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PASTOR’S REPORT 

“9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be 
able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ...” Philippians 1:9-10 NIV 

As I reflect on my first full year as pastor of LaPorte UMC, I cannot help but ask myself, how has LUMC been changing our 
community and world through our ministries? What are the stories that tell of God’s work in and through us? What are our 
priorities headed into the new year? These are questions worth pondering by everyone who calls LaPorte their home 
church.  

As I contemplate the ways our church has gone about its mission, many things come to mind. From Methodist Youth 
Fellowship (MYF), to Community Breakfast, to our worship services, to missions, to day-to-day administrative tasks. I want 
to take a few moments to reflect on the ways we have been the people of God in our community. 

Recently, we celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the Community Breakfast (CB). This has been a ministry that has helped us 
to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Yet, in the last few months, we have undertaken the revitalization of the CB. As a 
church, we have committed to make the most of this ministry by (1) using this setting to foster a greater sense of community 
within the church as well as the surrounding communities, (2) making this initiative more of a relational rather than a 
transactional ministry, and (3) providing the community at large with all-encompassing nourishment.  

In a nutshell, the goal for the revitalized CB ministry is to reflect more clearly its Christ-centered, disciple-making, 
community-building nature as we create healthy and vital connections among people and between the people and God. My 
appreciation goes out to everyone who is supporting this vision with their talents, time, and energy. I pray that this service 
will continue to supply the needs of the Lord’s people as well as result in many expressions of thanks to God. 

In the last year, we had two retreats with MYF (January and May). These were impactful moments for the younger leaders 
of our congregation. I am still hearing stories of the significance of these retreats in their lives. There were other activities 
that nurtured the youth’s identity in Christ and their witness of the faith such as Wednesday Bible Study, MYF Sunday, and 
the MYF/UMM partnership. For the year to come, we are planning a confirmation class, two more retreats, and other 
meaningful activities with the goal to continue fostering the growth and connection of the youth with God and the people of 
God. 

In worship, we have made adjustments. We recently celebrated the first anniversary of the Jubilee Service. In the last year, 
we also added a mid-week worship service that takes place every first Wednesday. This is a more interactive worship 
service of song, prayer, and reflection. As we envision the future of the Wednesday evening worship, we want this setting to 
also be a space where we can discuss relevant issues in light of the Scriptures.  
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The goal of all our worship services is twofold, (1) to include fresh expressions of art, music, and other liturgical 
manifestations to bring glory to God and equip the Lord’s people to joyfully connect with the life and mission of our church, 
and (2) to engage unchurched and de-churched people so that with renewed strength we will work to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. My vision for our worship gatherings is one that focuses not on formality nor 
relaxation, but on intentional engagement with the presence of God in our midst so we become a biblically active community 
of life transformation. 

Our mission team has been very active in the last year. The Caring Tree at Christmas time, spring mission trip, the caring 
cupboard, partnerships with Love Inc., Cornerstone Pregnancy Services, Neighborhood Alliance, among other area 
ministries are all part of the missional efforts of our congregation. Our most recent missional target was to build beds for 
children in Lorain County. In partnership with Sleep in Heavenly Peace, we built 24 beds. We will be distributing these beds, 
along with mattresses and even handcrafted blankets members of our church made, to different families in our county. 
Please, mark your calendar with the date we will be delivering the beds, November 2.  

We have been engaged in international mission as well. Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we 
contributed a significant amount of money to the recovery of the Bahamas from recent hurricane strikes. At the moment, we 
are exploring ways to go on an international mission trip. So, be on the lookout for more announcements to come about this 
new adventure that will take the folks of LaPorte beyond our borders.  

The different committees of our church have been working diligently to fine-tune the functioning of our congregation. The 
Trustees have secured new contracts resulting in financial benefits to our church. They have led our congregation in 
projects that will keep our grounds in optimal condition for us to carry forward the Great Commission. 

The Finance Committee has been looking for ways to foster a stronger sense of stewardship among the families and friends 
of LaPorte. Also, Finance has implemented new ways of keeping track of income and expenses, practices that will help us 
be better managers of the resources entrusted to our care. The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has helped us set 
priorities for leadership and service. The committees have done good work in leading our congregation. Still, we recognize 
there is room for growth. At the moment, we are in the discerning process that will help us unleash the leadership potential 
of our church as we explore new leadership models. 

