
  

 

 

The Belltower 
April & May, 2022 

Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. William Baker 
Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 
Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 
Secretary:  Beth Feliciano 
Custodian:  Donna Smith 

Contact Us: 
 

Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org    Website: laportechurch.org 
Phone: 440-458-5717  
Office hours: Mon - Thurs: 9:00am - 2:00pm; Friday: 9:00am - Noon 
Join services by phone: 1-657-845-2289; PIN: 552 530 862# 
Guest WIFI Network: LaPorteUMC_Guest; Password: laporteguest 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram & YouTube - @laporteumc 
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The Belltower 
LaPorte United Methodist Church 

2071 Grafton Rd. 
Elyria, OH  44035 

(440) 458-5717 
Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org 

Website:  laportechurch.org 

“Loving people transformed by a loving God”    Since 1825 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Greetings Friends and Members of LaPorte UMC, 
 
 The Season of Lent is reaching its end and we all are preparing for and anticipating the joyful celebration of 
Easter. Lent has been a time for us to reflect upon our own lives and attend to what we often neglect. It provides a 
yearly safe space of opportunity to turn our attention to those elements of our lives that block the desired wholeness 
of life and a time to discern our part in the brokenness of the world. However, we need not become disheartened by 
such reflections of need, the Season of Lent is meant to be an opportunity to journey with Jesus towards new or 
renewed life. 
  
 For Jesus, death on the cross was not the last word. Yet, for those who walked closely with Jesus during His 
earthly ministry, His crucifixion was indeed an extremely emotional and stressful time. Their time together with 
Jesus had been short and they were not prepared for its sudden end. They loved Jesus; He was their teacher, their 
friend, and their brother. While they still had so much to learn from Him, their time together was now over and their 
dreams for a new and different world seemingly vanished. For the early followers of Jesus, it was a time of great 
darkness and confusion. It was a time in which they found themselves in deep despair, anger and fear…........... and 
then came the news, breaking through like the dawn of a new day. He has risen! Jesus is alive! Yet, excitement was 
also mingled with doubt. Could it be true? Dare we believe in new life? Clearly, the hope was in their hearts.  
 
 Like those so long ago, we too share many different emotions, thoughts and feelings as we reflect upon the 
darkness and confusion of the broken world in which we live. Yet, the words of Mother Teresa of Calcutta delivered 
to an audience in Toronto many years ago, helps to remind us of eternal hope.  
 

“I want to tell the citizens of Toronto and the whole world, 

no matter how much evil seems to conquer, never lose hope. 

Never give way to despair! For Easter and the risen Christ reassure us with  

the promise of new life beyond despair.” 

 
  Mother Teresa was reminding those that day that Easter is about life overcoming the powers of death and 
destruction. It is about hope springing up from the ashes of despair. It is about joy emerging from the darkness of 
sorrow and grief. It is about love and justice overpowering hate and evil. Indeed, to believe in the Good News of 
Easter is to believe in the struggle for a better world. May the life-giving hope of the Easter season sustain and 
empower each of us in our faith community to pursue God’s dream for a better world. 
 
Blessings and Fellowship, 
 
Rev. William T. Baker 
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General Schedule 
Please check weekly announcements for updates. 

 
Sundays 8:00am - Community Breakfast (last Sunday of the month) 
  8:00am - Men’s Study (also offered via video conferencing - see online bulletin for link) 
  8:30am - Coffee Hour 
 9:30am - Adult Sunday School (also offered via video conferencing; contact Dave Van Arsdale) 
       Sunday School for all ages (in library) 
 9:30am - Youth Discipleship 
 11:00am - Worship Service (also offered livestream and online) 
 3:00pm - Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
 

Mondays 6:18pm - 6:18 Prayer Group 
 7:00pm - Stephen Ministry (1st Monday of the month) 
 7:00pm - Prayer Shawl Ministry (3rd Monday of the month) 
 

Wednesdays 9:30am - Ladies’ Bible Study (Lenten Bible Study thru April 13) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank You . . . 
 

