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Chosen 
Acts 9:1-22 

When we hear the word “chosen,” we think of an extraordinary person with a special mission in 
life. We characterize “chosen” ones as unique, intelligent, talented, respectable, and well-known 
individuals. We have glamourized and idealized the term “chosen,” and it is for this reason we 
sometimes think that chosen ones are just a few.  

When we talk about chosen people you may think of protagonists of great deeds such as Moses, 
David, Daniel, and Jesus. However, I am here to remind you that in God’s economy, chosen 
people are not always under the spotlight. They don’t always enjoy fame and recognition, and 
they are not necessarily sent to places of comfort.  

Sometimes, chosen people spend their lives in disturbing corners and are left in the darkness of 
oblivion. In God’s economy, chosen people are behind the scene. They play seeming 
insignificant roles. They make “small” contributions but with their input, thousands of lives are 
fed. In God’s economy, chosen people are not superheroes who work on their own, instead they 
work in partnership with others through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

After hearing the Scripture reading, you may think that I want to talk about Paul and how he was 
chosen. After all, you just heard how God told Ananias that Paul was God’s “chosen instrument 
to proclaim my [God’s] name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel” (Acts 
9:15). But, I am not here to talk about Paul and how he was chosen. 

I want to talk about a guy who has a very short participation in the story of Paul’s conversion. 
But please, know that the duration of his appearance in this account is not proportional to the 
magnitude of his actions’ impact. Some folks will never think of him as a chosen one, but there 
is no doubt that Ananias was chosen by the Lord. Actually, his name means “favored one.” 

The story begins reminding us of the kind of person Paul was. Personally, I don’t think Paul was 
a bad guy. He did what he did out of a deep sense of conviction, commitment, respect and love 
for God. Paul persecuted, arrested, and killed followers of Jesus thinking that he was pleasing 
God and that he was doing what was right. I do believe that his actions were carried out with 
good intentions. This should serve as a warning to those who love God and revere his name: we 
can do a lot of harm with good intentions and even in the name of God. 

Paul’s life before his conversion is an example of how we can do a lot of harm with good 
intentions and even in the name of God. If our faith becomes a self-absorbed religion that 
believes to know the fullness of God, we are at great risk to miss how the Lord is working in our 
midst. That’s what happened to Paul before his encounter with Jesus. For Paul, it was 
blasphemous to think that God had taken human form in the person of Jesus and, in God’s 
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defense, he opposed and hunted the early Christian church. It is for this reason that Paul was 
“breathing out murderous (mortal) threats against the Lord’s disciples” (Acts 9:1). 

So on his way to Damascus, full of rage and hate towards this new religion that was developing, 
Paul had a supernatural experience. A light from heaven flashed around him. Jesus confronted 
Paul, spoke to him, and gave him instructions.  

As soon as Paul entered into the city of Damascus, while he was still blind, God gave him a 
vision of a man by the name of Ananias coming to him and laying hands on him to restore his 
sight. The Bible says, “For three days Paul was blind, and did not eat or drink anything” (Acts 
9:9). 

Around the same time, God revealed in a vision to Ananias that he was being chosen to talk to 
Paul. The Bible says that the Lord called Ananias and he answered, “Here I am, Lord” (AMP). 
Here we have one of the characteristics of those who are chosen.  

Chosen People Make Themselves Available to the Call of God 

God is not looking for exceptional, sharp, talented, super educated individuals. God is looking 
for people who will avail themselves to him. In God’s sight, the available become the preferred. 
Ananias made himself available and, for this reason, he was chosen to be the one to lay hands on 
the soon-to-be preacher.  

I want you to notice that Ananias made himself available to God’s missionary call even before he 
knew the kind of mission he was being sent to. Sometimes, we want to pick and choose where to 
go and what to do. Sometimes, we want to pick and choose the people we want to minister to. 
We give God a description of our preferred mission and we obey only if God’s will aligns with 
our desires. But that’s not how God works. God chooses those who are willing to say, “Here I 
am, Lord,” with no strings attached. Being chosen requires a degree of openness. It requires us to 
listen to what God has to say.  

