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Genuine Acts of Faith (part 2) 

Daniel 3:17-18 

Last week, we talked about the act of faith of an anemic woman who decided to reach out to 

Jesus for help. Her goal was to touch the hem of Jesus’ garments. Somehow, she knew Jesus 

could help her and she clung to that hope in faith. 

As believers, faith is an essential part of our daily lives. Faith is fundamental because: 

● It heals when medicine says, “There is no cure.” 

● It enables us to wait patiently and with confidence. 

● It empowers us to accomplish what we cannot get done in our human strength. 

I have heard many people saying, “I cannot imagine going through life without God.” This is 

another way to say, “life is a lot harder to live without God, and without faith.” Some of you may 

feel like you don’t have a strong enough faith in God. Yet, you may be sensing an impulse to 

reach out to Jesus and get closer to God – just like the woman who suffered from constant 

bleeding for 12 years did. If that’s happening, you are experiencing what I call a mustard seed 

moment of faith. 

That impulse is God’s grace instilling faith in you. If you respond to it, that small seed of faith 

will grow and give abundant fruit. Because, when we respond to God’s prompt, when we act 

in faith, we see transformation in our lives.  

Today, I want to continue our conversations on faith. There is an aspect of faith that people don’t 

discuss very often. Usually, our conversations about faith have an undertone that, in a way, 

places faith in the category of currency. It makes faith a means of transaction. We give God faith 

in return for something else. At times, we treat faith as a badge/credential that we show God to 

receive whatever we ask for.  

That’s not faith. First, faith is not for us to give, but to live. Faith does not begin with us, nor 

does it end with us. Faith begins with God and its final goal is not a promotion, a new house, or 

an easy ride through life. Faith is given to us so that the Father may be glorified in and 

through us. Faith is given to us so we can give witness to God’s power at home and all the way 

to the ends of the earth. 

That’s the faith I am talking about this morning. The faith that we live out not for our own 

benefit, but for the glory of God and the wellbeing of the world. The faith that not only makes us 

triumph, but also sustains us through trials.  

There is a great story in the Bible that illustrates this kind of faith very well. King 

Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold and commanded the entire country to worship it. But, 

three young men decided to be faithful to God at all costs and did not obey the royal decree.  
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The noncompliance of the young men was discovered and they were charged with 

insubordination. The sentence for not obeying the king was to be thrown into a blazing furnace. 

You probably remember the story. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to worship the 

gods and the image of King Nebuchadnezzar. Here is what happened just seconds before they 

were thrown into the blazing furnace. 

Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men 

were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? Now 

when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you 

are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, 

you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you 

from my hand?” 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 

defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 

serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if 

he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 

image of gold you have set up.” Daniel 3:13-18 NIV 

The first thing I see in the Scripture is that faith forms convictions. These men were full of faith, 

and because they were faith-full they did not surrender before Nebuchadnezzar’s rage and 

intimidation. Because they were faith-full, they did not accept what was unjust and had 

become common practice. They did not bow down before Nebuchadnezzar’s gods and image of 

gold. 

Faith has a resistance component. Faith defines our walk and how we walk in life. The 

example of these young men calls us to consider how we are using our faith. Is your faith mere 

currency – something you exchange for divine favors, protection, and comfort? Or, is your faith 

a driving force that changes you, first and foremost, and then transforms the world? 

The truth is that these men did not bow down before Nebuchadnezzar’s gods because they were 

faith-full. Their faith was getting them in trouble. Yet, the God who was the giver and also the 

subject of their faith was sustaining them.  

We live in an era and in a culture where the gods before us have less of a physical presence. 

Gods made of metal, wood or stone are less easy to find here in our immediate surroundings. 

That may lead us to think that we don’t have a problem with idolatry, that we will never bow 

down before other gods. 

I was raised in a culture where idolatry is only identified when it is presented in one of the most 

ancient forms. That’s why many Christians I know from my childhood believe they have 
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outgrown the problem of idolatry. They don’t have figurines and don’t pray to other deities; 

therefore, they believe idolatry is not an issue for them. 

But here is what I have learned. The gods of our times are harder to recognize, but they are 

way easier to bow down to. I am not only talking about the ones that are mentioned the most, 

like the gods of power, entertainment and pleasure. There are many other gods that we don’t talk 

about. They are so ingrained in our culture that it is hard for us to even talk about them.  

I am talking about the gods of polarization and intolerance. They create paranoia in the face 

of diversity. These are gods of divisive and paralyzing powers. They create comfort by 

confining us to our own little groups which are nothing more than echo chambers. These gods 

cause us to withdraw and depart when coming together in collaboration is the way forward. 

Believe it or not, all of us are at risk of bending our knees before these gods. 

I am also talking about the god of complacency. This god causes atrophy in the muscles of your 

will. This is the god that whispers in your ear and very subtly leads you to believe that it’s OK to 

settle for the status quo. This is the god that sucks passion, impetus, and creativity out of you 

and only allows you to offer the least amount of effort. And, believe it or not, all of us are at risk 

of bending our knees before this god. 

There is the god of busyness and unbalanced productivity, the god of illusive supremacy, the god 

of cynicism and indifference, the god of discouragement, and the god of control and certainty. 

These are modern deities that are always persuading us to bow down before them. And, all of us 

are at risk of bending our knees before these gods. 

However, as people of faith we are called to resist these destructive powers. Faith calls us to 

keep steady knees in the face of coercive, harmful forces. People of faith have always 

challenged the Nebuchadnezzar(s) of their times even when that means going through the 

blazing furnace.  

