
God’s Love Wins 

Friends, when we think of Easter and the resurrection of Christ we think 

about God’s love. We think of the gift of Christ’s sacrifice sent to us by 

God’s love and realize a true love that conquers all.  God’s Love is 

enough to heal us, to save us; it is what motivates us into a great spiritual 

relationship with God that lasts forever. Pondering the acts and 

experiences of love that occur during Holy Week, we see that Jesus is 

eager to answer any doubts or questions and to prove that God’s love is 

enough! 

In the Gospel of Luke, we read that Jesus knows what is about to happen 

to him; we find him not a victim but a willing participant in oncoming 

events that would save the world. He accepts what he must do and what 

must be done to him. Jesus, in all the correct ways, was and is a savior 

that is eager to allow all these things to take place that would make 

forgiveness of sin possible. 

Why would Jesus be willing for these events to occur? Because the 

world has to know that God’s love conquers all. Jesus not only wants 

to respond to that question, he not only wants to answer it, but Jesus 

wants to prove in an unquestionable, un-reversible manner, that God’s 

love is enough! 

And that is the focus, the drive, the reality of this Easter Sunday. 

God’s love is enough! God’s love persists even as Jesus was being 

denied, rejected, tortured, and crucified until he was dead and buried! 

We say God loves us. We sing Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible 



tells me so. But what if we turn away from that love? What if we 

say, “No!” or even, “No thank you!” to God’s love? 

By Jesus’ death and resurrection, Easter proves God’s love is enough to 

seek us even when we refuse its offer, even when we are blind to our 

need for God’s love. 

Easter answers that question. Yes! God’s Love wins!  

The apostle Paul asks and then answers this question in his letter to the 

Romans, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, 

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? No,” he thunders, “in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us.” 

I love this passage because it reminds me that even as a sinful, imperfect 

human, even when I fail to be all that God wants me to be, even as I am 

imperfect in so many ways and fail those I love, God’s love is enough to 

seek me, to mold me, guide me, to teach me, to keep me safe from the 

ravages of sin by continually making me better today than I was 

yesterday!  

Paul speaks to a love that works like this for all in what he does next. To 

make sure that his message gets through to his readers, to really make it 

clear that God’s love wins over any and all things, that God’s love is 

enough, Paul tries to think of all the things that might be able to destroy 

or negate the love of Christ, the love of God for us. 

 



His list is impressive! He writes, “For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 

That about covers it, doesn’t it? There isn’t anyone or anything, nothing 

on earth, or heaven, or hell; nothing in our past or even in our future— 

that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In other words, my friends, the actions of you or anyone else in this 

world can’t change God’s love for you, can’t separate you from the 

enveloping caress of the love of God for you his child. God’s love 

always wins!  

On Easter morning, in response to Christ’s miraculous resurrection, we 

can proclaim that Easter answers that question: Yes! God’s Love is 

enough! Yes! God’s Love Wins! 

But let’s back up just a bit. I am getting WAY ahead of myself! Did 

anybody notice who’s missing in Luke’s account today of Jesus’ 

resurrection? … Anyone? 

Jesus is missing! He is, literally, nowhere to be seen in the scriptures we 

heard today! 

He’s not in the tomb. And, in Luke’s account, he’s not in the garden 

where the tomb is located. In fact, on Easter morning, Jesus is nowhere 

to be seen! 

Doesn’t that seem somewhat weird? Isn’t that strangely odd? 



The Gospel of Luke doesn’t think so! 

The two men at the tomb dressed in dazzling clothes say to the women 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” “He is not here, 

but has risen.” (They’re angels.)  

Why is this? Because God’s love wins, you will never be able to find 

Jesus among the dead. When God and Jesus enter a situation the 

outcome changes! They even make death come alive! 

All that the women, and later Peter, can find at the tomb is an empty 

shell! The world thought that God’s love had disappeared and left them 

abandoned; that Jesus had been dead and buried, gone forever and all 

hope with him. But they hear these words: “He is not here,” the two 

men in dazzling clothes tell the women, “but has risen!” God’s love had 

beaten the grave, conquered Satan, God’s love had won! 

It took a moment. But when the women—Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them—

remembered the things that Jesus had said to them before he died, they 

realized what the angels meant. And they believed that God’s 

love had won! Jesus was raised from the dead! 

But that isn’t the end of the story! 

That morning, the reaction that the male followers had when they were 

told by Jesus’ female followers that Jesus could not be found among the 

dead for he had risen is translated like this: “these words seemed to 

them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” I wonder why our 

translators do this. Maybe they think we can’t handle the truth? 



However, translations like that do not give the full effect of what the 

Bible says! That word that describes what the men thought of the 

women’s story; that it was an idle tale (in Greek, is leiros). 

Because it’s Easter Sunday—I will only hint at what that word actually 

means in Greek! Let’s call it garbage, shall we? (Though in reality it’s a 

lot cruder than that!) “These words seemed to [the men] as 

‘garbage’ [get it?], and they did not believe them.” 

Let’s just lay the cards on the table so it is clear. 

In my heart of hearts and to the very depth of my being, I believe in 

Jesus’ resurrection. I believe that God’s love wins; that, as Paul 

says, “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

I truly believe that. But if you don’t—or don’t yet—I ask you to 

remember and reflect on this morning’s gospel text. 

The first disciples—OK, let’s be honest: the men—the men believed that 

the sort of things I just said, that the women that day said, were all a 

bunch of crude words, no more than garbage. 

So if you’re struggling—if you’re finding it hard, not simply to believe 

in Easter, but to believe that God’s love wins—you’re not alone! 

The women needed time to connect what they were being told—with 

what they knew about Jesus and scripture; that Christmas is about love! 

Yes! Jesus was wholeheartedly and consistently committed to love 



throughout his whole life! Jesus was able to sustain that love even in his 

last remaining moments on earth, despite the world’s complete denial, 

refusal, and rejection of that love! 

Jesus is still able to love us now, raised from the dead! Yes! God’s love 

wins! 

It took the women a while to remember all that. But, when they did, they 

believed! 

And the same was true with the men. It also took them some time, a little 

longer than the women. But as I hope you’ll see, Jesus’ love for his 

hesitant and doubting disciples never wavers and never fails. 

He reaches out to them. He offers them little nudges. He meets them for 

a meal. He opens their minds to new understandings of himself and 

scripture. 

He never gives up. And he never stops loving them and us! 

On Easter Sunday Jesus proves that God’s love wins, God’s love is 

enough to change us, keep us, and make us new creatures in Christ. 

In Jesus’ name. 

Amen! 

 