Many other vital and meaningful ministries have taken place in our midst. Kingdom Sports Camp was an ineffable blessing 
to children with disabilities, their families, and our church. We have welcomed new members in our congregation and have 
celebrated the life of those who have gone before us. We have cared for the sick, accompanied the lonely, and fed the poor. 
The year has been full and rich. I pray and trust you join me as I look forward to another meaningful year. 

In conclusion, I want to say THANK YOU for your commitment to God’s kin-dom through our church. The aforementioned 
projects and activities have been successfully carried out because of your faithful support in the form of gifts, prayers, 
presence, and witness. Please, forgive me if I forgot to mention any of the meaningful ministries you have been part of. 
Know that I celebrate with you regardless of my lack of memory. More importantly, your good work is already engraved in 
the book of memories of the One who will welcome you into the heavenly banquet with the words, “Well done, my good and 
faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Lord!” (Matthew 25:23).  

In service to the Master, 

Pastor Luigi 
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Worship News 
Karen Ely worship@laportechurch.org 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to be either a new 
Announcement/Lay Reader or Welcome Wagon 
Volunteer.  We appreciate your service. 
 
A special thanks to Shona Merrill for coordinating the 
decorating of the altar for World Communion Sunday, 
which took place on October 6.   
 
Please join us on Sunday, November 3 as we celebrate 
All Saints Sunday with our Service of Hope & 
Remembrance. 
 
Please mark your calendars.  Since Advent season starts 
early this year (Sunday, December 1), the Worship 
Committee invites the congregation to join us on Sunday, 
November 24 following the Worship Service for our 
annual “Hanging of the Greens.”  There are many 
things to do as we decorate the sanctuary for Advent and 
Christmas and the extra help is always appreciated.  If we 
get enough volunteers to assist us, it should not take 
much longer than an hour. 
 
The congregation will again be able to order Christmas 
poinsettias this year.  Linda Gwinn will prepare the order 
forms and they will be distributed at the appropriate time 
in December. 
 
Pastor Luigi has asked me to announce that there will be 
just one Christmas Eve service this year at 7:00 pm on 
Tuesday, December 24.   
 
Christmas decorations will be taken down on 
Sunday, January 5, 2020, following the Worship 
Service.  Volunteers will be needed to assist in taking 
down the trees, decorations and banners. 

 
 

 

 
      Cheryl Smith missions@laportechurch.org 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER/AUCTION THANK YOU 

Many THANKS to all who supported the Mission’s 
Spaghetti Dinner/Auction on October 5. Everyone 
seemed to truly enjoy themselves. Thanks to all our 
helpers, too. Missions was able to raise over $1,400 to 
help support the many outreach missions and projects 
they are involved with. 
 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE 

On Saturday, September 28, 37 folks from LaPorte built 
24 beds in less than 2 hours for children in Lorain County 
without a bed to sleep in each night. During the summer, 
women of LaPorte made blankets to go with those beds. 
On Saturday, November 2, there will be a bed delivery 
to the children’s homes. It is our prayer that many folks 
turn out to help with the delivery and give our children a 
great night’s sleep. 

“No kid sleeps on the floor in our town.” 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

Thank you so much for helping our children collect 
change for change each month. God bless your 

generous giving and those who are receiving. Those 
receiving our generous offerings will be November – 
AHMEN – Alabama Honduran Medical/Educational 

Network) and December – Salvation Army in Elyria. 
 

2020 VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM) TRIP 
The 2020 VIM Team will return to South Carolina 
February 22 through March 7, 2020. If you are 
interested in joining the Team this year, contact Wes 
Eddy or Cheryl Smith.  Charlie Weil, Harold Smith, and 
Mary Eddy can also help with any questions you may 
have about these trips. 
 

FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 

Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 
Christ?  Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 
groups of about 8 people for the purpose of getting to 
know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and 
of course, food at a host person’s home. These 
gatherings occur every other month.  All are welcome to 
become a part of this fellowship - members and non-
members of LaPorte, families (yes, your kids can join you 
if you wish), singles, couples. You do not even have to 

LaPorte UMC has a website, Facebook 
page, and YouTube channel! 

