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Cock-A-Doodle-Do 
Mark 14 & John 21 

The title of this message may have already placed your mind in the biblical episode of Peter 

denying Jesus. The reason you were able to link the title of this sermon with Peter’s denial is 

because our brains have been conditioned to connect the cock’s crow with Peter’s bad 

experience. But, our minds are not only conditioned by this phrase. For instance, if I say the 

name Judas you may think of a betrayal and/or a traitor. When you go to a restaurant and you 

smell the aroma of good food your mouth waters and your stomach rumbles. Our minds are 

conditioned by many things.  

At the beginning of the 20th century, a Russian physician by the name of Ivan Petrovich Pavlov 

discovered that the dogs he had in his lab not only salivated when they saw and smelled food, but 

the mouths of the canines watered every time they saw the white lab coats that the workers wore. 

This happened because the animals had come to associate the white gowns with the presentation 

of food.  

Pavlov wanted to demonstrate that salivation was a reflexive process that is conditioned. In order 

to prove his theory of classical conditioning, the scientist started to ring a bell in his lab right 

before the animals were fed. It came to the point that as soon as the dogs heard the sound of the 

bell, they produced a large amount of saliva, even when food was not presented to them. Here is 

the beauty of this finding: We, like animals, are conditioned by our experiences. 

We have heard the story several times. Peter told Jesus that he was willing to die for him and that 

he would never leave Christ alone. But, Jesus knew exactly what was about to happen. He told 

Peter, “The truth is: tonight you will say you don’t know me. You will say it three times before 

the rooster crows twice.” Mark 14:30 NIV 

Mark is the only one among the four writers of the Gospels that records Jesus saying, “Before the 

rooster crows TWICE...” The other gospels say, “Before the rooster crows (period)...” I don’t 

exactly know why Mark is adding this very descriptive and unique element, but when I think 

about it and play the scene in my mind, I can see Peter denying Jesus for the third time, I can see 

Jesus making eye contact with Peter, and I can hear the “cock-a-doodle-doo” resonating in the 

background unceasingly. A very dramatic and traumatic episode.  

After promising faithfulness and not keeping his word, Peter crashed against the wall of shame 

and disappointment. This event is conditioning Peter for the rest of his life. From this moment 

forward, every single morning when Peter hears the rooster’s crow, he will have flashbacks of 

this incident. From now on, every time a cock crows Peter will go through the painful experience 

of re-living the event he wants to forget the most. Just imagine such a terrible recurring 

experience. It is like having a bitter drink every single morning. There is no doubt that a “cock-a-

doodle-doo” can make your life miserable. 
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We all have our own “cock-a-doodle-doo’s” that remind us of our failures and mistakes, and of 

the times that we have denied God. It may be a name, a song, a place, a smell, a word or a 

statement that brings back to our minds those times when we have been unfaithful to God and 

the people we love the most. There are many things that bring us memories, and sometimes with 

those memories come shame, remorse, and guilt. There is no pleasure in remembering our 

disappointments and regrets. There is no pleasure in hearing that bell that reminds us of our past 

mistakes, when we were the victims and sometimes the predators. No one enjoys the nasty task 

of carrying around embarrassing moments. 

The Bible tells the most beautiful story of “Love and Grace.” This specific event tells us that 

Jesus looks beyond our betrayals and mistakes. It is true the Master anticipated the desertion of 

the disciples, but Jesus also foretold their restoration. Jesus told the disciples, “You will all fall 

away, but after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee” (Mark 14:27-28 NIV). Jesus 

would take the disciples back despite the fact that they would forsake him; and if he did this for 

them, he will do this for you and me.  

God is full of grace, forgiveness, redemption, and restoration. However, even though we are 

forgiven and accepted, even though we get out of an unhealthy relationship, even though we 

overcome the bitterness of life, on many occasions we have to deal with the situation of classical 

conditioning. There are noises that take our minds back to the time of that unpleasant incident. 

Even though God embraces us regardless of our mistakes, there are still “cock-a-doodle-doos” 

that remind us of the time(s) that we have deserted, betrayed, and denied God and others. There 

are “cock-a-doodle-doos” that remind us of the times when we have been deserted, betrayed, and 

denied.  

