
Sermon Series: Following Jesus 

Over the next six weeks we will be focused in the Gospel of Mark. This sermon series is 

centered on the idea that while we are all called to be followers of Christ, we are also called 

beyond that into discipleship. The root word in Greek for disciple is “Methetes” (Ma-they-tus) 

and simply means “one that learns from another.” In the next few weeks we will see that while 

Jesus asked people to follow him, he also expected them to become his disciples; that they would 

learn from him in order to do God’s work. 

Sermon: God Proclaims 

When I was studying architecture each week our professor would have a fifteen-minute meeting 

with each student about their current project. The great thing about this was that this professor 

was gifted at giving us his undivided attention in those minutes. However, when those fifteen 

minutes were over, marked by the alarm of a kitchen timer, he would simply stand from his chair 

and walk away. This taught us to be quick, precise and accurate with every word we had to say 

in order to allow time for us to receive his much-needed feedback on our projects.  

The Gospel of Mark has this air of urgency about it also. Mark does not mess around with details 

and ideas that we find in the gospels of Matthew and Luke. For example, Mark does not provide 

a genealogical history, we find no story of Mary and Joseph, no birth narrative, no manger, no 

shepherds, no wise men etc.  

Instead, Mark gets right to what he may have seen as the important stuff that had to be addressed. 

Mark jumps right into proclaiming the good news of the Messiah, the Son of God. Maybe for 

Mark the important news is what he calls the beginning; that being the baptism of Jesus. Mark 

sees this as not only as the new beginning for Jesus, the official start of Jesus’ ministry, but also 

a new beginning for the whole world. When Jesus was being baptized we can imagine him rising 

from the water and as it cascaded from his hair, hands and body the heavens being torn apart as 

heaven and earth become one again. This is the moment and the point in time the God proclaims 

the reality of Jesus for all to understand, for all to follow. In this moment just as he proclaimed 

that creation was good, that God proclaims the goodness of his Son. It is in vv. 10-11 that Mark 

makes it clear that Jesus is not just a prophet; but that Jesus is God walking around the earth in 

human flesh; that he had come to bring God’s kingdom to earth. 



In the midst of Jesus’ baptism, we find the heavens being torn apart and the Holy Spirit 

descending on Jesus as God is proclaiming Jesus as his beloved son.  Yes, this marks a new 

beginning for Jesus and the world. For Jesus it is a new beginning as he is publicly proclaimed as 

the Messiah to all humanity.  

However, this begs the question of why did God proclaim these things about Jesus? Surely Jesus 

already knew he was the living Son of God; that he was the one that had come to save the world 

and that he would be endowed with the Holy Spirit in order to fulfill his earthly goals. What we 

as Christians need to understand is that who we are as believers, as followers of Christ is linked 

to God’s proclamations of the identity of Jesus in the Jordan river. Jesus is the Messiah, he was 

submerged in the water and was baptized when he had no sins to be forgiven. He was baptized 

for our sin. 

Like an amazingly planned event, Jesus’ baptism provides us with an association by our 

salvation and our baptism to Jesus. We become benefactors of the same proclamations that were 

spoken that day from God about Jesus.  

Friends, just as the heavens were torn apart to reach Jesus, the heavens open up to us at our 

baptism. As we are baptized into Jesus we become forever connected to his life and to his death. 

When God proclaimed the identity of Jesus at his baptism it was for the world to know just as 

when we are baptized and welcomed into the church it is also for the world to know who we are 

in Christ; that we are the benefactors of the proclamations made by God. As we are baptized in 

the name of Jesus, the Holy Spirit descends on us, God proclaims we are his sons and daughters, 

and that he is pleased with us! Yes! So, the world knows the redeeming and remaking power if 

the work of Christ! We are called “Christians”, we are those connected to God by Christ through 

baptism. 

We must also remember that Jesus’ baptism was the official beginning of his earthly ministry. 

Who he was had been shouted from the heavens by God so no one could truly dispute his 

identity or mission. This moment of baptism being the start of his ministry also meant that Jesus 

had work to do.  

The bible is very clear that the wages of sin is death; that sin broke the original relationship 

between humans and God. Jesus came to restore relationship between humanity and God; that 



the only way out of our dark mire of sin was the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 

great news of the gospel is that we do nothing to earn our forgiveness or make ourselves 

acceptable to God; that it is Jesus that has already done that work on Calvary and when we are 

saved by Christ and baptized into the church, we are blameless in the eyes of God. We become 

benefactors of the proclamations of God through Jesus. 

Just as Jesus started his official ministry, we all are also called to earthly ministry. In our baptism 

we vow to resist evil and injustice in all ways they are encountered. We also speak to the things 

we believe: in Jesus Christ as the only Son of God, the Holy Spirit, the Catholic Church, in Holy 

Communion, and in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. We can believe these because we are 

heirs to the proclamations God made about Jesus at his baptism. Like Jesus, we are charged and 

empowered to affect the world. In reflection to the year of of 2020 and the emotional, personal, 

political and racial turmoil that we experienced, let’s be reminded that we are called by God as 

his proclaimed children to work in this world for the good to resist all evil to make this a better 

place for all God’s children…We are affirmed but also called to action in our baptism! 

I think this should be our expectancy for the new year in light of our understanding of who we 

are and how we are to change the world as God’s disciples in respect to our salvation and 

baptism.  We are called the be disciples, those that follow Jesus, those that learn from Jesus, 

called to become those that work like Jesus, to change the world like Jesus.  

Paraphrasing some words from a Lutheran pastor. Perhaps all of us as believers through Christ of 

God’s Word should have the phrase “I am baptized” as our motto for this year.  Even as the 

world may laugh at our comfort in these words, we should avoid or abandon any typical New 

Year’s pledge and replace it with “I am baptized.” In all that may confront us this year, be it 

terror or fear, in every time of need we can claim God’s proclamations of relationship, of his 

pride in us, and his love for us! Because we are baptized in Christ! 

Amen 