 

Check out our website at laportechurch.org and be 
sure to like us on Facebook (@laporteumc) to keep 
in touch with what the church is doing.  Subscribe to 
us on YouTube for sermons you’d like to hear again. 
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commit to hosting.  If you are interested in becoming a 
part of or have questions about this social ministry, come 
to our End of Year Pot Luck Gathering Sunday, 
December 1 following the worship service in Fellowship 
Hall. OR you can contact Carl and Cheryl Smith (458-
8288). 

 
CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS 

COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 
The first Sunday of each month, 
we celebrate communion by the 
breaking of the bread and drinking 
from the cup in remembrance of 
our Lord and Savior.  Not all 
Christians or people have that 
opportunity.  Communion is an act 
of sharing. We are asking each 
person to bring non-perishable 

food items for our Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of 
the month – our communion Sundays.  
 

All donations are always appreciated; however, the focus 
this fall will be on items for holiday food baskets.  
 

November 10: (Please note: this collection is in place of 
Nov. 3, which is the Service of Hope & Remembrance) - 
Thanksgiving food basket items: applesauce, corn, green 
beans, boxed mashed potatoes, stuffing mixes, apple 
juice, biscuit/roll mixes, gravy (mixes or bottled), pumpkin 
pie mix, apple pie filling. 
 

December 1: – Christmas food baskets items: sweet 
potatoes, green beans, fruit, scalloped or au gratin 
potatoes, applesauce, biscuit/roll mixes, dessert mixes. 
 

Also, if you’d like to donate a frozen turkey for 
Thanksgiving or a ham for Christmas, please call the 
church office at 440-458-5717.  If you have any 
questions, please see Linda Gwinn or Cheryl Smith.   

May all we do, bless others. 
 

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 
FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s 
Shed.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the 
world.  It helps our environment by keeping the clothing 
out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is 
for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No 
rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
please. Tax deductible sheets are located on the shed. 

Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  That helps 
with the collection process. 

 
THANK YOU TEAM/COMMITTEE 

A very heartfelt thank you to this year’s Missions 
team/committee - Terri Smith, Charlie Weil, Wes Eddy, 
Ray Stevens, Alfred Jackson, Michelle Johnson, Pastor 
Luigi & Yusdenys Perez, and Chris Callahan.  You are 
awesome and we couldn’t have accomplished the work of 
our Savior without you. May God bless you all. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE MISSIONS 
COMMITTEE/TEAM 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission outreach work 
of LaPorte. If you would like to help out with any of our 
activities/events/projects, be a servant on the Missions 
committee/team, or have any questions/suggestions 
about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith 
(Chair).  Our next Missions Meeting will be Monday, 
November 4 at 6:00. 

 
 

United Methodist Men’s Group 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  
 

All men of LaPorte are invited to attend the monthly 
United Methodist Men’s Meetings. They are held the 
second Monday evening of each month. Dinner begins at 
6:00 p.m. with a meeting and study to follow. Men of 
LaPorte – get involved. Our next meeting is Monday, 
November 11th.  Questions, contact Carl Smith. 
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MAKING THE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY 
 

The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, reminds believers of our need to always “make the most of every 
opportunity” (Ephesians 5:16). The Administrative Council of LaPorte Church has been thinking about this admonition and 
has been considering ways to become more effective and efficient with the use of every moment we spend together. The 
leadership of the church wants to explore the idea of moving to a Single Board of church governance. Basically, what this 
means is that the four administrative committees of the church will be combined into one. 
 
Why do we want to do this? Plain and simple—to empower the mission of the church. The goals of the Single Board are:  

1. Unleashing our Congregation’s Leadership Potential and developing leaders focused on the mission and vision of 
the church. 

2. Creating a better alignment of our resources (time, money, human capital, etc.) with the mission of the church, 
helping us move from a maintenance structure to a missional culture. 

3. Encouraging the broader church to engage in ministry rather than meetings.  
4. Removing bureaucratic redundancies, making decisions quickly and efficiently, and putting strategies in place.  
5. Having greater missional impact and increase the vitality of the church. 