How many times have you found yourself asking for forgiveness for the same mistakes? The 

reason we do so is not because we have not been forgiven. It is because there are certain 

conditions that take our minds back to the time when we abandoned God’s way, and we are not 

forgiving of ourselves. How many times have you found yourself playing in your mind those 

awful events that bring your spirit down? Again, some incidents belong to the past, but we need 

mental and emotional liberation.  

Jesus not only wants you to receive his forgiveness. Jesus wants to re-program your mind so you 

don’t live the rest of your life feeling guilty for the things of the past; things the Master already 

granted you his pardon for. Jesus not only forgave Peter; Jesus re-conditioned Peter’s mind as 

well. Let me show you what happened. We read in John 21, 

After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.” “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. Jesus 

repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you 

know I love you.” “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said. A third time he asked him, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, 
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“Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep. John 

21:15-17 NLT 

We just read how Jesus restored Peter. We can establish a parallel between Peter’s three denials 

and the three times Jesus asked Peter, do you love me? But, Jesus not only asked Peter the same 

question three times; Jesus also commissioned Peter three times. The master said something like: 

Peter, you love me; therefore, 

1. Feed my lambs 

2. Take care of my sheep 

3. Feed my sheep 

You may be thinking that this conversation is not addressing the “cock-a-doodle-doo” problem, 

and to some extent you are right. If you don’t take into consideration the environment where this 

conversation is taking place, you won’t see how Jesus is reprogramming Peter’s mind, so that he 

will not live the rest of his life feeling guilty. Let me reveal to you a treasure in this section of the 

scripture. For us to see how Jesus is taking care of the “cock-a-doodle-doo” problem, we have to 

go back a few verses. This is what the Bible says,  

At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he was. John 21:4 

NLT 

You may be thinking, “how is this verse showing that Jesus is taking care of Peter’s ‘cock-a-

doodle-doo’ problem?” For you to see what is going on here, let me change one of the words of 

this verse and use a synonym instead. 

At “cockcrow” Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he was. John 

21:4 NLT 

You probably didn’t know that there was a word in the English language such as “cockcrow.” It 

simply means dawn, sunrise, or daybreak. Scripture is telling us that Jesus came to meet his 

disciples at dawn when the roosters were crowing. Jesus was having an intimate conversation 

with Peter, and as they spoke, the sound that filled the background was most likely a “cock-a-

doodle-doo.”  

Let me show you what happened. (I am going to ask the help of 2 male volunteers to act out the 

verses below). 

Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I 

love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my lambs,” [background noise: cock-a-doodle-doo] 

Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, 

“you know I love you.” Jesus said, “Then take care of my sheep,” [background noise: cock-a-

doodle-doo] 
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A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus 

asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep” [background noise: cock-a-doodle-doo]. 

Where you able to see how Jesus was reconditioning Peter’s mind? 

At the very beginning, I said that a “cock-a-doodle-doo” can make your life miserable. Yet, it is 

also true that Jesus can give a new meaning to the same “cock-a-doodle-doo,” giving you a new 

mission and purpose in life. From this moment on, the rooster’s crow has a new meaning for 

Peter. Every time a cock crows Peter will remember that he has a new mission in life; that his 

mission is to feed and care for other believers who may have gone through similar painful 

experiences (Ex. addictions, marital problems, financial difficulties, and other kinds of crises).  

It’s true that God wants to use our strengths, but the Lord also wants to use your weaknesses, 

pains and wounds to glorify His name. Yes, the Lord wants to change your disillusionments; but 

he also uses your disappointments to show the world the glory of God. No longer will Peter feel 

guilty when the rooster crows. Now, every morning Peter will be reminded of his mission to 

proclaim the Good News of the amazing grace of God. No longer will Peter feel guilty for his 

mistake; he will use his experience to talk about the God’s mercy. We are sinners saved by 

grace. It is like the old hymn: 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

Here is the Good News: Jesus did this for Peter and God wants to do the same for you and 

everyone on this earth. Our God is an expert in showing grace, compassion, and giving new 

meaning to our lives. The Lord wants to give new meaning to the sound that previously made us 

feel guilty. Instead, it will remind us of the amazing grace of the Father and the new mission God 

has given us.  

It is my greatest desire that the next time you hear the sound of your “cock-a-doodle-doo” you 

won’t be embarrassed, but you will be empowered and inspired to preach of God’s amazing 

grace.  


