
John 14:27 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 

you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 

it be afraid. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

We have all had those moments in life when 
everything just felt good and in order. In those 
times it is easy to feel at peace, to have no stress or 
frustration of which to speak. It is as if there are no 
stressful and painful situations present or perhaps 
is it that something bigger or better just takes our 
minds off our troubles?  
 

Albert Camus said “Peace is the only battle worth 
waging.” It is extremely easy to fight the wrong 
battles in life. We fight these battles because we 
want to get to a place of calmness, a place where 
everything is good and stress is vanquished.  
However, the reality of life is that there are almost 
always hard stressful situations to endure.  
 

The last few years have been rough. However, 
Jesus said, in John 14:27, that when He left He 
would leave peace, peace that the world cannot 
give and, therefore, we should not be troubled. 
Friends, let our hearts not be troubled and afraid 
by what looks like impossible situations of life. I 
find comfort in knowing that God provides us 
peace that is beyond human explanation to all of 
us! It is not the battle over politics, the pandemic, 
church issues, or anything else we need to focus 
on and try to win. We need to wage battle to find 
peace. That battle is not to let the situations of life 
be more important than serving and trusting in our 
God. Why? Because Jesus has promised us peace 
with out conditions. Will we accept that peace? 
 

Blessings, 
 
Rev. William T. Baker  

Answers to your questions! 
 

Can you explain the Leadership team? 
The Leadership Team is a team model approach to 
governance that is comprised of what used to be 
the Administrative Council, Finance, Trustees, and 
Staff Parish committees. In this team concept each 
of the members of the Leadership Team act as a 
trustee, finance, or SPRC member when the team 
is conducting business in each of those areas. Each 
of these three administrative areas has one or two 
persons that function as a “specialist” for that area. 
For example: Renee Bush is the finance specialist, 
Carl Smith is the trustee specialist, and Claudia 
Baker is the SPRC specialist. These three attend to 
the “day to day” business of these areas between 
meetings. The other areas of the church are 
considered “ministry” areas and they work directly 
with the pastor in the life of the church and are 
separate from the Leadership Team. These consist 
of Education, Worship Team, Missions etc. 
 

What happens with the money earned from the 
sale of the parsonage? 
 

All properties of local UMC churches are held in 
trust and therefore cannot be sold without 
permission from the Conference, the District, and 
the local church.  The Leadership Team and a 
special sub-team proposed the sale of the 
parsonage which was approved by vote at a special 
church conference held in May of this year. When 
property is sold the proceeds must also be held in 
trust. What this means for LaPorte UMC is that we 
have plans to invest the proceeds from the sale of 
the parsonage and use 70% of the earnings for 
church needs and programming while 30% will be 
reinvested. This will provide programming funds 
while also allowing for the investment fund to 
continuously grow. In the future, if a parsonage is  
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General Schedule 
Please check weekly announcements for updates. 

 

Sundays  
8:00am -  Men’s Study 
8:30am -  Coffee Hour 
8:30am -  Community Breakfast (last Sunday of the month) 
9:30am -  Adult Sunday School  
                 Sunday School for all ages (in library) 
9:30am -  Youth Discipleship 
11:00am - Worship Service (also offered livestream & online) 
3:00pm -   Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting  
                         (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
 

Monday 
6:18pm -  6:18 Prayer Group 
7:00pm -  Stephen Ministry (1st Monday of the month) 
7:00pm -  Prayer Shawl Ministry (3rd Monday of the month) 
 

Wednesday  9:30am - Ladies’ Bible Study  
 

Friday 7:00pm - AA 

LaPorte Fellowship Activities 

*Wednesday, August 10 at noon* 
*Wednesday, September 14 at noon* 

 

Everyone is invited! The menu varies from month-to-month. 
The Chosen video series is being watched and discussed. Sign-
up sheets to attend are in the entryway on the Missions’ table or 
you may call the church office. If you would like to help with 
the planning and luncheon, please contact Cheryl Smith. 

Everyone is invited to August’s Faith & Fellowship Gathering 
on Sunday, August 14, following morning worship. Bring a 
dish to share and your own table service. Mark your calendars 
to join us! If you have any questions, see Cheryl Smith. 

