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Cracked Cisterns 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 

In a recent presentation, actor Joseph Gordon-Levitt made a confession. The actor acknowledged 

that at some point in his life he developed an out-of-control obsession for attention. He recalls 

having such a craving for the first time when he was 8 years old. He was at summer camp and 

wanted to impress other kids with his still undeveloped acting talent. At first, it worked. Then, he 

took it too far with his bragging, and the other kids started to make fun of him. That summer 

Joseph learned that seeking attention for his acting was not on his best interest.1 

But time went by, and things got bad for him once more. Social media came and all of a sudden 

Joseph became an attention-driven person again. It all started with the thought, “If only I had 

1,000 followers, that would feel amazing.” But, the craving increased and became an insatiable 

monster. At some point he thought, “Once I get to a million followers, then I’ll feel amazing.” 

The actor never felt amazing even after reaching 4.2 million followers on Twitter.2 

Joseph’s search for fulfillment through attention seeking did not make him feel amazing. It 

actually caused the opposite effect. Attention seeking left him wanting – constantly wanting 

more attention, lacking creativity, and always dissatisfied. 

Joseph’s story sounds very similar to that of the Israelites. According to Jeremiah, the Hebrew 

people were on the hunt for hope, joy, success and happiness. They wanted fulfillment. Even 

though God had brought them with a mighty hand to a fertile land, that was not good enough for 

them anymore. They did not seem to be satisfied.  

Perhaps the fertility of the land became so common to them, that at some point they considered 

the land no longer fertile. Yes, familiarity can make us blind to the richness surrounding us. We 

could also say that at some point, the Hebrews developed an unrealistic and unsustainable 

concept of fertility. They expected the land to be on production mode every day, always at the 

highest level.  

Perhaps, that’s the reason they began to worship Baal – the Canaanite god of fertility, the lord of 

the earth, the lord of rain and dew. Perhaps they thought, “Once we get more rain and the land is 

more fertile, then we’ll feel amazing.” But, like Gordon-Levitt, they were never satiated. They 

were trying to fill with stuff the void that only God can satisfy. In the words of Jeremiah, they 

were digging their own cisterns. They had forsaken the Spring of Living Water, and had dug 

broken cisterns that could not hold water (v. 13).  

I find the imagery of cracked cisterns very compelling and relevant. In a culture polluted by 

excessive consumption and unnecessary accumulation, I cannot help but ask, “Are we, as a 
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society, trying to fill with stuff the void that only God can satisfy with stuff?”. Using the words 

of the prophet, “Are we digging cracked cisterns that cannot hold water?”. Are we seeking 

fulfillment in places that only exacerbate our discontent? Is our constant dissatisfaction driving 

the culture of “never enough?” 

None of us are immune to the inclination of digging cracked cisterns. We may not worship Baal 

in our context. Yet, we build shrines to other types of gods. For example, the gods of “progress,” 

“success,” money, fame, power, status, entertainment, and sex. We try to find fulfillment in 

places that only leave us wanting. 

This is one of the issues human beings have dealt with for the longest time. The Bible is full of 

illustrations describing how we built cracked cisterns. We have the accounts of the Tower of 

Babel, the golden calf, God’s people running after other gods, and many more examples. The 

fact is that we were created to be in relationship with God. Unfortunately, consciously or 

unconsciously, we try to replace God with other things.  

For instance, Solomon is the epitome of the human tendency to dig cracked cisterns. At the 

beginning of his reign, the wisest man of all times focused on honoring God by leading the 

people with justice. For having such a noble desire, Solomon received supernatural wisdom and 

wealth. However, no wisdom or wealth can satisfy like God does. No gift can fill the space 

exclusively designed for the Giver and Fountain of all blessings. 

At some point, Solomon centered his attention on the gifts he enjoyed and not the Giver. The 

result was a desperate search for meaning. And, such a pursuit was full of depression and 

dissatisfaction.  

The king immersed himself in serious research. Solomon applied his mind to study and to 

explore by wisdom all that is done under the heavens (Eccl. 1:12). Yet, that proved to be 

abundantly meaningless. As Solomon repeatedly wrote in the book of Ecclesiastes, “Everything 

was meaningless, a chase after the wind” (Eccl. 2:11). 

The king explored the pleasures of life – wine, laughter, and entertainment. Solomon owned a 

big choir and had a personal comedian. He had many wives, and an abundance of possessions. 

When it came to pleasure, he denied himself nothing his eyes desired. He initiated big projects – 

built houses, planted vineyards, made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees, etc. Yet, in 

all his pursuits, Salomon was left dissatisfied to the point of hating life (Eccl. 2:17).  

Solomon’s quests for fulfillment were all in vain. Here is the reason for Solomon’s 

dissatisfaction. The king was looking for fulfillment under the sun. His sight was set too low and 

his parameters were too narrow. In all his efforts, Solomon was digging broken cisterns that 

could not hold water and that led him to overlook the Spring of Living Water. 
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From the experiences of Solomon, Jeremiah, and our own, we know that looking for meaning 

and satisfaction under the sun will end in frustration and desperation. Placing our faith in the 

economy and trying to find significance in our financial situations, in our health, in our 

employment, politics, marital status, and our relationships will leave us wanting. When they fail 

or fumble, we fall apart … and no wonder! They are all broken cisterns and were never meant to 

be our source of hope or satisfaction! 

Here is how Solomon concluded the chronicles that describe his search for meaning. “Now all 

has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for 

this is the duty of all mankind” (Eccl. 12:13). I would say that fearing God is not only the duty 

but also the fulfillment of all mankind. 

Solomon and the Hebrew people found themselves digging cracked cisterns. We are not exempt 

from such a reality. Jeremiah calls us to pay attention to what we are seeking as our source of 

meaning and fulfillment. The call comes with an invitation to ask God to reveal the broken 

cisterns we may be trying to drink from. This is a vital step and here is why.  

In ancient times, cracked cisterns became tombs. May we not be buried in the broken cistern of 

unhealthy competition that kills collaboration. May we not be buried in the broken cistern of 

empty entertainment that kills inspiration and critical reflection. May God reveal to us any 

broken cistern that we may be digging, so we don’t end up buried in meaningless pursuits full of 

depression and dissatisfaction. 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, let us remember that it is only in God that we can 

find fullness. As the Psalmist wrote, “God satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry” (Psalm 

107:9). Let us remember that “we were made for God, and until he is our greatest pleasure, all 

the other pleasures of this life will lead to emptiness.”3 As Saint Augustine put it, “Our hearts are 

restless until they find rest in thee.”4 

 
3 Kyle Idleman, Gods at War (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013), 123. 
4 Ibid. 


