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The Belltower 
LaPorte United Methodist Church 

2071 Grafton Rd. 
Elyria, OH  44035 

(440) 458-5717 
Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org 

Website:  laportechurch.org 

“Loving people transformed by a loving God”    Since 1825 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear LaPorte UMC Family and Friends, 
 

To say that 2021 was an unusual year for our church would be a huge understatement as we have lived another year in 
the shadow of a pandemic and cultural changes. In many ways it has been a tough year. Illness, isolation, fear, and 
inflation has gripped our lives in different ways. However, in the midst of it all, it is so exciting that God continues to 
have His hand of blessing on our ministry and its people. It has been a year lived in the presence and care of a faithful 
God! We have been blessed with a few new members over the last two years, we have lost a few loved souls also, and 
people’s hearts are yearning to come back to church. Outreach ministries and youth activities are beginning again 
along with community ecumenical and mission opportunities. 
 

I’m excited to see the warmness and caring exhibited in the fellowship before and after services, during small groups, 
and events. We have had some fundraisers and fellowship meals that have helped to bring us back to church. The 
Christmas Cantata was a great success and we look forward to other ecumenical happenings this year. You have cared 
relationally for each other well in this season. By way of cards, phone calls, writings, along with food, and gifts, you 
all have loved and cared greatly for each other. You have been the church in the midst of turmoil! Praise God! 
 

Financially, the church had a good year. You have been faithful and diligent with your resources given to the church. 
All of our bills, apportionments, salaries and needed property expenses were met.  I and the Leadership Team express 
our gratitude for your spiritual, personal, and financial support of your church and its members and staff. However, 
even as all bills were paid, we did end the year short in respect to income verses expenditures. In other words, our 
giving was below our budget for the year. We take good stewardship seriously and will be taking some steps to 
minimize unnecessary spending. However, I would love to see God reverse that and believe that with your help we 
can. As we move into what will be a more active year in the life of the church, we need your help to make this happen.  
 

As we look into this new year it is necessary that we get back to church. When we say that, it means more than getting 
back to Sunday worship. Some are comfortable coming out in public places and some may not be, please listen to 
your heart. However, getting back to church means we actually come to church, if you are ready, of course. But also, 
that we become active in the life of the church. It is easy to  measure a good church year only in respect to money. 
But, we are called to not forsake the assembling of ourselves together. We are designed to be relational people, in 
ministry together and to do this we must “be” together, in any way we can. 
 

Your giving isn’t just to meet a budget - your giving is to change lives! To do this faithfully, monetary giving, along 
with serving in the ministries and activities of the church, is necessary. You have been so faithful and diligent and I 
call us all to continue and expand, where able, our giving and good works for God. There is an incredible need and 
mission to accomplish. We long to see ministries and outreach advance the gospel in our community, to see our 
building refreshed, to see our ministry in a financial place where we may implement new plans and ministries. All of 
these can happen as we all pitch in and believe that “Jesus is worth it!” 
 

With all that said, I want to personally thank you for your donations and work this year. This church has been honored 
and blessed by your generosity Your diligence in giving and volunteering has touched and supported the church, its 
members, and the community this last year. I praise God for you all! 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
 
Rev. William T. Baker 
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General Schedule 
Please check weekly announcements for updates. 

 
Sundays 8:00am - Men’s Study (also offered via video conferencing - see online bulletin for link) 
  8:30am - Coffee Hour 
 9:30am - Adult Sunday School (also offered via video conferencing; contact Dave Van Arsdale) 
       Sunday School for all ages (in library) 
 9:30am - Youth Discipleship 
 11:00am - Worship Service (also offered livestream and online) 
 3:00pm - Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
 

Mondays 6:18pm - 6:18 Prayer Group 
 7:00pm - Stephen Ministry (1st Monday of the month) 
 7:00pm - Prayer Shawl Ministry (3rd Monday of the month) 
 

Wednesdays 9:30am - Ladies’ Bible Study 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

February 
 

 4:  Charles Bruce 
 6:  Wilma Reck 
11:   Debbie Warden 
12:  Ally Atkinson 
13:  Sheree Vajda 
17:  Madeline Babel 
21:  Matthew Smith 
23:  Jane Hermann 
27:  Carrie Atkinson 
29:  Cynthia Smith 

Birthdays 
 

If you don’t see your birthday list, please call the 
  church office and we’ll make sure you’re on the list!! 

