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The Sermon: “Baptized with Jesus” 

The Baptism of Jesus 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 

heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 

him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,[a] with whom I am well pleased.” 

Matthew 3:13-17 (NRSV)  

 

I have listened to stories of people pastors who have traveled to Israel and have stood on the 

banks of the Jordan River. How they put their hands in the muddy water of the river that, in places and 

during certain times of the year, is only a few yards wide and barely waist-deep. And I envision what it 

must have been like for John the Baptist to proclaim the words, “One who’s more powerful than I is 

coming; I am not worthy to carry his sandals.” (Matthew 3:11)  

We picture this eccentric man dressed in camel hair eating locusts and honey, and people coming 

from all over the entire Judean countryside and all of Jerusalem to meet him there at the river to be 

baptized and to confess their sins. Crowds of pilgrims would travel way out to the sticks – to the edge of 

the border that crosses into the same land that God had promised to Abraham centuries before. 

Remember that this was a nearly 75-mile journey, on foot for most, through the vast hills and desert 

terrain; they really wanted to get there. If we were to look at a map, we would see that there were plenty 

of other bodies of water closer to Jerusalem, but John was intentional about choosing to do his baptizing 

in the Jordan River because it symbolized the crossing from the old into the new and living into the 

promised covenant of God. Remember, it was the edge of the border that crosses into the same land that 

God had promised to Abraham centuries before. 

Surely that day there was a long line of people stretching along the riverbank. Then, all of a 

sudden when John looks up at the next person wading toward him, he notices that it is Jesus, standing 

there, waist-deep in the water. At this point, John cannot contain himself. He starts pointing at Jesus, as 
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if to say, “This is the one; the one who takes away the sins of the world!” And he humbly tells Jesus that 

it is he who should be baptized instead of the other way around. Then suddenly, above Jesus’ head is the 

Holy Spirit, as a dove, descending. At that moment, the clouds part and the heavenly voice of God 

proclaims, “You are my Son. My beloved. In you I am well pleased.” What an experience that must have 

been, to be present when the heavens open and Jesus is declared the beloved son of God by God 

himself! Even for those of us who were not there, we can still imagine what that must have been like. 

Father, Son and Spirit – joined together in this moment of sheer glory!  

I ask you, friends, do you remember your baptism? If you were baptized as a baby, I am guessing 

probably not. However, maybe looking at photographs of the day allows you an opportunity to reflect on 

the promises of God. Perhaps, if you were baptized as a youth, you may have some pretty early 

memories that have something to do with your baptism. You may remember entering the church that 

your parents took you to on Sundays and some other days during the week. Maybe you remember 

glimpses of the faces of people who smiled at you and made you feel loved and important. You might 

remember your Sunday school teachers who taught you about the Bible. There may even be a few 

random words from a few sermons you might remember.  

Typically for Methodists, and some others, we present our infants before the church to be 

baptized. During that service, the parents and church members make a promise to God concerning the 

infant being baptized. In this service, they all promise to live according to the example of Christ and to 

help lead and guide the newly baptized member of God’s church in a life of humble Christ-centered 

relationship. For these infants there comes a day later during their confirmation when they reaffirm their 

baptism and acceptance of God’s free gift of salvation for themselves. Being raised in the Southern 

Baptist tradition, I was not baptized until my acceptance of Christ as Savior. But remember the 

celebration, whether baptism occurs when a person is an infant or later, is still the same; that we 

celebrate our entrance into the church and accept the free gift of grace that has already been given long 

before we were ever born.  Whatever age you were when you were baptized, you can celebrate that from 

then on your life has never been the same!  

Now, if you were baptized as a youth or an adult, your baptism was an outward sign of the 

conversion you experienced. You might remember that moment and what it felt like better than some of 

the rest of us. In fact, you still might be able to recall the exhilarating feeling of the water rushing over 

you, cleansing away your old self and your past sins and that warmth of God’s Spirit flooding over you. 



3 
 

Understand your baptism is not greater or “more special” than the baptism of those baptized as infants 

because you have experienced this as an older person. Again remember, it is about the work of grace 

that God has already done long before we were born. No matter our age or where we are on our faith 

journeys, as members of this congregation, we have all taken part in the baptismal covenant at some 

time or another. Whether we have really paid attention to the words of the liturgy in the hymnal or we 

have just spoken them out of rote habit, we have all pledged to be an example to those who are baptized 

in this house of God. We have made a promise to the children and adults who have been up here that we 

will reject sin in our lives and reaffirm our commitment to Christ so that we can live as Christian 

examples to those new believers in our midst. And we have promised to surround our brothers and 

sisters in Christ with a community of love and forgiveness, so they can grow in their faith and be true 

disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.  

Here at LaPorte UMC and in the UMC in general, we celebrate the baptism of people of all ages 

and all walks of life because we trust that God’s grace is working in our lives, sp from before the time 

we are born, to bring us to that point in our lives where we accept God’s gift of salvation through faith in 

Christ. God claims us as his own, which is why we Methodists do not believe in re-baptism. We are only 

baptized once because God’s grace is always sufficient. God never makes mistakes. God’s grace is not 

dependent on when we accept it, or claim it for ourselves. God does not need a “re-do.” At that moment 

when the water cleanses us, we claim God and God claims us. God puts his seal on our lives and we 

enter into a covenant to love and follow God. We promise to die to ourselves and strive to put God and 

God’s kingdom first. The reality though, is that because we are human, we need lots of “re-dos.” You 

and I have to constantly reaffirm and recommit ourselves to God if we are to live faithful, intentional 

lives in service to God.  

After the baptism of his baby brother in church, young George cried uncontrollably all the 

way home in the back seat of the car. His parents asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, 

the little boy managed to give a pitiful sounding reply. “That pastor said he wanted us brought up 

in a Christian home, but I want to stay with you guys!” Our baptisms should change us from the 

inside out and people (even our children) should be able to see that!  

This morning, we are using this sacred time to be more intentional about claiming the promise 

made at our baptism when we vowed to live as God’s children – not only inside the walls of this church, 

but with our families, with our friends, with co-workers, with neighbors and anyone who needs to see 
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and know the love, forgiveness and grace of Jesus. Today, we celebrate that crossing over from the old 

into the new and living into the promised covenant of God, into our baptism through Jesus, we are 

baptized with Jesus. Listen and accept these words:  

38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so 

that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38 

16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be 

condemned. Mark 16:16 

16 And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, and have your sins washed away, calling on 

his name.’ Acts 22:16 

God was “well pleased” with his son on the day of Jesus’ baptism. Today, as we begin this 

Lenten journey together, we remember what our baptism has meant to us. And for those of us who 

cannot remember our actual baptisms, we can celebrate the covenant that was made on our behalf and 

our faith journey that has followed as a result. You and I have the opportunity to renew our faith and 

dedicate our lives to God’s glory so that one day when we see God face to face, God will say to us, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant. You are my child, whom I love, and with you I am well pleased.” 

Let today be an epiphany for us and may it mark the beginning of an amazing journey between God, one 

another, and ourselves. Amen. 