Staff Positions Open 
 

We have the music specialist position and 
youth director position open. If you or anyone 
else you know may be interested, please 
contact the church office at 440-458-5717. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

If you don’t see your birthday or 
anniversary listed, please call the  
church office and we’ll make sure 

you’re  on the list!! 
 

August 
 

 4 -  Clete Johnson 
 6 -  Kathy Gibbs 
 9 -  Reuben Greenly 
11 - Norma Green 
16 - Wes Eddy 
18 - Buck Hymes 
21 - Lois Johnson 
28 - Dave Van Arsdale & Charlie Weil 
 

September 
 

 1 -  Johnny Arrowood 
 7 -  Sue Goins 
11 - Jeff Kraps 
12 - Jeanne Oplinger 
13 - Ken Goetz 
14 - Ellie Meier, Art Smith &  
       Rene Truxall 
16 - Linda DeBow, Merlin Dyer &   
       John Ricketts 
20 - Cheryl Greenly 
23 - John Wallace 
24 - Erin George 
25 - Eliza & Jonah Polak 
26 - Beth Weil 
 

Anniversaries 
 

August 
 

 1 - Dave & Sue Van Arsdale 
 

 5 - Ed & Carol Brisbin 
               50 years 
 

20 - Mike & Debbie Warden 
 

September 
 

 5 - Chuck & Carol Bruce 
               55 Years 

Lorain County Fair 
August 21 - August 28 

Wellington, Ohio 
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needed, the base principle can be used to purchase another 
parsonage or the church can choose to provide a housing 
allowance for the pastoral family.   
 

If you have more questions about these topics or others please 
contact the church office.  

Thank you for all the gifts, 
phone calls and cards on my 
birthday. Pastor William 



Finance Report 
From Renee Bush 

 

Parsonage: A special church conference was 
held on May 1, 2022, for all members to vote on 
selling the parsonage. The vote was 100% 
unanimous for selling it. It sold for $299,000.00. 
Minus closing costs, expenses, etc., the  net 
proceeds were $269,186.94. The proceeds will 
be held in a trust that cannot be used per the 
United Methodist Book of Discipline. 
 
Financials for the first 6 months of 2022: our 
budget for 2022 is $211,465.00. We have 
collected $84,264.74 (39.8% of our budget) 
which is a projected year-end receipt of 
$168,529.48. Church expenses for the first six 
months of 2022 were $91,334.69. We are short 
$7,069.95 of collecting money. 

          Methodist Youth Fellowship 
              Stacy Goetz, Youth Director 

August Schedule 
 

*August 5 - MYF at the Movies 

*August 11 - Family Game Nite 

*August 17 - Picnic Lunch 

*August 23 - MYF to Lorain County Fair 

*August 28 - Community Breakfast 

LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair  

missions@laportechurch.org 
 

Serving God Through Serving Others 

Clothe-A-Kid 
2022/2023 School Year 

 

Love, Inc. has changed their process with Clothe-
A-Kid. Thru August 14 we will be collecting 
monetary donations to send to Love, Inc. who 
will make the necessary purchases. Please 
prayerfully consider how you may help the 
children of Lorain County begin the school year 
on a positive note. If you have any questions, see 
Cheryl Smith. 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission outreach 
work of LaPorte. May God bless you as you 
bless others! 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

The collection for August will go towards 
LaPorte’s Clothe-a-Kid. September’s donations 
will be used for Operation Christmas Child/
Samaritan’s Purse. Thank you for making a 
difference in the lives of others! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE  

 

LaPorte continues this year-
long project of collecting items for the 
shoeboxes. You may donate any of 
the items listed below at any time. A 

few reminders:  items must fit inside a 
shoebox & multiple items will be placed in each 
shoebox. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls 
around the world. 
 

