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In our present times, it often seems as if there is a non-stop pulling at us to 

join, to be part of, to “follow” people, organizations, and movements on the 

internet. It is almost non-stop and often it is hard to resist. This culture of 

technology has changed how we think about relationships. For example: if you are 

over the age of fifty you may think this strange, but our teenagers and young adults 

often check their social media accounts multiple times a day just to see who and 

maybe even how many people are following them. People from my generation 

normally see friends as people that have interacted with us on a personal level. But 

what I can say is that I have formed some great friendships with other pastors from 

other states and countries on-line. This last year has forced us to engage and 

interact with each other on-line.  But who do we follow? We follow friends, 

churches, sports teams, college clubs, book clubs, and internet sites that are 

focused on things of personal interest. Most of our “following” is self-serving in 

that we follow people and organizations in which we have an interest. In our lesson 

today we will see that people respond often to Jesus’ call to follow him. However, 
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what we also see is that following is only the first step as Jesus expects us all to 

mature into disciples.  

Jesus called out to Simon, Andrew, James, and Zebedee “Come and follow 

me and I will make you fishers of men.”  In the first sermon of this series, we 

learned that to “follow” someone means you like the person and possibly like or 

want to be involved in what they are doing. This desire makes us want to be 

associated with them. However, a disciple is someone that learns from someone 

they are following and then goes out and continues that person's teachings or 

beliefs. This is in essence what Jesus is calling the fishermen to do. Jesus is calling 

for the fishermen to drop their nets and leave their families and livelihoods to 

follow him. However, he is also calling them to a much deeper and more profound 

mission. He is calling them to do God’s work, to become his disciples; that they 

would learn from him and then go out into the world to spread the “Good News.” 

 It is hard for us to believe that these men just dropped their nets and left to 

follow Jesus; that their faith was so great they would leave their livelihood for 

poverty, for ridicule, and strife, just to follow Jesus. It sometimes leaves us feeling 

guilty that our faith does not allow us to do the same; that we are not willing to 

drop our lives completely to do Jesus’ work. However, we can get a fresh 

perspective when we look at this differently. 
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Imagine you are a fisherman fishing on the Sea of Galilee and Jesus 

approaches you. Remember that Jesus is from the city of Nazareth, the place from 

which Nathanael questioned whether anything good could come.  Maybe you 

know Jesus in some way and possibly even for your whole life. You have heard 

stories of his life; that he was born of the Virgin Mary; that angels sang at his birth, 

and even that he was the chosen son of God.  

You know Jesus and have talked with him many times and heard his many 

teachings. You have heard him teach about the coming Kingdom of God; that 

God’s people will be saved from the despairs of this world. You have heard Jesus 

tell that the great power of Rome is no match for the coming Kingdom of God; that 

all God’s people must do is have faith and persevere. John the Baptist seemed to 

bring the answers, but he is soon arrested and imprisoned only to be beheaded 

later. Yet the time had come, even as John the Baptist was arrested, as Jesus began 

his public ministry. Jesus is reminding those first followers of the things they had 

discussed, the things for which they had prepared. Yes, Jesus is proclaiming that 

the time had come! 

I can say this because I do not believe that the traditional way of reading the 

scripture text today is the only way to understand them. I think it is possible that 

the call of the first disciples to follow Jesus isn’t necessarily just about them 

dropping their lives and following a stranger named Jesus; but that they knew Jesus 
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as a teacher and leader. What Jesus is trying to tell them is that his ministry was 

changing. His ministry was transitioning into something different and powerful, 

and it was a ministry that needed followers. Jesus was not asking them to follow a 

complete stranger. He does not ask that of us either. We all are asked to repent and 

believe, and then follow and become disciples. Just as he did to the fishermen 

Jesus beckons us to remember the things we know, the things we have learned, to 

respond to the calling on our lives. 

We hear this same message today. We will never know Jesus as a stranger 

asking us to follow him. However, the message he gave to the fishermen still rings 

true today. Most of us were either raised in the church or have been exposed to it in 

some manner. The church and its followers, its disciples, are no stranger to us and 

neither is Jesus. We see Jesus more like an old friend that we know about; that we 

have learned from, and Jesus invites us to a deeper calling; one that has grown 

from following to discipleship. Yes, the time has come! We are ready! As Jesus 

bids to us “Come and follow me.” 

So the call is not necessarily a call to leave one’s life or livelihood. 

However, it is a call to discipleship, to show the love of Christ in every aspect of 

your life for the world to see and experience. In the normal activity of the church 

what we do in this physical space is important as we prepare ourselves to answer 

Jesus’ call to discipleship, to go into the world. Here we teach children to be 
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adults. We grow our faith through the study of scripture and prayer. We fellowship 

with God and are fed by the body and blood of Christ in communion. In this place 

we become prepared to go, equipped and strengthened to be Disciples of Christ. 

When the time has come Jesus tells us that it is time to “come and follow me.”  

Then we become true disciples continuing the work of Christ in this world. This 

last year has provided us much to consider outside the walls of this church. As 

individuals and a body of believers, we have worshipped online and met in Zoom 

meetings. It has reminded us that as the church we are called outside these walls. 

We are not defined by the bricks and timbers of this building. We are the church, 

the Body of Christ. We are to disciple this world! It is our calling to be a presence 

in this world, the world that is out there and not always in here. We are to be active 

in the world that is being assaulted in the midst of social strife, the division of 

political upheaval, the sin of racism. As Jesus proclaimed in our text today “The 

time has come.” Our place is to be together in here worshiping, learning and 

preparing. However, our place is also out there fighting to save our friends, 

families, and neighbors.  

Jesus called the fishermen to follow him so they may learn his teachings; 

that they could become those that learned and then what Jesus taught them; so that 

they may become disciples.  
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Yes, Jesus is calling us also. Not to drop everything and leave all we have 

and those we love. Rather, to put his Kingdom ahead of us. He calls to us as a 

teacher and leader imploring us as individuals and as the church to be his active 

disciples. As we yearn to get back into church, let us desire more to be the church, 

doing the work of Christ! We are the church, the living church, the body of Christ. 

We are followers of Jesus, not the world, or Facebook, or Twitter, or political 

parties. So yes, Jesus is calling to us “come and follow me” not just for our sake, 

but that as we become Disciples of Christ we will seek and help others to become 

disciples of Christ.  

We can all ask ourselves: How is God calling me? How is it that I hear Jesus 

saying “The time has come, follow me?” 

May we respond to the calling for our God. 

Amen 

 

 


