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LIVING IN THE INTERSECTION 

Matthew 25 and Matthew 28 

Life flourishes at intersections! Think about it! Great things happen when passion, gifts, and needs cross each other. There 
is so much richness in the junction of faith and action, grace and truth, compassion and accountability, determination and 
wisdom, strength and gentleness, grounded-ness and imagination. I have experienced a continually growing, purpose-
driven quality to life in the intersections of giving and receiving, teaching and learning, and confidence and humility. Yes, I 
have found that the above junctures, among many others, are fertile grounds where people find meaning and thrive. 

Do you see yourself living in any or several of these intersections? What about our church? The community at large? What 
are some of the practices we can intentionally observe to live in these junctions purposefully?  

In our church, we want to move closer to the center of an intersection presented to us through Biblical text. I am talking 
about the intersection of Matthew 25 and Mathew 28. In these passages, we find the confluence of caring for our neighbors 
(Matthew 25:34-40) and making disciples of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-20), which describe our vocation as Christians. 
The coming together of these texts is the nucleus of our mission as the Body of Christ.  

As a church, we already are in the vicinity of the aforementioned junction. Yet, there are things we can do to move to the 
heart of this intersection. I am inviting all of God’s people at LaPorte to joyfully and supportively move to the hub of our 
mission. How can we do that? Below is a plan that we are asking you to support with your prayers, presence, gifts and 
witness.  

One of our church’s ministries is the monthly Community Breakfast. This ministry aligns with one of the longstanding 
practices of Jesus and his followers, the sharing of the table. This is a ministry that we can really develop as we seek to live 
in the intersection of Matthew 25 and Matthew 28. As a church, we have committed to make the most of the Community 
Breakfast by: 
 

1. Using this setting to foster a sense of community within the church as well as the surrounding communities. 
 For instance, we will strengthen and develop relationships among participants. We will be more intentional 

about inviting others to join us. 
 

2. Making this initiative more of a relational rather than a transactional ministry. Furthermore, the goal is to move the 
Community Breakfast towards a cooperative and transformational ministry for all its participants. 
 For instance, you can be a table host, a conversation partner at the table, a greeter, a listener, or just give the 

gift of your full and undivided attention. 
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3. Providing the community at large with all-encompassing nourishment. God’s children know that “people won’t live 
by bread alone, but by every word spoken by God.” So, it is imperative for this ministry to offer the Bread of Life 
along with regular bread.  
 In addition to nutritious food, we will share hope and encouragement with gentleness and respect. 

 
As together we move closer to the heart of the intersection of Matthew 25 and Matthew 28, we need to keep the goal for this 
ministry as our guiding principle. That is reflect more clearly its Christ-centered, disciple-making, community-building nature. 
By working together, we will accomplish this goal. We will be encouraging one another with the words of the apostle Paul, 
“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people, but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God” (2 Corinthians 9:12).  

I am asking you to commit to the new Community Breakfast ministry. As a kickoff, we are planning a special birthday party 
on Sunday, September 29th to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the breakfast program. Being Methodists, we are doing this 
in a traditional fashion and inviting all of you to a breakfast pot luck. All of you are asked to bring a breakfast dish to share 
and join with our usual crowd for food and frolic.  

Let’s make it a priority to participate and contribute in meaningful and active ways within this program, moving our church to 
the nucleus of our mission as the Body of Christ. May our time at the breakfast table become a ministry where the presence 
and power of the resurrected Christ is revealed to all people.  

Remember, life flourishes at intersections. May our church blossom as we live in the confluence of caring for our neighbors 
and making disciples of Jesus Christ. Keep your eyes open for more information. The best is yet to come!!! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Luigi

 

Sports Camp time is here!  We begin camp on 
Thursday, July 25th and continue on Thursdays August 1, 

8 and 15.  On August 15, the last day of camp, we will be 
celebrating with the kids with an award ceremony, kids 
vs. parents kickball, and a good old fashioned summer 
cookout. Everyone is welcome – come cheer on our 
special kids!  Thanks for your continued support. 
 

Volunteer Training – Plan to attend one of these  
hour-long sessions.  Lunch will be provided. 
   Sunday, June 30 at Noon, following Worship 
   Sunday, July 7 at Noon, following Worship  
 

Camp Location: Indian Hollow Reservation,  
38744 Parsons Rd.  
 

Camp Dates:  6:30 – 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 25 
and Thursdays August 1, 8, & 15. 
 