We want to thank our church 
family for the prayers, cards, 
thoughts, and phone calls we 
received after the passing of our 
dear daughter-in-law, Mary. 
Thank you. We felt your loving 
presence. 

 

~Jack & Wilma Reck 

Congratulations . . . 
 

Congratulations go out to Beth 
Feliciano’s (and her husband, Bill) 
son, James, who will graduate on 
May 7 from Ashland University 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Education/Art Education.  

Thank You . . . 
 

Thank you for making my 90th 
birthday so special. It made my 
day! 

 

~Paul Ellendt 

Birthdays 
 

If you don’t see your birthday list, please call the  church office and we’ll 
make sure you’re on the list!! 

May 
 

 1:  Eric Greenly 
4:  James Hignett 
 7:  Lila Haddix 
 8:  Kathy Yates   
11:  Sue Van Arsdale 
17:  Ronald Yates 
22:  Megan Polak 
24: Marie Schlechter 
28:  Cheryl Smith 

April 
 

 2:  Shirley Dunn 
 3:  Ethan Greenly 
 7:  Lexi Haddix 
11:  Julie Wallace 
12:  Ally Atkinson 
13:  Ken Babel 
19:  Michael Warden 

Sympathy . . . 
 

 We extend our sympathy to the family of Ron Pallas who passed 
away on February 7, 2022. 
 

 We extend our sympathy to the family of Bernice Herman who 
passed away on March 7, 2022. 
 

 We extend our sympathy to Harold & Terri Smith on the passing 
of Terri’s mother, Doris Morton, who passed away on March 24, 2022. 

Congratulations . . . 
 

Congratulations to Randy & Barb Shuster who will celebrate 
their 49th wedding anniversary on May 5.  
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Lenten Bible Study  
 

Rev. William Baker continues with the Lenten Bible study titled “Learning to Lament with God’s 

Word: A Study of Psalms”.  
 

We are continuing to learn to lament, to cry and complain, with God’s Word during our remaining Lenten Bible 

studies. Yes, God teaches us how to cry and complain to him when we’re in trouble, when we need him, or even when 

God in a sense, seems to be the Trouble Maker. In this time of stress and worry it is easy to become worn out. In this 

study we will be learning how to “appropriately” belly ache to God! In the third year of this pandemic We need to focus 

on the Lord, complain to him, and seek his guidance in troubled times. Lamenting is part of a process that draws us 

closer to God. So, let us gather together and do some belly aching! 

 

Schedule: 
 

Week 1: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 3” 

Week 2: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 6” 

Week 3: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 42 and 43” 

Week 4: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 73” 

Week 5: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 88” 

Week 6 “Holy Week”: “Learning to Lament with God’s Word: Psalm 22 and 130” 

Holy Week Events  
 

 Maundy Thursday, April 14 at 7:00pm:  we will have a “walk-through Stations 

of the Cross” presentation, followed by our service in the sanctuary with Holy 

Communion.  

 

Easter Sunrise Service, April 17 at 6:30am:  it will be held at Grafton Township Park, 17109 St. Rt. 

83, where we will worship with three other local Methodist churches. 

 

Easter Sunday Service, April 17 at 11:00am:  here at the church 
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 

Serving God Through Serving Others 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

 Change for Change is weekly. A labeled bucket is 

sitting near the offering box each Sunday for you to deposit 

your change. The bucket is labeled as to the outreach 

LaPorte’s change will be shared.  

 

The collection for the months of April, May, and June will 

go towards LaPorte’s Fellowship Activities - monthly luncheons/dinners with programs/activities. The 

goal is to target different age groups/interest and times to not just limit this to LaPorte’s senior 

members. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of others! 

 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

 Thanks to all of  you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s 
Shed. The clothing collected is sent to people all over the world. It 
helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of  our landfills and 
helps those in need. The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household 
goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag 
and tie it.  

