

The story reminds us that for us to experience liberation, we need to be open to God’s work and 

put aside any agendas we may have.  

Dear church, you have great things to offer. You can offer:  

1. Open hearts and open minds ready for a sincere connection… 
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2. Hands ready to help others get up… 

3. The hope, life and the Good News of Jesus Christ… 

4. Creative solutions, a vision that goes beyond the limitations we experience. 

5. The awareness that God works in unconventional ways.   

6. An invitation for others to accept the unanticipated work God is doing in our 

surroundings. 

These are great things we have to offer… 

 

  



Great Things to Offer 6 

Benediction 

The same power that rose Jesus from the dead lives in you! 

The Light of the World is in you! 

The Hope of nations knows you and you know him, Jesus the Christ! 

You have great things to offer! 

Go into the world in the wonderful, beautiful, and powerful name of Jesus  

and be a beacon of God’s light. Go light your world. Amen.   