Questions? Please contact Rachel Kisilewicz at  
330-635-9705 or Rkisilewicz3@gmail.com. 

.   

Midview West Student Inventor 
 
 

Baylee Babel will represent Midview at the Ohio 
Invention Convention & Entrepreneurship Competition on 
July 28!  Her invention is “Vehicle Vision Visor,” which is 
designed to help keep a car’s backup camera clear. It 
received top honors at Midview’s Invention Convention in 
March, which advanced her to the state level. On July 28, 
inventors will compete for educational scholarships and 
prizes with a chance of advancing to the National 
Invention Convention & Entrepreneurship Expo.  For 
more information about the competition, visit 
www.inventionleague.org/events    
 

Love and best wishes from 
everyone at LaPorte, Baylee! 

 
 

 

Kingdom  
SportS Camp 
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United Methodist Women 
 

Linda Cowie, UMW President 
 

After two years of prayerful consideration, I’ve decided to 
resign as president of the U.M.W. here at LaPorte UMC. 
It’s a position I got by default, as there was no one else 
willing to be president and there were never enough 
women in attendance at meetings to hold an election. For 
the past six years, I’ve tried to do my best to fulfill the role 
but, due to my husband’s failing health, I no longer feel 
this is something I should be involved in. 
 
The U.M.W. does not meet during July and August, and 
I’m hoping that by September someone will feel called to 
take on the role of president.  The organization does a lot 
for the church and the community through its fundraising 
efforts.  We always get a lot of help from the congregation 
when we have a project, and I will continue to help in any 
way I can; I just can’t be a leader for the foreseeable 
future. 
 

 

Worship News 
Karen Ely worship@laportechurch.org 

  

Thank you to the Worship Committee members:  Shona 
Merrill for decorating the altar for Memorial Day and 
Ginny Gilder and others for setting out the beautiful 
geraniums for Pentecost Sunday.   
 
On Sunday, AUGUST 11, 2019 we plan to recognize this 
year’s 50-year members of the congregation with a cake 
reception in Fellowship Hall following the worship service.  
This year we will honor Nancy Reed and Donna Witherell.   
Karen Ely will contact them in July to get confirmation 
they can be present on this special day. 

 

United Methodist Men’s Group 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

FATHER’S DAY COOK-OUT 

The annual Father’s Day Cook-Out was held June 16 
following the worship service.  Great food and a 
wonderful time was had by all.  This year, the men 
teamed up with the youth for an Egg Drop Contest. Those 
participating were Dave VanArsdale & Joel Greenly, Eric 
Greenly & Ludwig Perez, Pastor Luigi & Bella Kisilewicz, 
Ethan Greenly & Baylee Babel, Jim Heron & James 
Hignett, Wes Eddy & Virginia Rich, Alan George & 
Reuben Greenly, and Harold Smith & Madeline 
Babel.  What a joy to see this wonderful intergenerational 
team event. They all came out winners! Thank you to all 
who came and enjoyed this time of fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A friendly reminder - all men of LaPorte are invited to 
attend the monthly United Methodist Men’s Meetings. 
They are held the second Monday evening of each 
month. Dinner begins at 6:00 with a meeting and study to 
follow. Men of LaPorte – get involved. If you are curious, 
join us July 8. Questions, contact Carl Smith. 

 

LaPorte UMC has a website, 
Facebook page, and  
YouTube channel! 

 

Check out our website  
at laportechurch.org and be sure to like us on 

Facebook (@laporteumc) to keep in touch 
with what the church is doing.   

Subscribe to us on YouTube for  
sermons you’d like to hear again. 
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Cheryl Smith missions@laportechurch.org 

 
SWISS STEAK DINNER & DANCING  

TO THE MUSIC OF THE 50’s/60’s 
The Mission Outreach Team of LaPorte UMC would like 
to THANK YOU for all of your support and attendance at 
the SWISS STEAK DINNER & DANCING TO THE 
MUSIC OF THE 50’s/60’s on Saturday, May 11, 2019. A 
delicious meal was had, and DJs Larry and Pat 
Farnsworth kept us dancing all evening. We made 
$1,200, and all proceeds will be supporting projects of 
LaPorte UMC.  Again, many thanks for your blessings.  