 
The Single Board model is approved by the Book of Discipline and would work as follows.  The responsibilities of Finance, 
SPRC, Trustees and Administrative Council will be consolidated into a single board which will have 12 members.  The 
Single Board will designate specialists (such as finance specialists/chairs) from the membership of the board. These 
specialists will lead the board in their specific matters and they will be responsible, with the help of other members of the 
board and the congregation, for carrying out the work in their areas. These specialists will also serve as contact persons 
that the congregation can go to, to express comments, questions, or simply get direction. Even though there will be 
specialists within the Single Board, all members will serve as the Finance committee, Trustees, SPRC, and Ad. Council, not 
just the designated specialists. 
 
What will happen to other committees such as worship and missions? The other committees of our church will be grouped 
into N.O.W. TEAMS (Nurture, Outreach, and Witness). These teams will focus on specific ministry tasks with the goal to 
nurture persons and families within and outside the congregation in the life of God. The teams will be created as needed, 
disband when they have fulfilled their purpose, or evolve as they rise to meet existing and new ministries within the church’s 
vision. 
 
It is important that we all understand that this change will NOT take place immediately. The goal is to have a fully 
operational Single Board of Church Governance by January of 2021. In the interim, we will maintain our current governance 
structure while we work out all the details for a smooth transition.  
 
As we move forward with this idea, the Nominations and Leadership Development Team will identify members of our church 
to become part of the first Single Board structure. The team on nominations will prayerfully recommend church members 
who are committed to their own discipleship and the mission of the church. 
 
As we get ready for this transition, we extend the following requests to you. To keep the unity of the Spirit as we carry out 
the mission of the church and navigate the transitions before us. To get involved in healthy, productive conversations. To 
listen empathically to the concerns of one another. To encourage curiosity and the desire to learn and understand the 
WHYs of the change. To gently, lovingly, and firmly, challenge any assumptions, misinformation or resistance that hinder 
progress. Let us lead for the glory of God and the expansion of God’s kin-dom.  
 
We ask you to support this undertaking of “making the most of every opportunity” with your prayers. If you have questions, 
please don’t hesitate to speak with any of the members of the Nominations and Leadership Development Team (Sheree 
Vajda, Marlene Jacobs, Linda Cowie, Paulette Hayslett, Beth Weil, Ray Tigert, and Pastor Luigi). We will listen to you as we 
take this journey together. 
 
In Christ, 
The Nominations and Leadership Development Team 
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Words of Gratitude 
 
From Mary Eddy: 
I want to thank numerous people in the congregation for 
their prayers, phone calls and cards.  These really helped 
me through my recuperation from surgery.  You have 
shown me wonderful support that I deeply appreciate. 
 
From Phyllis Haynes: 
Thank you for your cards and visits.  I enjoy getting your 
cards and the memories of you and LaPorte that they 
bring.  I like to keep them and look and them again.  I 
appreciate how much you have kept me in your prayers 
and thoughts. 
 
From Love INC of Lorain County: 
Thank you for your faithful participation in the Clothe-A-
Kid for School program and for providing clothing for 21 
kids this year!  Thank you also for serving in the 
distribution process.  Through this program, a total of 665 
kids had new clothing for the 2019-2020 school year!   
 
From Fill This House: 
Thank you so much for your support of Fill This House 
through your Change for Change donations.  Your 
support enables us to continue our mission of helping 
local foster teens who are aging out of the foster care 
system.  We continue to provide more young people with 
new household items as they leave the foster care 
system and enter into independent living situations.  
Thanks to the generous support of people like you, Fill 
This House has the privilege of serving over 100 young 
people each year. 
 
From UMCOR / Global Ministries of the U.M.C.: 
Thank you for the $1,000 gift for UMCOR International 
Disaster Response and Recovery (for the Bahamas).  
Through your financial support, you are serving within a 
vital network as UMCOR responds to increasingly-
frequent and destructive storms – sharing 100% of 
donated funds with those in need! 

Sympathy 
 

Our Christian sympathy, prayers and love are 
extended to the friends and family of: 

 
Dorothy A. “Dotty” Acheson 

Dotty Acheson (nee McClelland), a resident of Life Care 
Center of Westlake, entered into eternal rest on August 
16, 2019 at the age of 91.  She and her husband, Robert, 
were well known as the owners and operators of Moss’ 
Prime Rib and Spaghetti House in Elyria (1974 – 1989).   
 

