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God’s time is NOW 
The Lord said to Joshua: “Moses my servant is dead. NOW then, you and all these people, get 

ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them —to the Israelites. 

Joshua 1:2 NIV 

You have heard the saying: “Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift from 

God, which is why we call it the present.” 

Mother Theresa said, “Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let 

us begin.” 

In the last couple of weeks, we have been talking about change…  

1. What to do when change happens to us: PRAY.  

2. We learned that God asks us to be ready because change happens, but we also 

learned God wants us to make change happen.  

3. We said that to make change happen, we have to face the giants calling out our 

names… 

But, the question for us this morning is: When do we start living this reality of praying, making 

change happen, and facing the giants? 

Many times, we procrastinate. We keep postponing things for tomorrow. We think we have 

enough time and then, all of a sudden, we realize that we are running out of time. When are we 

supposed to face our giants? When is a good time to make change happen? 

The Hebrew people were on the verge of entering the Promised Land. This is the moment they 

had been anticipating for many years.  It is in the midst of this transition that the Lord said to 

Joshua, “NOW then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I 

am about to give to them” (Joshua 1:2). “Joshua, it is time to move on with the plans. Let’s 

begin to seize the future, NOW.” 

When I think about what is taking place in this passage, many things come to mind. But, the 

word that strikes me the most in this portion of Scripture is NOW. God said, “Let’s take hold of 

the Promised Land and let’s begin now.”  

Have you found yourselves longing for a transition to a new, healthier, more rewarding season in 

your lives? I believe the Scripture is telling us that there is no better time to take hold of that 

future than NOW. The time that God is providing for us to do something of value with our 

lives is the PRESENT moment. The time to cross into a new reality is NOW. There is no better 

time for us to start living our “Promised Land” moments than NOW.  
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This is not a philosophy or a thought that we should only think about. This is a reality that must 

be acted upon. Saying that there is no better time to seize a more fruitful future than NOW needs 

to be confirmed and reaffirmed with our actions.  

If you long to step into the land of sobriety, if you long to enter into a territory free of any 

compulsive behaviors, you have to do something about it NOW. Make the phone call… join a 

support group… commit to a program… find a counselor… find an accountability partner… 

Perhaps your situation is different…  

• If you want to get out of debt, begin NOW by getting really familiar with your finances… 

Assess and know how big of a giant you are facing, how big of a hole you have in your 

pocket… seek help…look for options… set goals…  

• If you sense it is time to find a new career, start polishing your resume… go back to 

school… learn new skills… make new connections… 

• If you want to be healthier physically… go home and put in the trashcan all the junk food 

you have in your cupboard… begin a diet… exercise…  

• If you want meaningful relationships, be intentional about setting aside time for you to 

spend with the people God has placed in your life…  

• If you want to grow in the faith, join a Bible study group… be more intentional about 

coming to church and gathering with other believers…  

I don’ t fully know your situation… but this I know: if you want a more fruitful future there is 

something you can do NOW that will lead you into what’s in store. 

God told Moses, “NOW … get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give 

to them” (Joshua 1:2). 

This same “NOW” was given to the Jewish people long before this moment took place. Forty 

years prior to this moment, God through Caleb had given the “NOW” to the people of Israel. 

This is what the Bible says: “Caleb tried to quiet the people as they stood before Moses. “Let’s 

go at once (NOW) to take the land,” he said. “We can certainly conquer it!” (Numbers 13:30 

NLT). 

You may be wondering, why it took so long for the Jewish people to enter the Promised Land if 

God gave them the NOW forty years prior to this moment?  

There were two main things that the people did that were detrimental to them…  

1. They set their eyes on the things they believed they couldn’t do. Instead of giving their 

full and undivided attention to the things they could do, they fixed their attention on those 

things that seemed beyond their capabilities…  
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a. They forgot that we create capacity as we take one step after the other… You may 

not be fully capable of defeating your giant today, but as you take a step now, and 

then another step today and every day, God will increase your capacity to take 

down the giants in your life. 

b. They forgot that giants are defeated as we take steps toward the battle line… and 

there is no better time to make the first move, to take the first step, than now…  

2. Because the Israelites set their eyes on the things they believed they couldn’t do, they 

made excuses… Next time you find yourself making an excuse, make sure you are not 

focusing on the things that are beyond your control…  

a. The big excuse of the Israelites was: “Next to them we are grasshoppers…” 

b. Giants are defeated not with excuses and complaining, but with valor, discipline 

and consistency…  

These were some of the reasons why a forty-day trip became a journey of forty years. The people 

delayed the “NOW” of God, and at least two things had to happen before the people could 

conquer the land God had promised them. 

• A mass funeral 

More than a million people died in the desert because of their negativity. Over a hundred people 

were buried in the camp of Israel daily. All the negative people had to die before the rest of the 

people could conquer the land.  

This means that God will keep you in the desert until your low self-esteem is buried. You have to 

put to death the “I cannot,” “I have not enough,” “I am always short of something,” “I’m a 

grasshopper,” “It won’t happen.” God will not allow us to enjoy what He has promised until we 

bury our negative thoughts and our grasshopper mentality. 

• A private funeral 

There had to be a private funeral before the people could access the Promised Land. Moses had 

to die. The death of Moses tells that what brought the people out of Egypt is not what will take 

the people to the Promised Land. Moses was a key person while God delivered Israel out of 

slavery, but his strategies were not useful when it came to take the people into the new land.  

Moses typifies the tradition, what you have learned. Many people say, “I will not do this, 

because I was never taught that way.” That way of thinking must die if we want to live in the 

“NOW” of God. 

Personally, I have to bury my tradition every day (and more than once). Things that for me were 

helpful in the past, no longer serve me well today. Just because something worked yesterday 

does not mean that is going to work tomorrow. Past success does not guarantee future success. 
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Until the “we've never done it that way" gets buried, we will not be ready for the new things God 

wants us to have. 

In order to enter and live in the “NOW” of God we must bury the negativity and also some of the 

things of tradition. We must be teachable and learn new things, in order to receive new things 

from God.  

I know I have much to learn. I hope to keep learning until I breathe my last. I know you have 

much to teach me, and together we have a bunch to learn. But in the process, we must open our 

minds and hearts to the new. God is telling us “NOW” is the time. 

Jesus said, “You cannot put new wine into old wineskins because if you do so, the wineskin 

breaks.” (Myself paraphrasing Mark 2:22) 

What the Lord Jesus is trying to say with this illustration is that He has new wine to give us, but 

that will not happen until we renew our wineskins. God loves the old wineskins so much that He 

prefers not to put new wine in them because He knows that by doing so, they will break. God 

protects the old wineskins. God is not going to give us new wine until we are ready to receive it. 

God is the God of “NOW.” God’s name (I Am) indicates present tense. My longing is that we 

start focusing on the things we can do “NOW” to contribute to a better future. My prayer is that 

we decide to bury the negativity and the less useful things of tradition to start moving towards 

the Promised Land.  

God’s time is NOW…  

 

 