March 
 

 6:  Ray Stevens 
19:  Alyssa Atkinson 
22:  Greg Atkinson 
23:  Laney Haddix 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank You . . . 
 

I would like to thank all the people who helped me and are still helping me get through the devastating loss 
of my beloved Norm. The LaPorte family has been so caring and I am extremely grateful. 

 

~Marilyn Irwin 
 

Please know how grateful my family and I are for the treats, gifts, cards, and well 
wishes during the Christmas season and throughout the year! 

 

~Blessings & Love to You All, Pastor William 



4 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 

 Ash Wednesday is March 2. Services will be that evening. 

 Look for the time in upcoming announcements. 

 

Lenten Bible Study  
 

Rev. William Baker will lead a Lenten Bible study titled “Learning 

to Lament with God’s Word: A Study of Psalms”. If you are interested,  

please call the church office. 

 
During Lent this year we are going to learn to lament, to cry and complain, with God’s Word. Yes, 

God teaches us how to cry and complain to him when we’re in trouble, when we need him, or even 

when God in a sense, seems to be the Trouble Maker. In this time of stress and worry it is easy to 

become worn out. In this study we will be learning how to “appropriately” belly ache to God! In the 

third year of this pandemic We need to focus on the Lord, complain to him, and seek his guidance in 

troubled times. Lamenting is part of a process that draws us closer to God. So, let us gather together 

and do some belly aching! 

 

Schedule: 
 

Week 1: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 3” 

Week 2: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 6” 

Week 3: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 42 and 43” 

Week 4: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 73” 

Week 5: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 88” 

Week 6 “Holy Week”: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 22 and 130” 
 

(Specific time and days will be determined later) 
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Fellowship for Eight has changed to Faith & Fellowship Gatherings. EVERYONE IS INVITED 
TO ATTEND ANY GATHERINGS. Most events will be held at the church following worship 
the second Sunday of February, April, June, August, October and December. Events include 
games, movies, guest speakers and more. If you have ideas / suggestions, please see Cheryl Smith! 
 

Everyone is invited to the first Faith & Fellowship Gathering Sunday, February 13, following 
morning worship. We will have a “LOVE” Tureen Luncheon - bring a dish to share. Mark your 
calendars to join us! If you have any questions, see Cheryl Smith. 
 

    ********* 

   Shrove Pancake Meal 
   Tuesday, March 1, 2022 
    5:30pm – 6:30pm 

 

Everyone is invited to a Shrove Pancake Meal on Tuesday, March 1, sponsored by the men and 
youth of LaPorte.  Join us anytime between 5:30pm and 6:30pm as we begin the season of Lent. 

 

What is Shrove Tuesday? 
 

Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday which is the first day of Lent. It's a day of 
penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of celebration as the last chance to feast before Lent begins. 
But there's more to Shrove Tuesday than pigging out on pancakes or taking part in a public 
pancake race. The pancakes themselves are part of an ancient custom with deeply religious roots. 
 

Penitence 
 

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to undergo in the 
past. In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives absolution for them. When a person 
receives absolution for their sins, they are forgiven for them and released from the guilt and pain 
that they have caused them. In the Catholic or Orthodox context, the absolution is pronounced by 
a priest. This tradition is very old. Over 1000 years ago a monk wrote in the Anglo-Saxon 
Ecclesiastical Institutes: in the week immediately before Lent everyone shall go to his confessor and 
confess his deeds and the confessor shall so shrive him. 
 

