
  

 

 

The Belltower 
December, 2021 / 

January 2022 

Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. William Baker 
Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 
Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 
Secretary:  Beth Feliciano 
Custodian:  Donna Smith 



2 

 

The Belltower 
LaPorte United Methodist Church 

2071 Grafton Rd. 
Elyria, OH  44035 

(440) 458-5717 
Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org 

Website:  laportechurch.org 

“Loving people transformed by a loving God”    Since 1825 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Members & Friends of LaPorte United Methodist Church, 

We have arrived!  We are now in that glorious season of the Christian year, Advent! It gives us 
glorious things to ponder as we get excited about the great event of the birth of Jesus and the celebrations 
and traditions designed to celebrate His coming. 

However, it is easy to get caught up in “Christmas” and forget about what Advent means to us as 
Christians. Someone asked me recently when is the appropriate time to start singing Christmas songs. The 
reality is that we, as Christians, sometimes focus on Christ’s birth and forget about the “anticipation” of 
His birth, Advent! Doing this, we sometimes forget that Advent is that special time of anticipation for the 
coming of Christ; that it is a time of building excitement and longing for our Savior’s birth!  So, let’s sing 
Advent songs alongside our Christmas songs and talk and ponder the coming Christ!  Let the excitement 
build so, when the time comes, the glorious songs of Christmas will mean even more to us! 

This Advent season we have a sermon series titled “Gifts We Bring To Honor The King.”  This 
series is focused on the gifts we bring to honor the birth of Jesus.  The first week of this Advent series was 
focused on the anticipation of the birth of Christ. The second Sunday is focused on the light that Christ 
brings into the world. The third Sunday is focused on the joyous sound of singing. Then, finally, the 
fourth Sunday is focused on “The Greatest Gift Ever.” (This is our children and youth presentation!) 

All of these services are interactive so please, if possible, bring the following items to the appropriate 
service: 

Dec. 4th: Bring some sort of flashlight or battery-operated candle or small light, cell phone. 

Dec. 12th: Bring a joyful spirit and voice willing to celebrate to coming of Christ! 

Dec 19th: Bring, to your pew, a canned/non-perishable item as a gift for those in need. 

I hope you are able to join us each week during Advent and for our Christmas Eve service at 7:00 
P.M. on December 24th.  I also invite you all to remember others this year that may be lonely. Invite them 
to church or to a seasonal event. Invite them for a meal or provide one for them. Invite them to our 
Christmas Cantata on Dec. 19 at 7 P.M. If you can donate goods or monies to those charities that will help 
the less fortunate celebrate this season please do so. LaPorte UMC will be tithing, yes tithing, a portion of 
our Christmas Special offering towards active missionary support. Special envelops will be in the pews 
throughout the rest of Advent and on Christmas Eve. Above all, try to spread the love of Christ around to 
all!  Let’s remember to love God’s people as much as we love the season. 

 

Bless you all this season! 

Pastor William 
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General Schedule 
Please check weekly announcements for updates. 

 
Sundays 8:00am - Men’s Study (also offered via video conferencing - see online bulletin for link) 
  8:30am - Coffee Hour 
 9:30am - Adult Sunday School (also offered via video conferencing; contact Dave Van Arsdale) 
 9:30am - Youth Discipleship 
 11:00am - Worship Service (also offered livestream and online) 
 3:00pm - Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
 

Mondays 6:18pm - 6:18 Prayer Group 
 7:00pm - Stephen Ministry (1st Monday of the month) 
 7:00pm - Prayer Shawl Ministry (4th Monday of the month) 
 

Wednesdays 9:30am - Ladies’ Bible Study 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Birthdays 
 

If  you don’t see your birthday list, please call the 
  church office and we’ll make sure you’re on the list!! 

December 
 

 4:  Jeff Johnson, Sheila Johnson 
26: Hillary Haddix 

January 
 

  1:  Harold Smith 
  5:  Alexis Taylor 
  6:  Jess Polak 
21: Thomas Smith 
22: Susan Taylor 
25: Alecia Hess 
28: Bonnie Wallace  

Sympathy 
 

We extend our sympathies to Marilyn Irwin and family in the passing of Norm on Monday, November 8. Cards are 
appreciated. 
 