 
CLOTHE-A-KID 

We are working with Love Inc. again this year.  The 
names of children and their needs will soon be distributed 
– we are committed to 25 children this year and can add 
to that if needed. The need is so great in Lorain 
County.  If you missed the sign up and want a child, 
contact Cheryl Smith.   Upon receiving the purchased 
clothing/needs, LaPorte will serve as a distribution 
site.  On Saturday, August 10, we will host a pick up 
event in which the families will come to LaPorte to get 
their child’s school clothing. For those unable to attend, 
we will deliver the bags to the children at their homes.  At 
that time, we will be able to minister to those families and 
invite them to LaPorte for Sunday School and Services, 
Rally Day, Trunk or Treat, and share other 
happenings.  Details will be forth coming as the 
distribution time comes near.  Please prayerfully consider 
helping out in some way with this community outreach 
mission opportunity.  Again, questions, see Cheryl Smith.  
 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE OF LORAIN COUNTY 
BUILD A BED PROGRAM 

 

Have you ever imagined not having a bed to sleep in? A 
Lorain County nonprofit organization – Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace – builds beds for the many children of Lorain 
County who do not have a bed to sleep in. As of this 
writing, there is a waiting list of 300 beds needed. On 
Saturday, June 15, a nationwide bed build occurred. The 
Lorain County Chapter build goal was 210 beds. By 1:00, 
240 beds had been completed. Chris Callahan and Carl & 
Cheryl Smith participated and had an amazing day! 
LaPorte will be undertaking a Bed Build Day. No date has 
been set – it will be held on a Saturday. The process is 
easy, an assembly line of sorts. There will be jobs for 
everyone. Keep your eyes and ears posted for this 
exciting outreach opportunity for LaPorte’s community. 

 

MISSION TO SPRUCE UP LAPORTE 

The Trustees need some help in sprucing up and 
completing repairs to our building. There is a chart in the 
hallway outside the office with tasks that need to be 
completed. Please check out the list, get a group 
together, and fellowship with a purpose.  Al Gilder can 
explain the tasks more thoroughly, if you have questions. 

Needed tasks include: 
 New lamps in Fellowship Hall 
 Men’s restroom walls – repair/paint 
 Clean all windows 
 Clean all tables and chairs in Fellowship Hall 
 Power wash outside exterior 
 Paint windows on the outside 
 Paint doors of the addition 
 Paint exterior doors 
 Paint north side vent and windows of Fellowship Hall 
 Install drain outside southwest doors 
 Clean up the AC unit 

We all have skills and a willingness to help out. Sign up 
and use your skills or learn a new one.  Help spruce up 
LaPorte, and have a great time with fellow Christians. 
You can pick the time to complete your task. The goal is 
to have them completed by the fall.  If a week is selected 
for many of the tasks to be completed at once, missions 
will supply lunch.  Any questions, see Cheryl Smith or 
Al Gilder. To get the instructions on how to complete 
the task and the needed supply list, see Al 
Gilder.  Please prayerfully consider giving your time and 
abilities to this mission to spruce up LaPorte. 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

Thank you so much for helping our children collect 
change for change each month. God bless your 
generous giving and those who are receiving. Those 
receiving our generous offerings will be July – Second 
Harvest Food Bank of North Central Ohio and August – 
Fill This House. 
 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s 
Shed.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the 
world.  It helps our environment by keeping the clothing 
out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is 
for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No 
rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
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please. Tax deductible sheets are located on the shed. 
Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  That helps 
with the collection process.  
 

CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS TO US 
COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 

Webster’s definition of communion is an act of sharing; 
community; participation.  Biblical definitions include 
fellowship with God, between Christ and his people, and 
by the spirit.  2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work.” 

 The first Sunday of each month, we celebrate 
communion by the breaking of the bread and drinking 
from the cup in remembrance of our Lord and 
Savior.  Not all Christians or people have that 
opportunity.  Communion is an act of sharing. We are 
asking each person to bring a can or cans of food for our 
Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of the month – our 
communion Sundays. Items of need will be posted for the 
months.  General needs include canned chicken and 
tuna, oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, bagged rice, canned 
fruit, and applesauce. 

 Let us take this opportunity to share our love with those 
in need.  Let us take delight in the work given to us to do, 
no matter how small.  As Jesus shares his love towards 
us through the bread and the cup, let us share 
communion through our Caring Cupboard.  If you have 
any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl 
Smith.  May all we do, bless others.  