 
You are invited… 

 

REFRESH US, O LORD! 
An Ecumenical Service of  

Hope and Restoration 
Featuring Guest Speaker:  
Bishop Tracy S. Malone 

 

November 16, 2019, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
at 

First United Methodist Church 
312 Third St., Elyria 

440-322-6622 
 

A Love Offering will be collected during 
worship, and a Benefit Dinner will follow.  
Proceeds will benefit the Salvation Army, 

the Elyria Hospitality Center and  
Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe.   

 

The benefit dinner is $15/person.   
Please make reservations by calling  

First UMC at 440-322-6622.

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

Join us for LaPorte’s Christmas Luncheon 
Following Worship / Youth Christmas Program  

Sunday, December 15, 2019 
 

Celebrate the Christmas season with fellowship and good cheer 
while enjoying lunch.  Lunch is provided, but you may bring a  

dessert to share, if you wish.  See you there! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS - NOVEMBER 2019 
Please check the bulletin insert(s) and/or listen to announcements for updates. 

 
 

Saturday, November 2 9:00 a.m. Sleep in Heavenly Peace Bed Delivery 
Sunday, November 3 11:00 a.m. Service of Hope & Remembrance 
Monday, November 4 6:00 p.m. Missions Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministers Meeting 
Wednesday, November 6 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 6:30 p.m. Worship Service 
Thursday, November 7 10:30 a.m. The Sounds of Grace – A Bible Study 

 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, November 10 11:00 a.m. Worship Service / Caring Cupboard Collection 

Monday, November 11 6:00 p.m. United Methodist Men’s Meeting       Veteran’s Day   
 7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Tuesday, November 12 6:00 p.m. S.P.R.C. Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting 
 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
 7:00 p.m. Meeting Night 

Wednesday, November 13 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 

 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 
Thursday, November 14 10:30 a.m. The Sounds of Grace – A Bible Study 

 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, November 17 11:00 a.m. Worship Service  

Tuesday, November 19  6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, November 20 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, November 21 10:30 a.m. The Sounds of Grace – A Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Sunday, November 24 8:30 a.m. Community Breakfast 
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service / UM Student Day 
 Noon Hanging of the Greens (Decorate the Sanctuary) 

Monday, November 25 7:00 p.m. Robson Road Meeting 
Tuesday, November 26 10:30 a.m. SENT:  An Advent Bible Study 

 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, November 27 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, November 28  Thanksgiving Day Blessings to All! 
Friday, November 29  Church Office Closed 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (does not meet on the last Sunday of the month) 
8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour – OR – Community Breakfast on last Sunday of the month 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) – Middle & High School 

 Note:  Jr. MYF will join meetings on the first Sunday of the month - 3-5pm 
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UPCOMING EVENTS - DECEMBER 2019 
Please check the bulletin insert(s) and/or 

listen to announcements for updates. 
 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (does not meet on the last Sunday of the month) 
8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour – OR – Community Breakfast on last Sunday of the month 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) – Middle & High School 
 Note:  Jr. MYF will join meetings on the first Sunday of the month - 3-5pm 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, December 1 

 
 

11:00 a.m. 

 
 
Worship Service/Communion/Caring Cupboard Collection 

Monday, December 2 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministers Meeting 
Tuesday, December 3 10:30 a.m. SENT: An Advent Bible Study 

Weds. December 4 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

Thursday, December 5 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, December 8 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Monday, December 9 6:00 p.m. United Methodist Men - Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Tuesday, December 10 10:30 a.m.  SENT: An Advent Bible Study 

 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
 7:00 p.m. Ad Council 
        Weds. December 11 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, December 12 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, December 15 11:00 a.m. Worship Service & Youth Christmas Program 

 Noon Christmas Luncheon (bring a dessert or cookies to share) 
Tuesday, December 17 10:30 a.m. SENT: An Advent Bible Study 

 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
Weds. December 18 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, December 19 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, December 22 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Tuesday, December 24 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service 
Weds. December 25  A Blessed Christmas Day to All!  