Just as the body 
without the spirit 
is dead, so faith 

without works is 
also dead. 

 

James 2:26 

mailto:missions@laportechurch.org
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE  

 

 LaPorte is continuing in the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD project of collecting items for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Each 

month is focused on specific items to be included in the boxes. Labeled 

boxes/tubs are available across from the church office for you to place 

items. Monthly listings are available on the containers and available for 

you to take with you. If you see items that have already been collected or 

are in the future to be collected, they may be donated at any time.  
 

 A few reminders: 

                ~ items must fit inside a shoebox 

                   ~ multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 

 

~Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as 

toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; 

drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items 

such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans 

 

~Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new. 

 

Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking 

for shoebox items throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world. 
 

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
 

January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves 

February – Accessories 

March – Quality Crafts 

April – Stuffed Animals 

May – Hygiene Items 

June – Toys 

July – Clothing Items 

August – School Supplies 

September – Games 

October – Letters and Photos 

November – Donations for shipping ($9/box) 

December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach 

work of LaPorte. Let us continue to reach out to our community. May God bless you as  

you bless others! 
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Upcoming Events . . . 

Everyone is invited to April’s Faith & 

Fellowship Gathering on Sunday, April 

10, following morning worship. Bring a 

dish to share and your own table 

service. Mark your calendars to join 

us! If you have any questions,  

see Cheryl Smith. 
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Harmony of the Events of Holy Week 

Day Event Matthew Mark Luke John 

Jesus arrives in Bethany    12:1   

Friday/Saturday 

 

Mary anoints Jesus    12:2-8 

Crowd comes to see Jesus    12:9-11 

 
 
 

Sunday 

Triumphal entry into Jerusalem 21:1-11 11:1-10 19:28-44 12:12-18 

Some Greeks seek Jesus    12:20-36 

Jesus weeps over Jerusalem   19:41  

Enters temple  11:11   

Returns to Bethany 21:17 11:11   

 
 

Monday 

Jesus curses the fig tree 21:18-19 11:12-14   

Clears the temple 21:12-13 11:15-17 19:45-46  

Returns to Bethany with the Twelve  11:19   

 
 

Tuesday 

Disciples see the withered fig tree on the 
return to Jerusalem 

21:20-22 11:20-21   

Temple controversies in Jerusalem 21:23-23:39 11:27-12:44 20:1-21:4  

Olivet Discourse on the return to Bethany 24:1-25:46 13:1-37 21:5-36  

 

Wednesday 
Jesus continues daily teaching in the temple   21:37-38  

Sanhedrin plots to kill Jesus 26:3-5 14:1-2 22:1-2  

Wednesday/Thursday Preparations for the Passover 26:17-19 14:12-16 22:7-13  

 
 

Thursday 

Passover meal/Last Supper 26:20-35 14:17-26 22:14-30  

Upper Room Discourse    13:1-17:26 

Jesus prays in Gethsemane 26:36-46 14:32-42 22:39-26  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 

Betrayal & arrest (after midnight?) 26:47-56 14:43-52 22:47-53 18:2-12 

Jewish trial:  before Annas    18:13-24 

   - before Caiaphas and part of the Sanhedrin 26:57-75 14:53-72 22:54-65 18:19-24 

   - before full Sanhedrin (after sunrise?) 27:1-2 15:1 22:66-71  

Roman trials:  before Pilate 27:2-14 15:2-5 23:1-5  

   - before Herod   23:6-12  

   - before Pilate 27:15-26 15:6-15 23:13-25 18:28-19:16 

Crucifixion (approx. 9:00am to 3:00pm) 27:27-54 15:16-39 23:26-49 19:16-37 

Burial (evening) 27:57-61 15:42-47 23:50-54 19:38-42 

Empty-tomb witnesses 28:1-8 16:1-8 24:1-12   

Sunday 
Resurrection appearances 28:9-20 16:9-20 24:13-53 20:1-21:25 