 
THANK YOU FROM THE 

MISSIONS 
COMMITTEE/TEAM 

Thank you so much for 
all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for 
the mission outreach 
work of LaPorte.  If you 
would like to help out with 
any of our 

activities/events/projects, be a servant on the Missions 
committee/team, or have any questions/suggestions 
about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith 
(Chair).   
 

Our next Missions Meeting will be on  
Monday, July 1 at 6:00. 

 

Methodist Youth         
Fellowship 

Stacy Goetz             
youthdirector@laportechurch.org  

 

MYF NEWS!!! 
 

On Father’s Day, the youth once again brought their 
years of wisdom to church and shared it with the 
congregation on Youth Sunday.  “Pastor” Joel Greenly 
spoke to us about Super Heroes.  Can you believe we 
have stories of such wonderful beings in the Bible?  If you 
missed his message, stop in some Sunday and ask him 
about it, I’m sure he would love to share it with you.   
 
Also, on Father’s Day, we held our first Egg Drop 
Competition.  I was approached by the UMM a while back 
and was asked if there was anything the men of the 
church could do for the youth.  Do they need anything 
they could purchase for them?  TV?  Basketball, etc.?  
I simply requested the gift of time.  I love to work towards 
mingling the generations of this church.  After all, we can 
all learn from one another, right?  So, with some time to 
think about just how this would happen, the Egg Drop 
Competition developed.  The young and the not so young 
anymore paired up into teams.  They made contraptions 
to protect an egg as it’s dropped from the mezzanine in 
Fellowship Hall.  Two Sundays, two hours each created 
an amazingly fun time for all.  Our youth got to work with 
some mighty masterminds, and hopefully they taught 
those masterminds a thing or two, as well.  End result, we 
will definitely do this again and maybe even work on a 
few other events! 
============ 
Other things we are interested in doing this Summer? 
 

Special music during a service and a parking lot music 
event if we drum up enough interest.  Burgers and dogs 
anyone?  Just let the office or Stacy know if you would be 
interested in a mid-August evening of worship music. 
We are also looking at a baseball game at the Crushers 
Stadium in Avon. 
 

In September:  Rally Weekend (likely 9/7 & 9/8) and  
PointFest (9/14) – stay tuned for more information! 
========== 
 

Words of Wisdom from Stacy:  

Don’t just take time to smell the roses, 
but take time to grow and tend to the roses.  One day 
those roses will be grown and moved away and you will 
miss them when they are gone.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS - JULY 2019 
Please check the weekly bulletin and insert(s) or listen to announcements for any updates. 

 
 

Monday, July 1  6:00pm Missions Meeting 
    7:00pm – Stephen Ministry Meeting 
Wednesday, July 3 10:00am – Sign Language Class 

6:30pm Worship Service 
Thursday, July 4 A Blessed Independence Day to All! 
Friday, July 5  Church Office Closed 
Sunday, July 7  11:00am Worship Service / Communion Sunday / Caring Cupboard Food Collection 

Noon - Kingdom Sports Camp – Volunteer Training 
Monday July 8   Monday, July 8 thru Friday July 12 from 9:00am – 12pm - ROAR!!!!  Vacation Bible School  

6:00pm – United Methodist Men’s Meeting 
7:00pm – Prayer Shawl 

Tuesday, July 9 6:00pm – SPRC Meeting 
6:18 Prayer Group 

 7:00pm – Meeting Night 
Wednesday, July 10 10:00am – Sign Language Class 
   6:30pm – Disciple Light Bible Study 
Sunday, July 14  11:00am Worship Service with Vacation Bible School Participants 
Tuesday, July 16 6:00pm Finance Committee Meeting 

6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, July 17 10:00am – Sign Language Class 
   6:30pm – Disciple Light Bible Study 
Sunday, July 21 11:00am Worship Service 
Monday, July 22  7:00pm – Robson Road Meeting 
Tuesday, July 23  6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, July 24 10:00am – Sign Language Class 
   6:30pm – Disciple Light Bible Study 
Thursday, July 25 6:30pm – Kingdom Sports Camp!  Camp meets on Thursdays: July 25 & August 1, 8, 15 
Sunday, July 28 8:30am – Community Breakfast 
   11:00am – Jubilee Worship Service 
Tuesday, July 30 6:18 – Prayer Group 
Wednesday, July 31 10:00am - Sign Language Class  
   6:30pm – Disciple Light Bible Study 
 
Please note: 
 

Ladies’ Bible Study will not meet in July and August.  The study group will resume meeting on Wednesday, 
September 4 at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Lydia Circle will not meet in July.  The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, August 28 at 1:00 p.m.  Join us then 
to help plan activities for the coming year!  Thank you – Paulette Hayslett and Sallie Gimben. 
 