Sunday, December 29 8:30 a.m. Community Breakfast 
 11:00 a.m. Jubilee Worship Service 
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Methodist Youth Fellowship 
                    Stacy Goetz, Youth Director 
         youthdirector@laportechurch.org 

 
Education 
 

Christmas Program  
Children's Sunday school classes will be practicing for their Christmas 
program starting November 3rd.  Class starts at 9:30 Sunday mornings.  
Please have your children here and ready to start on time.  There will be 
plenty of opportunity for you to help with the program. Our Christmas 
program will be held during service on Sunday, December 15th.   
Let the drama begin!  
 

Confirmation  
New time of year. New curriculum. New journey.  Confirmation class of 2020 will start meeting on November 3rd during 
Sunday school.  Class start time is 9:15 am and runs until 10:30 am.  Students will start an exciting journey as they nurture 
their faith.  Team teaching will be used this year, allowing students to hear different voices while building meaningful 
relationships with their mentors and God. The Confirmation ceremony will be held on Sunday, May 31, 2020. 
 

Disciple Light 
This group continues to meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 for an hour.  A blend of ages working together to foster 
healthy discussions, fact seeking, digging deeper into scripture, accepting different points of view, the list goes on and on.  
What are some of the things we have discussed?  The book of Job, Revelation, Esther… who is John Wesley, what are the 
fruits of the spirit and much more. There is plenty of room for anyone who cares to join. There is no wrong time to start 
coming! 
 

On the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., we meet for a worship experience filled with song, prayer, and reflection.  
All that is missing is you.  
 
MYF 
 

Ah, to be young. Everything goes your way. No work. No worries. No stress. No responsibility.  If only that were true. Have 
you ever looked at a teenager’s schedule? I'm glad those days are in the past.  But as busy as they are, we still meet for 
fellowship every Sunday from 3 to 5pm. Games, prayer, song, silliness, food, fun, support, study… you name it.  This time is 
vital for our youth to be able to rejuvenate their being.  
 

We have been spending time with the UMM group. Boy, do we have a special group of guys.  Back 
in June we got together for the egg drop competition and on October 26 there was pumpkin carving!  
No matter the activity, there is an energy between the two groups, that when mixed, affects anyone 
around.  Share and then share some more.  Blending generations has proven to be both fun and 
educational.  I have witnessed joy in ALL participants. 
 

Music brought to you by your youth will be starting up again.  A list has been compiled and work has 
begun. If there are any special songs you might like to hear them sing, you can let any youth or Stacy 
know and we will get working on it. 
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Bible Study Opportunities…  

As Christians in the Wesleyan tradition, we understand God’s Grace 
to be central to our faith. At a critical moment in Paul’s life, God told 
him, “all you need is my Grace” (2 Corinthians 12:9). By grace we are 
saved. Grace permeates, sustains, and nurtures every aspect of life. 
We all need God’s Grace.  
 

In his distinguished and beloved hymn Amazing Grace, John Newton described God’s Grace as a saving, sweet 
sound that leads us to our true home no matter how lost we are. Grace releases us from our fears while it 
teaches us to fear God. Grace gives us true sight for us to see God’s presence in our midst.  
 
But, is God’s Grace always a sweet sound? Is it possible for God’s Grace to have a different type of resonance? 
Can the Grace of God challenge us intensely? Even strike us down? Is God’s Grace manifold? Learn more 
about keeping our lives in tune with God’s grace during this 4-week Bible Study, THE SOUNDS OF GRACE, led 
by Pastor Luigi. Join us Thursday, October 31st – Thursday, November 21st at 10:30 a.m. The class will meet in 
the library of our church.  

 
 

The opening line of a well-known hymn says,  
“God sent his Son, they called him Jesus;  
He came to love, heal, and forgive…” 

 
Two thousand years ago, a baby was born. His birth defined history 
before and after. His life of humility and compassion has changed the 
world. Indeed, Jesus was sent to love, heal, forgive, and transform. 
 
We may believe that Jesus’ birth was a one-time occurrence. Yes, 
historically, Jesus’ birth happened once, but spiritually his birth can 
happen anew for us today. Every Christmas has within it the possibility of 
Jesus being born again in our lives and in our world. During this Advent Season, you are invited once 
again to receive the One who was sent to give us life.  
Let us prepare to welcome Jesus during this Advent season. How? 
 