In the 1940s, America’s pastime was a very segregated sport. But, there were faith-full people 

who didn’t bow down before the spiritual force of racism. Branch Rickey is one of those faith-

full persons who decided to take on racism. As the president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, he 

decided to racially integrate baseball.  

Of course, there were pressures coming from every side. The heat was not only directed toward 

Rickey, but also toward Jackie Robinson, the first African-American in Major League Baseball. 

The slurs from fans and other teammates, the opposition of some of the club owners, and the 

death threats became the blazing furnace for Jackie and Rickey. The battle was real; yet, their 

faith in God sustained these men who in the end, through the ups and downs, did not bend their 

knees. 
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Here is part of the good news, the God who calls us to resist evil and keep steady knees will 

sustain us as we go through the flames. Yes, there will be days full of questions and 

reservations, but genuine faith will always prevail. Faith will nourish and strengthen us as we 

face the challenges of life.  

This is something else that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego exemplified and I would like to 

point out. When Nebuchadnezzar pretentiously asked, “what god will be able to rescue you from 

my hand?”, the three young men said, “if we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 

serve is able to deliver us from it.”  

That’s faith! Expecting God to right the wrongs and joining him in the process. Faith is doing our 

part and letting God do what only God can do. Faith is trusting God will produce the intended 

outcomes. Faith understands that it is up to God to decide the results and the best way to 

achieve them.  

I know all of us would rather rest in green meadows and still waters. Yet, there are times when 

we will need to walk into the blazing furnace because of our God-given faith. I know that in faith 

we all look forward to the breakthroughs, the solutions, and the deliverance. But, what if we 

don’t fully experience those in this lifetime? Are we going to lose faith? Are we then going to 

bow down before the life-draining gods?  

The author of Hebrews tells us that faith-full saints have been tortured. Others have faced jeers 

and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. Some have been put to death by stoning. Saints 

have been sawed in two and have been killed by the sword. People full of faith have not seen in 

this lifetime the deliverance we all long for.  

That’s something that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego understood. Though ultimate 

deliverance is guaranteed, there will be situations in this life that we will face and they will 

become a pending matter that God will address at a different time. Redemption, healing, 

wholeness, and restitution goes beyond this lifetime and there is always the possibility that 

it will happen only when we meet Jesus face to face.  

That’s the reason these young men said, “if we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 

serve is able to deliver us from it. But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, 

that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

That’s faith: a determination to not bow down before harmful gods despite our circumstances. 

Are you ready to give the same answer these three young men gave Nebuchadnezzar? Are you 

ready to say…? 

● My God will provide and set me free from financial burdens, but even if he does not, I 

will praise His name and I will rejoice in Him without bowing down to bitterness 

(Habakkuk 3:17-19). 
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● My God will restore my marriage, but even if he does not, I will be faithful to Him 

without bending my knees before the gods of unforgiveness, hatred, and vindictiveness. 

● My God will bring healing to my body, but even if he does not, I will not bow down 

before discouragement because I know that I will live forever. 

● My God will meet all my needs according to his glorious riches, but even if he does not, 

I am going to say, “Thy will be done.” 

● No matter where I am or what I go through, by God’s grace I will be a faith-full 

person and I will not bow down before the gods that steal, kill, and destroy.  

You know what happened. The furnace was heated seven times hotter than usual and at the hand 

of some of the strongest soldiers, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were tied up and were 

thrown into the blazing furnace. The furnace was so hot that those who threw the young men into 

it died because of the intense heat. 

Making the execution a sport, King Nebuchadnezzar kept watching and then he noticed a fourth 

person inside the blazing furnace. This is one of the places in the Bible where a manifestation of 

God’s presence is tangible to the human senses. It all began because of the faith-full response 

of the young men.  

How is your faith ushering God’s presence in the world? How is your faith helping others see 

God’s presence? How have you experienced the sheltering of God’s grace in your life? Give 

praise to God for his love and protection.  

Here is something amazing and inspiring in this story. As Nebuchadnezzar witnessed the 

presence of God sheltering the three young men, he approached the opening of the furnace and 

cried out, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 

here!” All of a sudden, the king, who was swelling with pride and was pretentiously challenging 

God, had a profound change of heart. 

Because of the faith-full response of the three young men, Nebuchadnezzar lifted up his voice 

with these words, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his 

angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were 

willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.” That 

day, King Nebuchadnezzar had a change of heart.  

The same happened with the faith-full response of Branch Rickey and Jackie Robinson, it led a 

nation to experience a change of heart. I know we are not living in heaven; there is a lot to 

accomplish yet. But here is what I know. We, God’s chosen people, need to confront the gods 

trying to enslave the world. We need to usher with our faith-full witness the change the 

whole creation so desperately needs.  

Friends, true faith is not entrenched in what we want. Faith expects the best from God but, at the 

same time, it puts aside our cravings to make room for the will of God to be done in our lives. 
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Faith defines our walk and how we walk in life. Faith is not for our personal benefit; it’s for 

the glory of God and the wellbeing of the world. Faith tells us that even when we confront, we 

don’t do it just for the sake of confrontation, but for the sake of transformation. 

We need to start living out this kind of faith. We need to start practicing a faith that is based 

on God’s love and seeks the transformation and wellbeing of the whole creation. We need to 

let our being in the world be defined by genuine acts of faith.  

Pray with me…  

Amen.  