Also…6:18 Prayer Group does not meet on the Tuesday evenings preceding the Wednesday evening Worship Services, 
which take place on the first Wednesday of the month. 



7 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS - AUGUST 2019 
Please check the weekly bulletin and insert(s) or listen to announcements for any updates. 

 
Thursday, August 1  6:30pm – Kingdom Sports Camp! 
Sunday, August 4 11:00am Worship Service, Communion Sunday     
Monday, August 5  7:00pm – Stephen Ministry Meeting 
Wednesday, August 7 10:00am – Sign Language Class 

6:30pm Worship Service 
Thursday, August 8  6:30pm – Kingdom Sports Camp! 
Sunday, August 11 11:00am Worship Service 
Monday, August 12 Monday – Friday of this week:  Fellowship Hall and restroom floors will be cleaned and waxed 
   6:00pm – United Methodist Men’s Meeting 
   7:00pm – Prayer Shawl  
Tuesday, August 13 6:18 Prayer Group 

7:00pm Ad Council Meeting 
Wednesday, August 14 10:00am – Sign Language Class 
   6:30pm – Disciple Light Bible Study 
Thursday, August 15 6:30pm – Kingdom Sports Camp – Celebration & Cookout 
Sunday, August 18  11:00am Worship Service 
Tuesday, August 20  6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, August 21 10:00am Sign Language Class 
   6:30pm – Disciple Light 
Sunday, August 25 8:30am – Community Breakfast 
   11:00am Worship Service 
Tuesday, August 27 3:30pm – Lay Visitation Meeting 

6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, August 28 10:00am – Sign Language Class 
   1:00pm – Lydia Circle  
   6:30pm – Disciple Light Bible Study 

 
COMING IN SEPTEMBER…  Rally Weekend (TBD, likely 9/7 & 9/8) and PointFest (9/14) – stay tuned! 
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Sympathy 
 

Our Christian sympathy, prayers and love are 
extended to the friends and family of the following: 

 

Elsie Kubiak 
Elsie Marie Kubiak was born on August 3, 1927.  She 
lived through the depression, World War II, and raised 
three wonderful sons.  She had 7 grandchildren, 15 great-
grandchildren, and was exponentially loved by her family.  
Elsie was preceded in death by her husband Robert, son 
Glen and great-grandson Logan.  We will miss her 
terribly.   
 

Troy DiFranco 
A beloved Midview math teacher and basketball coach, 
Troy DiFranco (48), passed away on Sunday, June 23 
surrounded by his family. His loss has been felt across 
Lorain County. “Troy meant so much to our school and 
our community,” Midview School Superintendent Bruce 
Willingham said. 

Barbara L. Stevens 
Barbara L. Stevens (98) went to be with her Lord and 
Savior on Sunday, June 9, 2019.  Dear to her heart was 
being a member of LaPorte UMC, where she faithfully 
attended Ladies Bible Study, Lydia Circle, Sunday 
School, and the 6:18 Prayer Group, as well as other 
activities.  Barb also participated in Silver Sneakers and 
inspired others with her spunk and determination. 
 

Mavis Muriel Hayslett 
Mavis M. Hayslett (78) was called home by our Lord on 
Saturday, May 25, 2019.  He proudly served in the Army, 
and afterwards he worked at the BF Goodrich Chemical 
Plant in Avon for 30 years.   Besides his family and 
friends, Mavis loved gardening, playing the guitar and 
playing horseshoes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
From Harry & Helen Brown: 
We would like to thank everyone who participated in our 
70th Wedding Anniversary celebration and Pastor Luigi,  
who surprised us with the renewal of our vows during 
worship.  A little history - we were married at LaPorte 
UMC on June 12, 1949 by Rev. Green with Eleanor Van 
Arsdale on piano and Doug Kennedy singing.  Our 
reception took place in the old church hall, which was in 
the basement.  At our 70th anniversary celebration, we 
were blessed to have in attendance our daughter, 
Valerie; our son, Roger; 5 grandchildren and 9 great 
grandchildren; our best man, Kurt Wieland; friends and 
church family.  We would also like to thank God for the 
wonderful life we’ve had together.   
 