We extend our sympathies to Paula Dempsey and family in the passing of Robert on Saturday, November 27. 
Services were held Saturday, December 4. 
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Advent Dates 
 

Advent Sermon Series 
The Gifts We Bring the King 

 
 

December 4 - Breakfast with St. Nick 
 

December 5 - Let Your Light Shine 
(bring a flashlight or similar item) 

 
December 12 - Sing to the Lord  

(sing with glory to the Lord this day) 
 

December 19 - Children’s Program in the morning worship 
(bring a nonperishable item) 

 

7:00pm: Promise of a King; a chorale cantata presented  
  by the LaPorte, Grafton, Belden and  
  LaGrange United Methodist Churches. Bring 
  cookies to share afterwards. 

 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service 

Those Who Came 
 

December 26 - First Sunday of Christmastide 
 

January 2 - Second Sunday of Christmastide 
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FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT  
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 

 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 12. We will end our 2021 Fellowship for 

Eight year with a Christmas Potluck Dinner following the worship Service in the 

Fellowship Hall. Please bring your own table service and a dish to share. Beverages 

will be provided. All are welcome to attend, even if  you have not joined us in the past. 

If  you know of  anyone who would like to join us, please invite them.  If  you have any 

questions, see Carl or Cheryl Smith.  See you on Sunday, December 12! 

At LaPorte United Methodist Church 
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BRING YOUR FAMILY AND JOIN US 
AS WE CELEBRATE THE 

 
 

Promise 
Of a King 

 
 

 
A choral cantata presented by the 

LaGrange, Grafton, Belden, and 
LaPorte United Methodist Churches 

 
 

DECEMBER 19TH AT 7PM 
AT LAPORTE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
2071 GRAFTON RD. 
ELYRIA, OH  44035 

 
Please extend this invitation to your friends,  

family, and neighbors. The cantata is presented 
free of charge - our gift to you this holiday season! 

Childcare is available as well. 
 

Social distancing will be available, mask are not 
required but if you wish to wear one please do -  

whatever makes you and yours comfortable! 
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 

Serving God Through Serving Others 
 

CHINESE / SILENT AUCTION AND PASTA DINNER RESULTS 
 

 On behalf of LaPorte’s Outreach, we would like to thank you for your generous 
donations to support our 2021 Chinese/Silent Auction and Pasta Dinner. Because of your 
help, we were able to raise over $3,100.00 for Good Knights! 
 
 Thank you for sharing your time and talents so we may better serve others in our 
own backyard and around the world. It is our hope that many children will no longer have to 
sleep on the floor - they will have a bed of their own!  God bless you! - LaPorte United 
Methodist Church Outreach 

 
 Thanks to your generosity, we were able to send a check to Good Knights for $4,125.00 - enough for 15 
beds! You are awesome!!! 
 

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 

Hebrews 13:16 
 

************ 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE  

 

We collect shoebox gifts for children around the world as an expression of God’s love. Join us in 
spreading the Good News of the Gospel by packing shoeboxes.” - Franklin Graham, President, 
Samaritan’s Purse 

 
 THANK YOU for opening your hearts this Christmas to 51 children about the world! LaPorte, you are so 
generous. Blessings to you all!  For the month of December, please pray for the children that will be receiving the 
shoeboxes. 
 

************ 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

 A HUGE THANK YOU to Barb Bodnar, Eric & Cheryl Greenly, Pastor William & Vickie, Ginny Gilder, 
Chuck & Jeanne Oplinger, Ray Stevens, Wilma Reck, Carolyn Bruce and Rita Thompson for packing Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes and Thanksgiving food boxes. What a glorious evening of fellowship and preparing 
outreach items for our brothers and sisters in the world. We will be blessing 51 children with Christmas Shoeboxes 
and 15 families with a Thanksgiving meal. God is so good!! Thank you to all of you of you who participated in these 
wonderful outreach opportunities! 

mailto:missions@laportechurch.org
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SOCKS PLUS DRIVE 
 

 This year’s “Christmas Caring Tree” will focus on the homeless population of 
Lorain County. Neighborhood Alliance is having a “Socks Plus Drive”. Help us bless our 
community’s homeless population by brining in NEW socks, gloves, hats and winter boots 
of various adult sizes for men and women. These items are essential to survival during the 
bitter cold months. Boxes and bins are available in the entryway to place your donated 
items. Monetary donations will also be accepted. The Sock Plus Drive will continue 
through December 19. All donations - monetary and items - will stay local to support our 
struggling neighbors. Should you have any questions, please see Cheryl Smith. 
 
 

               
 

 
 
 

Communion Sunday/Caring Cupboard Outreach 
 

 Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.  We are  
collecting items for Christmas food baskets.   

