
Do Not Give Up 1 

Do Not Give Up 
Luke 18:1-8 

We live in a “snapshot society.” By this, I mean that more than ever, we are addicted to 

promptness. We like to be served quickly; that’s why we, as a nation, spend more money on fast 

food “than on movies, books, magazines, newspapers, videos, and recorded music – combined.”1 

The world, as a whole, is obsessed with timely answers, quick fixes, and immediate results. 

I remember when I first got to America. I came across advertisement for a program that 

promised me to be a completely fluent English-speaker in one week. The first week went by and 

I did not see any results. Fast-forward, almost 600 weeks later, I am still on my way to fluency. 

Actually, it just dawned on me that probably the packet I received in the mail was incomplete.  

There is no doubt that we have an inclination toward instant gratification. I wonder about the 

long-term consequences of this inclination. I wonder about the repercussions of this tendency in 

our secular as well as our spiritual lives. Is our obsession with promptness a killer of the faith?  

It seems to me that Jesus had the same question. “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 

on the earth?” (v. 8). 

If you pay attention to this parable of Jesus, you will realize that the Master is highlighting, 

emphasizing virtues such as persistence, endurance, perseverance. These are qualities that the 

“quick-gratification culture” corrodes.  

In this parable, unique to the gospel of Luke, Jesus is telling his disciples “that they should 

always pray and not give up” (v. 1). In this story, Jesus is talking about the persistent quality of 

faith, the never-surrender attitude of those who hunger and thirst for justice and righteousness. 

True faith in God never gives up or quits.  

This parable may put some of us in a difficult position. Maybe you have felt like giving up at 

some point in your life and this feeling may lead you to question your faith. Does “feeling like 

giving up” mean I don’t have faith?   

This feeling comes mainly from two sources. It can be produced by our inability to wait or it can 

be the result of persistent fighting. You need to worry about the former. But, feeling like giving 

up because of exhaustion simply means that you need some rest. However, we need to 

acknowledge that under the pressure of injustice, hardships, and undeserved criticism faith 

becomes vulnerable.  

However, because you are here, I believe you have not given up. Because you are here, I know 

that, deep within, you have the hope that God will provide and make things right. You may be 
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experiencing some fatigue, but I know that God’s refreshing Word will inspire and strengthen 

you to continue in the fight.  

The characters of this parable are worth looking into. There is a powerful, arrogant, and cold 

figure embodied by the judge. There is an adversary who is not described. But, we know that in 

some way, shape or form this person is violating the rights of the widow. And we have the 

widow, who most likely does not enjoy a position of influence in the social structure, but by no 

means do I think she is weak or poor.  

Instead of weak and poor, I consider this widow to be greatly blessed for she hungers and thirsts 

after justice. And you know!!! You know what happens to those who want things to be right not 

only for themselves but for the entire created order. You know that those who desire all-

embracing justice will be fully satisfied by God (Matthew 5:6).  

I also think the widow is neither weak nor poor because she has a resolute spirit that will not 

bend before the arrogance, coldness, and wickedness of the principalities and powers of this 

world. You cannot consider yourself weak nor poor when you have the Spirit of the living God 

strengthening you to become a determined, steadfast follower of Jesus who seeks God’s justice 

in the world.  

You may lack influence. You may lack financial resources. You may lack experience, but there 

is no spiritual force of wickedness that can stand against a persistent, driven and Spirit-filled 

person.  

The purpose of the parable was and is to remind Jesus’ disciples that God doesn’t put us off; that 

God brings justice and provision to God’s people out of love and commitment to justice, not by 

pressure.   

Now, you may remember that the scripture reading for this morning says, God sees “that God’s 

people get justice, and quickly…” (v. 8). When I first read the word “quickly,” my inclination 

toward instant-gratification was telling me, “See, God wants you to have all things right away.” 

So, I had to remind myself that the meaning of the word “quickly” in the text is contrasting the 

time it took the arrogant, uncaring judge to grant justice to the widow.  

The text by no means is talking about instant gratification. The message that is being conveyed is 

that in comparison to the timeliness of the justice administered by broken human beings, the 

justice of the all-loving, all-caring God comes to us quickly. Part of the message is that when 

corrupt, unjust human beings try to delay justness, in one way or another God intervenes and 

breaks through with justice. Many times, God does this by eroding corruption with faithful 

persistence. 

Look at the Biblical narrative and you will see that: 
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• Joseph faithfully waited 13 years enduring all kinds of injustices before God’s justice was 

manifested in his life.  

• The ancient Israelites prayed and waited over 400 years for God’s freedom. It was a long 

and painful wait.  

• Simeon waited his whole life for the Messiah. Close to the end of his life, he was able to 

personally meet the Savior of the world.  

I cannot remember a person experiencing instant gratification in the Bible. Not only this, think 

about the contemporary heroes of the faith.  

After 27 years of exhausting but persistent waiting, champion of freedom and faith, Nelson 

Mandela, was released from prison and became an instrument in God’s hand to negotiate and put 

an end to the apartheid in South Africa. What about Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King Jr., and 

the many others whose legacies are still impacting our lives. I know there are many things yet to 

be accomplished. However, I want to encourage you by reminding you that through your faithful 

persistence God will continue to bring justice to the world. 

I remember one occasion when I became a victim of injustice. One night, tired of fighting, I sat 

in the living room of my house in Cuba to have a little argument with God. The TV was on, but I 

was not even paying attention to it. I was way too focused on demanding an answer from God. 

All of a sudden, my attention was caught by a statement that one of the characters of the play that 

was on TV made (it was a screen adaptation of a play). I heard these words, “Justice may be late, 

but it will never fail to come.” I couldn’t believe what I was hearing! So, I said: WHAT? I mean 

literally. Then the guy in the play actually said it again, “Remember, justice may be late, but it 

will never fail to come.” 

Please, don’t think that my message for you this morning is: “Go home and sit in front of the TV 

until God speaks to you.” 

My message to you is this: When you think that God’s justice (provision, answer, intervention) 

is late, find peace in the fact that it will never fail to come. When you think God is late; 

remember, The Lord is never late; God always shows up at the right time. 

It is for this same reason I am inviting you to keep believing. Press on!!! Pray!!! Persist and 

resist in faith!!! 

Hear this wonderful news:  

When you pray and persist, God brings about: 

• Justice 

• Healing 

• Provision 
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• Wholeness 

• Freedom 

Don’t give up!!! Even when the fight makes you tired, press on!!! Keep praying!!! Keep 

persisting and resisting!!! God will bring about what you desperately need. 

“When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (v. 8). 

You have the answer!!! 

Amen. 


