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Dear Members and Friends of LaPorte UMC, 

It has been a long and arduous 14 months since we first entered into the global coronavirus pandemic. 

Though this has been a trying time, God has continued to be faithful and has continued to move within 

our faith communities.  We have seen growth in many ways, including new relationships born through 

our online platforms and deeper connections with one another, as we became even more intentional 

about staying connected by phone calls, Words of Encouragements, and other methods. 

Throughout the pandemic, we have followed the health recommendations as set forth by the Center for 

Disease Control, and the health mandates as set by our state and local health departments. Recently, 

these recommendations and mandates have been revised to reflect a better understanding of the 

effectiveness of the Covid-19 vaccines.  

Effective on June 2, 2021, if you have been fully vaccinated, you may remove your mask while in our 

buildings.  We ask that, if you have not yet been vaccinated, you continue to wear a mask and continue 

to social distance.  

We will not be asking for verification of your vaccination status.  We understand that this is personal 

health information.  We trust that each one of you will act with the utmost integrity and will comply 

with the health mandate as it is written, continuing to protect the vulnerable among us.  

We also understand that there are some people who have been vaccinated who are not ready to go mask-

free yet.  We honor and respect everyone’s personal convictions and choices.  We understand that the 

past 14 months have been traumatic and it may take a while for all people to feel fully comfortable 

navigating in public in the post-pandemic world.  We will continue to respect the differing opinions 

among us.  

Our cleaning and sanitizing protocols will stay in place. Therefore, if you use a room please clean it 

afterwards with the provided cleaning solutions. Also, please note that the restricted communion and 

offering practices will continue as they have been for the present time. Traditional communion and 

offering practices along with printed material in the pews will be phased back into practice as we 

continue to recover from the effects of Covid-19. The use of the balcony will continue to be closed until 

further notice. We will continue to encourage social distancing measures in the sanctuary; therefore, the 

blue tape will remain on the pews.  
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All food practices in respect to luncheons, meals, and snack times will resume on June 2, 2021, with 

adherence to normal cleaning and sanitizing practices. However, the building will not be offered for use 

by outside groups or events at this time. This limitation will be re-evaluated on a monthly basis and will 

be continued or adjusted as deemed necessary. Please note that this does not include fundraisers, meals, 

or other activities originating from groups or entities from within the membership or administration of 

the church. Funeral luncheons will also be allowed. 

Thank you for your faithfulness to our faith community and the countless ways that you have served 

God and loved one another.  

Blessings, 

Pastor William T. Baker and the Leadership Team 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