 
Please consider bringing any of the following items:  
 
Canned sweet potatoes, instant mashed potatoes, canned potatoes, boxed scalloped potatoes, 
applesauce, canned fruit, stuffing mix, gravy, carrots, corn, green beans, cranberry sauce, 
French fried onions, mushroom soup, apple pie filing, cake mixes/frosting, cookie mixes, 
muffin/biscuit and/or cornbread mix.  Paper products, such as paper plates, napkins, paper 
towels and bathroom tissue are also appreciated. 
 

If you would like to donate a ham, please see Cheryl Smith, Barb Bodnar or call Beth in the 
church office. 

 
Our focus for January will be restocking the Caring Cupboard. You may donate non-perishable food items and 
paper goods any time throughout the year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 

 
 Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed. The clothing collected is sent to people all 
over the world. It helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and helps those in need. The 
shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No 
rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. 
Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  

https://www.communitywestfoundation.org/Socksplus.aspx
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Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of 

LaPorte. Let us continue to reach out to our community. May God bless you as you bless others! 

 

 

 

 

 

*********************************************** 
FINANCE REPORT 

Renee Bush, Chair finance@laportechurch.org 
 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 It is so hard to believe this year is almost over and I hope everyone is doing well. Below is a 
chart showing the finances as of 10/31/2021.  Thank you for your gifts. Every dollar counts! 

God Bless, 
 
Renee Bush 
 

 

 

 

 

*********************************************** 

Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you need offering envelopes, please let Beth 

in the church office know by either calling at 

440-458-5715 or sending an email - 

laporteumc@laportechurch.org and envelopes 

will be produced for you.  Thank you! 

Contact Us: 
 

Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org    Website: laportechurch.org 
Phone: 440-458-5717  
Office hours: Mon - Thurs: 9:00am - 2:00pm; Friday: 9:00am - Noon 
Join services by phone: 1-657-845-2289; PIN: 552 530 862# 
Guest WIFI Network: LaPorteUMC_Guest; Password: laporteguest 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram & YouTube - @laporteumc 

mailto:laporteumc@laportechurch.org
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2021 VOLUNTEERS MISSION TRIPS 

Lake Charles, Louisiana & Arecibo, Puerto Rico 

 
 The 2021 Volunteers in Missions participates were small this year. Despite COVID, 
though, a couple LaPorte members traveled to help with disaster recoveries. 

 
 Wes Eddy represented LaPorte on a trip to Lake Charles, Louisiana in October. He went 
with a group from Strongsville UMC to help with recovery efforts from hurricanes, flooding and 

tornadoes. This community has been hit hard numerous times. 
 

 Cheryl Smith joined the Hudson UMC and Strongsville UMC teams in November. Sixteen 
volunteers headed to Puerto Rico working with ReHace Methodist Church of Puerto Rico to 
help with recovery efforts from Hurricane Maria. These were the first teams permitted from the 

US to offer assistance since the COVID shutdown. ReHace was able to continue working 
through COVID and has helped over 1,200 families return to their homes. Cheryl’s team was 

located in Arecibo, PR. They worked on a young mother and daughter’s home which was above 
her grandfather’s cement dwelling. The top structure to be repaired was wood and suffered 
much damage. The team was able to remove and replace three of the outside walls of siding, 

remove and replace windows and doors, remove damaged interior walls and build new, 
covering them with wall board, install a new kitchen counter and cupboard. The time was 
limited due to an orientation meeting Monday (therefore, a late start) and a holiday (Veteran’s 

Day) Friday. The team truly felt and wanted to do more, but time did not allow. The folks with 
ReHace, the homeowners, and the folks of Puerto Rico were so appreciative of our help. As we 

were finishing up on Thursday, Augustine played “The Blessing” by Elevation Worship on his 
phone. WOW!! So powerful! We were all blessed! Despite all the COVID restrictions and 
protocols, we made it through the week and home safely. 

 
 THANK YOU, LAPORTE, for all your thoughts and prayers, for these Volunteers Mission 
trips. Your prayers were felt daily. If you’d like to hear more about Wes and/or Cheryl’s trips, 

just ask. It’s a joy to share the experience. 
 

* * * * * *  
 

 Volunteering for mission trips gives one a true sense of how blessed we truly are. Being 

able to share your faith, service, listening ears, and time with others, especially folks in need, 
is quite special and hard to explain. Blessings just overflow for both the servants and 
recipients. Evenings are filled with devotions, debriefing/sharing of the day, fellowship and 

relaxing to prepare for the next. 
 
 As we say, “God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called”. Yes, there is always 

something you can do on a mission trip as God has it all planned out for you. All you have to 
do is say, “Here I am Lord. Lead me to do Your will.” 