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
 

January: Hats, Scarves, Gloves 
February: Accessories 
March: Quality Crafts 
April: Stuffed Animals 
May: Hygiene Items 

June: Toys 
July: Clothing Items 

August: School Supplies 
September: Games 

October: Letters and Photos 
November: Shipping Costs ($10/box) 

December: Pray for children receiving boxes 

Favorite Hymns & Scriptures 
 

We’d like to know your favorite 
hymns and scriptures and why 
they are your favorite. If you 
didn’t fill out the back of the new 
Directory Information form, email 
us and let us know! 

Grape Salad 
From Mary Eddy 

 

Mix together: 
  2 lbs. red grapes (seedless) 
  2 lbs. green grapes (seedless) 
  8 oz. sour cream 
  8 oz. cream cheese, softened 
  1/2 cup sugar 
  1 tsp. vanilla 
   

Sprinkle brown sugar and 1/2 cup chopped nuts 
on top. Refrigerate overnight. 

Chinese Auction & Pasta Dinner 
Saturday, October 1 

 

It’s almost that time! Tickets for the dinner will 
be available beginning Sunday, September 11. 
Chinese Auction items will be on display 
September 18 and 25. Proceeds from the dinner 
& auction have yet to be determined; any 
suggestions are appreciated! See Cheryl Smith if 
you have an auction donation or dinner/dessert 
items. Look for more information soon or see 
Cheryl for questions! 

From the Mission 
Field...  

 
 

Oleg and Valentyna woke 
up in the night to the sounds 
of explosions. They grabbed 
one bag and ventured on a 
48-hour drive, with no 
break, through Ukraine. 

They stopped for gas at deserted gas stations and 
ended up staying three weeks near the border of 
Romania. They stayed in Germany before flying 
to Spain, travelling to Mexico City, followed by 
Tijuana and eventually crossing the border into 
California. They have been in Ohio since April 
28, They are residing at the Wesleyan Village in 
Elyria, where they have a wonderful apartment, 
and three meals a day. They love how quiet their 
new home is, but are adjusting to American food. 
They find joy in spending time with the other 
Ukrainian families located in Lorain County. 
 
 
 

Despite what Oleg and Valentyna will admit, I 
find their English is very strong, and will soon 
get stronger as they are enrolled in English 
classes through LCCC. The college provided 
them with Chromebooks so they may take their 
classes virtually. The couple is very friendly and 
outgoing. Oleg is determined to acquire his 
driver’s license. He passed the written test and is 
scheduled to take the driving portion in early 
August. Valentyna has no desire to drive and 
finds it odd to live in a place where you cannot 
walk or take public transportation to where you 
need to go. She has had a rough start in America 
with surgeries, hospital stays and doctors’ visits. 
The language barrier, especially coupled with 
medical jargon, has made communication with 
doctors and nurses difficult. 
 
 
 

In Ukraine, Oleg was a very successful 
videographer. He filmed many weddings, 
commercials and other ads. He took front line 
photos in the Ukraine war in 2014 and even had a 
photo in the New York Times! He is always 
happy to share his work with others. Valentyna 
was an upper manager of five clothing stores in 
Ukraine, in which she also did media marketing. 
They are proud of the life they lived in Ukraine. 
They are both looking forward to starting work in 
the US, but are unable to do so under their 
current Visas. 

 

Wes and Mary Eddy, Alan, and I have been 
driving Oleg and Valentyna to appointments. I 
feel grateful for the opportunity to get to know 
them and learn about their culture. They are both 
worried about the country and the life they left 
behind. On top of that, they are worried about 
medical bills, finding jobs, and creating a life 
here. Medical bills are rolling in, yet their 
insurance has not processed, so they are very 
stressed. Mission work at a church-run orphanage 
brought these two together, and they are hopeful 
that their faith and missions will help them along 
their journey in the US. Prayers and funding are 
welcome! 
 
Erin George Thank you. . . 

 

You’re the reason I smiled 
today! Thank you, everyone, at 
LaPorte UMC that sent me 
birthday cards. I loved each one 
of them! LaPorte is such a love 
and giving church and you show 
it in so many ways. God bless each of you! 
 

 Sherry Rimstidt 

Sympathy -  
     We extend our sympathy to the family of 
Shirley Dunn who passed away on July 15. 
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