Now, listening to God does not mean you will not have questions. It does not mean you will like 
everything the Lord will tell you. If the voice you are listening to doesn’t call you out of your 
comfort zone, you are probably listening to your own voice. God calls us to take a risk and step 
out in faith. Most likely, this call will make you raise your eyebrows and ask yourself a couple of 
questions. That is exactly what happened to Ananias after knowing what his mission was all 
about. 

Chosen People Have Questions 

As soon as Ananias knew that God was calling him to pray over the “Terminator” of Christians, 
he raised a question. “I am not sure if we are talking about the same guy. You know I have heard 
about ‘the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem and I know he has come here to 
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arrest all who call on your name (v.13-14). Are you sure you want me to go and see this 
person?’” 

I love this part of the story, because it reminds me that chosen people are not free of questions. 
Don’t ever think that your questions make you a bad candidate for the service of the Lord. If you 
are a normal human being like me, you have and you will have many questions as you walk on 
this journey of faith. 

The word of God is Good News; it brings order, light, and life; but there are times when these 
same words make us scratch our heads. There are times when God speaks to us and the message 
the Lord gives us is good, but it does not make us happy. 

If you want to corroborate what I am saying, read the story of Jonah and Moses and pay attention 
to their first reaction. Or, just remember the time when the Lord invited you to ask for or extend 
forgiveness. That invitation was good, but perhaps you had some reservations and this call did 
not make you leap for joy. 

This was the case of Ananias. His mission was to visit Paul, The Terminator. Maybe Ananias 
had some questions, but he didn’t let his fears and objections stand in the way of God’s call for 
his life. This brings me to my next point. God chooses whoever is willing to ultimately follow 
God’s lead. 

Chosen People Believe and Follow God’s Lead 

I am sure it was kind of a shock for Ananias to hear the nature of his mission. However, I am 
certain that Ananias was convinced that God has the power to change a terrorist into a messenger 
of good news. The reason Ananias was able to follow God’s lead was because he fully believed 
God was choosing Paul as an instrument to proclaim God’s name. Ananias didn’t know the 
details, but he chose to believe that God is, in fact, at work in the lives of those who seem 
most despicable to us. 

Chosen People Are on a Mission of Restoration 

Ananias made himself available. Of course he had questions, but he listened, believed and 
followed God’s lead. And all of a sudden, he found himself on a mission of restoration. God 
chooses people not to give them fame and status, but to play a role in God’s salvific actions 
in the world. 

Being on a mission of restoration means, “seeing people as God sees them.” You may think that 
Ananias was only used by God to restore the sight of Paul. This actually happened, but there is 
more to it. I want you to pay attention to the greeting of Ananias to Paul. “Then Ananias went to 
the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul the Lord…has sent 
me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:17). 
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Through Ananias, God was not only restoring Paul’s vision. The Lord was also restoring Paul to 
a right relationship with God and God’s chosen people. After being opened to the call of God, 
Ananias saw in Paul a person deserving of love. Ananias saw in Paul a brother, not an enemy. I 
like to think that God used Ananias’ greeting to pierce Paul’s soul with divine love and to bring 
the conversion that began on the road to Damascus to a higher level. 

Friends, being chosen by God doesn’t mean to have special privileges; it means to respond to a 
special call, the call of God. This call has extreme importance no matter the size, duration, or 
appeal. The work of Ananias is not celebrated today as the work Paul did, but Ananias’ mission 
was as valuable as Paul’s. In fact, we have Paul and his legacy because there was someone like 
Ananias who made himself available to the Lord and was willing to reach out and bring good 
news to the cruelest. 

You are an “Ananias.” There is a Saul in your life. Don’t call him/her evil, failure, or unworthy. 
Call her/him sister and brother. Remind that person that God wants to choose him/her as an 
instrument to proclaim God’s name. The Lord is calling you to a mission of restoration. 

So, be open to God’s directive; see people as God sees them. Listen, believe in, and follow 
God’s lead. Pray for enemies, bless those who curse you, and commit yourself to be instrumental 
in restoring people to a right relationship with God and God’s chosen people. 

So, get your maps out and go to “the house located on Straight Street.” Go to that location where 
you know there is someone who needs to be restored. Go and lay your hands on them so that 
they may see with new eyes; so that that may be filled with the Holy Spirit. Go because “You are 
a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). 


