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Beloved, Spirit-filled Children 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Victor Mesa is one of the greatest players in the history of Cuban baseball. Hitting, he was great. 

As a centerfielder, Victor was outstanding. Some sources say that the man stole Homeplate 8 

times in his career. As an athlete, Victor was the real deal of his time. 

However, the life of Victor was not always one of glamour and glory. Victor had a difficult 

upbringing. He was part of a one-parent household. His mom struggled to provide for the family. 

There were not many opportunities available. Life was hard for the Mesa family. 

Since he was a child, Victor loved to play ball. He recalls going to the baseball field every day 

after school. He and his friends played until the sun went down. He usually got home late at 

night, sweaty and tired. And you can imagine that after intense sessions of baseball, it was a 

challenge to do school work. His mother was not a big fan of the many hours he spent in the 

baseball field. 

One day, Victor got home from paying baseball. Again, it was late. His mother began to argue 

with him. Victor’s obsession with baseball was driving her crazy. And that specific night, after a 

rough day at work, Victor’s mother began to air all her frustrations.  

In the heat of the argument, Victor recalls the voice of his grandpa calling for the attention of his 

daughter, Victor’s mother. With a deep voice, full of compassion and carrying the perfect 

combination of kindness and determination, Grandpa, who was Victor’s fatherly figure said, 

“Olga, I need to tell you something. Victor is not doing anything wrong. He is a lovely kid who 

has a dream and a passion. And I want you to know this, Victor is the one who is going the get 

this family ahead in life.” 

Victor Mesa says that from that day on, the words of his grandpa never left him. He could hear 

over and over again his grandfather saying, “Victor is a lovely kid who has a dream and a 

passion… And he is the one who is going the get this family ahead in life.” That was the day that 

he awakened to a new way of being. The voice of his grandpa marked him in a wonderful way. 

From that day forward, Victor knew that he not only had a passion, but also a mission and a 

purpose in life. He was the one called to propel his family towards a brighter future. 

Recalling the moment, Victor expressed in a recent interview, “Grandpa’s words gave me 

strength during difficult times. Those words were my inspiration on and off of the field. They 

inspired me to give my best twice as much. Because of Grandpa’s words, I knew I had a mission 

that I couldn’t overlook. That night my grandpa set me up for success. The determination, vision, 

and desire for all of my accomplishments were given to me that night.” 
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The reason I am sharing this story with you is because I see a lot of similarities in this morning 

gospel reading. I see God the Father speaking words of life over Jesus, God’s beloved Son. The 

baptism of Jesus marks an important point in his life. Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of 

Jesus’ public ministry. From now on, Jesus will carry forward his mission in life. From this day 

forward, there will be days full of glory, but there will also be days full of trials and tribulations. 

I am amazed by the fact that at such important stage of Jesus’ earthly experience, God the Father 

opens the heavens to bring a message to Jesus. The Bible says, “the Holy Spirit descended on 

him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; 

with you I am well pleased”.” 

Here is what I learn from this glorious moment and especially from the words of the Father.  

1. We belong to God. We matter because we belong to the Creator of the universe. The 

Lord says, “You are mine…” not in a possessive, greedy way but in a loving manner.   

2. God is extremely interested in letting us know who we are. Beyond titles and anything 

else, God wants us to know we are beloved children.  

3. The words of God the Father were not only for Jesus. God’s words are for all of us. It is 

easy to imagine God speaking in such a way to Jesus. It is harder to see us as recipients of 

the same words God spoke over Jesus. But the Good News is that God has opened the 

heavens to give us the message that we too are beloved children. 

a. In our baptism, we were given a new identity. We, too, are beloved sons and 

daughters. In our baptism, we not only receive a new identity, but God also fills 

us with the Holy Ghost to empower us and move us forward to a new and brighter 

future. In your baptism, God set you up for a successful life of discipleship. 

Here is an interesting fact. From a biblical perspective, the voice of God pierced the heavens 

with the message “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased” twice during Jesus’ 

public ministry. And it is more interesting to see the timing of these instances and the events that 

took place after these occasions.  

The first time God spoke these words (“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased”) was at Jesus’ baptism. Then, it happened again at Jesus’ transfiguration. Both of these 

moments are decisive in the life of Jesus. One marks the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. The other 

marks the beginning of Jesus’ passion. Both of these moments are followed by trying situations.  

The event that took place right after Jesus’ baptism is the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness. I 

love the fact that before Jesus’ temptation and crucifixion the Father reminds Jesus who he is and 

whose he is. I love the fact that those words came to Jesus at a time when testing situations were 

about to arise. I believe that the reassurance Jesus received from the Father at these moments was 

fundamental for Jesus to overcome the difficulties he was about to face. With these words, God 

the Father was setting Jesus up for success.  
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I want you to know we share with Jesus in his baptism. I want you to know that at the time of 

your baptism you were claimed by God as his own. Like Jesus, at the time of your baptism, the 

Holy Spirit came upon you, and you were given everything you need to be a successful disciple 

of Jesus. You don’t need more of the Holy Ghost. God has given you not a portion, but the Holy 

Spirit in all the Spirit’s fullness. You just need to allow the Spirit to have more and more of you 

every single day.  

At his baptism, Jesus received reassurance from the Father that he needed to overcome the 

difficulties he was about to face. You and I today receive the same reassurance to overcome 

trials and temptations. 

• We don’t have to give in to dehumanizing fears that lead us to treat others with 

hostility… We are beloved children of God, made to please the Father.  

• We don’t have to be ruled by insecurities that lead us to seek control, only to satisfy our 

preferences and tame our anxieties… We are beloved children of God, made to please the 

Father.  

• We don’t have to be controlled by divisive, dualistic, and conflict-ridden mentalities… 

We are beloved children of God, made to please the Father.  

• We don’t have to be dominated by a mentality of scarcity where it is hard for us to share 

recognition and credit, power, profit, and resources, and be genuinely happy for the 

success of others… We are beloved children of God, made to please the Father.  

• We don’t have to fall into the temptation of self-preservation at the expense of our 

neighbors… We are beloved children of God, made to please the Father. 

• We don’t have to collapse before destructive patterns and behaviors… We are beloved 

children of God, made to please the Father. 

• We can release our ways and seek God’s way above anything else… We are beloved 

children of God, made to please the Father. 

• We can overcome any compulsion that goes against God’s will… We are beloved 

children of God, made to please the Father. 

God has implanted in you the capacity to do what is right. Today, the Lord is reminding us of 

that capacity, of your real identity. God has given you the fullness of the Spirit. You have the 

power of God in you to do what is right and acceptable before the Lord. You can overcome any 

temptation. You are a beloved, Spirit-filled child of God.  

Benediction… 

I want to send you home with a phrase Thea Bowman used to say very often, “Remember who 

you are and whose you are.” So, go out into the world knowing that you are a beloved child, 

God’s own possession.” Go out into the world and “Live out your inheritance! You are loved, 
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redeemed and filled with the Holy Spirit. You have the power of God in you to fight any battle 

you face.”1 

 
1 https://maxlucado.com/listen/remember-whose-you-are/ 