Shrove Tuesday Celebrations 
 

Shrove Tuesday is a day of celebration as well as penitence, because it's the last day before Lent. 
Lent is a time of abstinence, of giving things up. It is the last chance to indulge yourself, and to 
use up the foods that aren't allowed in Lent; giving up foods, but not wasting them. In the old 
days there were many foods that observant Christians would not eat during Lent: foods such as 
meat and fish, fats, eggs, and milky foods. So that no food was wasted, families would have a feast 
on the shriving Tuesday, and eat up all the foods that wouldn't last the forty days of Lent. The 
need to eat up the fats gave rise to the French name Mardi Gras, meaning Fat Tuesday. Pancakes 
became associated with Shrove Tuesday as they were a dish that could use up all the eggs, fats and 
milk in the house with just the addition of flour.  
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 

Serving God Through Serving Others 
 

SOCKS PLUS DRIVE 
 

 This year’s “Christmas Caring Tree” focused on the homeless population 
of  Lorain County. Neighborhood Alliance had a SocksPlus Drive. LaPorte 
blessed our community’s homeless population with a car load of  items and 
monetary donations to help keep them warm. Thank you for your open hearts 
and generosity to help our community! 

 
BLESSING OUR COMMUNITY 

 

 LaPorte blessed eight families with the gift of  Christmas Food Baskets this holiday season. 
Thank you for your generosity of  food and donations. Thank you, Barb Bodnar, Ray Stevens and 
Mary Eddy for helping with the packing and distribution. God is good! 

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 

 Change for Change is weekly. A labeled bucket is sitting near the offering 

box each Sunday for you to deposit your change. The bucket is labeled as to the 

outreach LaPorte’s change will be shared.  

 

The collection for the months of January, February and March will go towards 

UMCOR - United Methodist Committee on Relief. UMCOR responds to natural or 

civil disasters of such magnitude that they overwhelm a community’s ability to 

recover on its own. Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend loving care to people within the 

United States. When disaster strikes, it is local churches that provide the first response to their 

communities. This basic understanding - that disaster response is local - forms the foundation for 

UMCOR’s US disaster training and response. When responding to a disaster in the United States, 

UMCOR provides training, financial assistance, expertise, community collaboration to churches and 

partners making them more resilient to disasters. Thank you for making a difference in the lives 

of others! 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

 Thanks to all of  you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed. The clothing collected is sent 
to people all over the world. It helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of  our landfills 
and helps those in need. The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household 
goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag 
and tie it.  

 

mailto:missions@laportechurch.org
https://www.communitywestfoundation.org/Socksplus.aspx
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE  

 

 LaPorte is continuing in the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD project of collecting items for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Each 

month is focused on specific items to be included in the boxes. Labeled 

boxes/tubs are available across from the church office for you to place 

items. Monthly listings are available on the containers and available for 

you to take with you. If you see items that have already been collected or 

are in the future to be collected, they may be donated at any time.  
 

 A few reminders: 

                ~ items must fit inside a shoebox 

                   ~ multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 

 

~Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as 

toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; 

drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items 

such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans 

 

~Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new. 

 

Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking 

for shoebox items throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world. 
 

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
 

January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves 

February – Accessories 

March – Quality Crafts 

April – Stuffed Animals 

May – Hygiene Items 

June – Toys 

July – Clothing Items 

August – School Supplies 

September – Games 

October – Letters and Photos 

November – Donations for shipping ($9/box) 

December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach 

work of LaPorte. Let us continue to reach out to our community. May God bless you as  

you bless others! 
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Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you need offering envelopes, please let Beth 

in the church office know by either calling at 

440-458-5715 or sending an email - 

laporteumc@laportechurch.org and envelopes 

will be produced for you.  Thank you! 

Contact Us: 
 

Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org    Website: laportechurch.org 
Phone: 440-458-5717  
Office hours: Mon - Thurs: 9:00am - 2:00pm; Friday: 9:00am - Noon 
Join services by phone: 1-657-845-2289; PIN: 552 530 862# 
Guest WIFI Network: LaPorteUMC_Guest; Password: laporteguest 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram & YouTube - @laporteumc 

FINANCE REPORT 
Renee Bush, Chair finance@laportechurch.org 

 

 

Dear LaPorte Family & Friends: 

 It is hard to believe 2021 is now behind us. Your generous gifts of 

$172,001.44 allowed us to pay our 2021 expenses, including 100 percent of 

our apportionments to the Conference and District. Our expenses paid out for 

the year 2021 were $176,840.79. 

 Your gifts fund a ministry that changes lives. Thank you for being a part 

of the LaPorte family and helping us accomplish the vision God has given us.    

      God bless, 

      Renee Bush      
 

******************************************************** 

mailto:laporteumc@laportechurch.org
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