From Paulette Hayslett: 
To my church family – I can’t thank you enough for all of 
your love, faithfulness and prayers for Mavis and I 
throughout the last two years when Mavis was so sick.  
You, along with our Lord Jesus, were our strength to get 
through all we had to deal with.  Without all my friends 
and Stephen Ministers, as well as our Lord, I don’t think I 
could have made it.  Thank you with love in Christ – 
Paulette. 
 
From Love INC of Lorain County: 
Thank you for your generous giving to our “Change Lives” 
coin drive.  Your support for the ministry of the Love INC 
Clearinghouse enables us to continue meeting needs and 
transforming lives in Lorain County.  Your church raised 
$128.00 for our ministry.  Thanks again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Redemptive Compassion Bible Study 
Mondays July 8, 15, 22 and 29 from 1:15-2:30 p.m. 

Love INC Clearinghouse - 221 Gulf Road, Elyria, OH 
 

Join us at the Love INC of Lorain County Clearinghouse as we delve into the Redemptive 
Compassion material from the Defining Difference model used by Love INC nationally  

to help those in need.  Video teaching by Lois M. Tupyi, a study guide and 
insightful discussions will grow and challenge you in new ways.   

Register at: https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/event/home.php?e=18464 
or call Love INC at 440-322-5683 ext5 Monday thru Thursday from 9am – Noon by 7/5/19. 
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Summer Movies and Scripture 
 

From a UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino 
Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications.  
Copied with permission from United Methodist Now 

Sitting in a movie theater can be a great escape from 
the routine (and heat) of summer. The stories told on 
the big screen are sometimes rich with imagery and 
themes that can help United Methodists reflect on our 
faith.  When you go to the movies this summer, here are 
themes popular movies may help us consider. 

Toy Story 4 (June 21, G)   Some of us have grown up with 
Woody and Buzz, and it will be great to reconnect with 
them and the others from Andy’s toy box who have been 
passed on to their new owner, Bonnie.  As he seeks to 
find and bring home Bonnie’s newest toy, Woody is 
reunited with Bo Peep, an old friend/crush. Woody and 
Bo soon discover that they want different things out of 
life. 

In Philippians 3, the Apostle Paul writes about his 
journey of faith and the need to focus on Christ. “It’s not 
that I have already reached this goal or have 
already been perfected,” he writes, “but I pursue 
it, so that I may grab hold of it because Christ 
grabbed hold of me for just this purpose” (verse 
12).  

Many of us have both Woody and Bo inside of us, 
competing desires for what we want out of life. 
How does the life of Christian faith cause us to 
think and live differently? What other desires are 
you drawn to? Are they part of your call as a 
Christian or a distraction? 

Yesterday (June 28, PG-13)  Sitting with some 
friends, struggling singer-songwriter Jack Malik 
begins to play and sing The Beatles’ “Yesterday.” 
A friend asks, “When did you write that?” 
Surprised, he reminds them that it’s a Beatles’ 
song, but no one knows who John, Paul, George, 
and Ringo are. Through some bizarre, 
supernatural occurrence, Jack is the only person 
on the planet who remembers The Beatles.  By 
playing and singing their songs, he becomes an 
overnight sensation, yet something isn’t right. 
“Sometimes,” Jack says in the trailer, “it feels like 
someone else has written all the songs.” 

In the Bible, we meet prophets who received 
special words from God. Jeremiah describes it as 
“an intense fire in my heart, trapped in my bones” 

(Jeremiah 20:9 CEB). Isaiah feels unworthy, saying, “I’m 
a man with unclean lips, and I live among a people with 
unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5 CEB). God gives Ezekiel his 
words in a scroll that he is to eat. The prophet reports, “I 
ate it, and in my mouth it became as sweet as honey” 
(Ezekiel 3:3 CEB).  You and I have been given some 
amazing words too. How might you sing God’s praise 
today? How will we tell the world about Jesus? 

Men in Black: International (June 14, PG-13)   In the three 
previous films, we learned that the Men in Black protect 
Earth from intergalactic villains. This latest edition follows 
the work of two agents we have not met before.  One of 
the themes in the Men in Black movies, is that the super-
secret organization’s agents do not apply for the job, but 
are selected for this special work. 

In John 15, Jesus tells his disciples something similar. 
“You didn’t choose me,” he says, “but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you could go and produce fruit and 
so that your fruit could last” (verse 16).  What does it 
mean to be chosen by Jesus? What “fruit” has Jesus 
equipped you to produce?     
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