Starting Tuesday, November 26th at 10:30 a.m., and for the following 3 Tuesdays, you are  
invited to join SENT: An Advent Bible Study led by Pastor Luigi. This Bible Study class will meet in the 
library of our church.  

 
“Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” 

Beginning Sunday Evening, January 5 -  at 7:00pm 
with Rev. Mark Vale 

One of the many questions that often trouble us is why bad things happen, particularly to 
those who are faithful.  Rev. Mark Vale will lead a study focusing on that very question using 
Philip Yancey’s classic book entitled, Disappointment With God.  His 25th anniversary edition 

book published by Zondervan can be purchased through Cokesbury and Amazon 
and perhaps through other bookstores. 

 

A sign-up sheet for the study will be available in the  
welcoming area as the date gets closer. 
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Copied with permission from  
United Methodist Now  
By Barbara Dunlap-Berg, freelance writer and 
editor, retired from UMCom 
 
One of six churchwide Special Sundays with 
offerings of The United Methodist Church, United 
Methodist Student Day calls the church to support 
students as they prepare for life in uniting faith with 
knowledge. The special offering provides 
scholarships for qualified United Methodist 
applicants.  
 
When you give generously on United Methodist 
Student Day, Sunday, November 24, 2019, you 
support students as they prepare for life in uniting 
faith with knowledge.  Below is an example. 
 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY STUDENT, 
 EMMA STORER, CALLS GIFT OF HOPE 
SCHOLARSHIP ‘A JOYFUL SURPRISE’. 
 

“I grew up in a pretty typical suburban family,” said 
Emma Storer, “where many in the community 
identified with the Christian religion but didn’t grow 
up in the church.” Church of the Messiah, 
Westerville, Ohio, she added, was “where I made 
the most lifelong and lasting relationships.” 
 
Emma credits The United Methodist church with 
giving her “a secure and strong support system. To 
have people stand behind you voluntarily can do 
wonders for your resilience and progress,” she 
said. “The unending love I’ve received is a special 
kind that I truly believe has helped me to get where 
I am today.” 
 
An academic mentor and a clergy member of her 
church told Emma about the Gift of Hope 
Scholarship, supported by the annual United 
Methodist Student Day offering. 
 
“Receiving this scholarship,” she recalled, “was 
such a joyful surprise. College is expensive, and 
everything helps to lessen the burden. It was so 
meaningful to know that someone out there, a 
brother or sister in Christ, supported me, regardless 
of never meeting me face to face. That is a godly 
act to me, for which I am incredibly fortunate.”   

 

When Emma started her college career 
at Washington University in St. Louis, she and her 
friends began searching for a church home away 
from home. She fondly remembers walking into 
The Gathering for the first time. 
 
“When we first entered,” she said, “we knew our 
search was over. Everyone soaked us in love and 
genuineness, and now [going there is] my favorite 
part of the week.” 
 
While Emma is unsure of her career path, she 
knows her church will be behind her every step of 
the way. 
 
“College is truly giving me one of my first real 
chances to master my independence and 
leadership,” she said. “Professors here want you to 
succeed and give you skills to make good in the 
world, not just on this campus, but also in the 
community and world around us. Community 
engagement is highly encouraged, and this is such 
an important value to take into the future.” 
 
At Washington University, Emma serves on the 
Social Programming Board that organizes school-
sanctioned events and promotes school unity and 
community. She also volunteers with Campus 
Kitchen to cook for the homeless and Help to Heal, 
which cares for the children of women in a local 
domestic-violence shelter. She also hopes to get 
more involved in the ministries of The Gathering, 
perhaps through literacy programs or small groups. 
 
Emma is confident about her future. “I believe all 
decisions made with God’s word and intent are 
bound to hold great glory,” she said. “While I don’t 
know what exactly my career will be, I ask that God 
will be active in my decision and guide me where 
he knows is best.” 

 

 

                     Courtesy photo. 
 

Sign up for e-news at:   http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/united-methodist-now-inspiration-for-daily-living 
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