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“Check your attitude at the door”, that was the sign outside the Sunday School room for the College & Career 

Class at Dueber UMC one Sunday.  We didn’t  know if our teacher was just fed up with our attitudes or what.  

He explained that he wanted us to leave our attitudes behind when we entered for class because he wanted us to 

have open minds and hearts to what God might be trying to speak to us.  As we enter this Advent Season, I 

think that might be what the Apostle Paul is saying to us:  “Check your attitude as you enter the door to 

Advent.”  Be prepared to receive whatever it is that God wants you to know.  

 

It has officially begun. Our journey to Bethlehem has started.  Thank you to all who gathered here yesterday to 

decorate and prepare the church for the celebration of our Lord’s birth.   

 

The Christmas Rush.  For merchants, it's a "make-or-break" time of year. Especially this year with all of the 

Covid restrictions, they are feeling more exhausted and overworked.  Yet, a small business woman told me she 

had not slept hardly at all on Thanksgiving night, but said that the more exhausted they are, the better their 

business is doing.  

 

It seems every year there is a hot, new Christmas toy that, thanks to the media, creates a buying frenzy by 

hordes of stampeding parents.  

 

I don’t’ know what “the” toy is this year, I remember when it was "Tickle Me Elmo," -based on a Jim Henson 

character called "Elmo," who is red and furry and laughs when you tickle him.  

 

It was 1996, One store advertised 48 Elmos for sale, and when the store doors opened early, hundreds of parents 

pushed, shoved and fought for entrance in such barbaric style that a store clerk was taken to the hospital, 

battered and bruised.   I wondered – how is that the spirit of Christmas? 

 

People in refugee camps around the world line up for food and water have more respect for each other than we 

Americans do to buy a toy.  

 

This is a different year isn’t it?  Typically our calendars would be filled with concerts to attend, parties to 

prepare for, families to buy for – But this year - 

• Is your master list ready with everything you will need to do over the next month? 

• Actually, I think my list is longer, because I have to make arrangements for everything since we will not 

be meeting in person. 

But before we start scrambling through  

• our schedules, 

• our agendas and  

• our calendars,  

Before we try to figure out how to hold fast to Christmas traditions in the midst of the pandemic, 

 

Consider that each and every one of us should begin  the same – checking our advent attitudes - the Advent 

Attitude that Paul urges from the Thessalonians -- "Abound in Love."  

 

Socrates was once eyeing merchandise in the marketplace, and his friend asked why he was looking, since he 

never bought anything.  

 

Socrates said: "Because I am always amazed to see how many things there are - that I don't need."  

 

As we move toward Christmas, are their things that we really don’t need in order to celebrate the Lord’s birth? 

 



We are on the road of Advent – leading us to Bethlehem.  At this time of the year,   

• we find ourselves under construction 

• examining our hearts and minds to see what attitude we are carrying toward Christmas. 

Whatever the nature of our business or our busy-ness, there is only one thing we must all put on our "to prepare 

for Christmas list," the one thing we all "want" and need to "have" this year -- Love.  

 

Love is the essence of our Attitude Problem.  

 

When Paul urged the Thessalonians to "abound in love," he was speaking to a community that had already had 

its capacity to love significantly challenged.  

• Persecutions and suffering at the hands of the city's pagan officials,  

• condemnations from the Jewish synagogue and contentions within their own ranks had threatened to 

strain the loving nature of the Thessalonians.  

• They had focused too intently on the future and  too little on the daily-ness of life lived within a 

community of faith. 

 

If we take Paul's own life as an example, we can discern at least three ways that the apostle might have expected 

the Thessalonians, and all of us Christians, to abound in Love.  

 

What's an attitude that "abounds in love?" What kind of love are we to abound with?  

 

1. First, Love must REBOUND. Rebounding, as every good basketball team knows, is the cutting edge between 

defense and offense. Whichever team rebounds most successfully becomes the team in control of the ball.  

 

The team that rebounds becomes the offense, goes on the move and heads toward the basket – the goal!  

 

Failure to rebound puts a team continually in a defensive posture, striving to protect its basket from the 

offensive team's onslaught.  

 

Great rebounders 

• take whatever comes their way,  

• hurl themselves at the ball, and  

• take possession of it  

• for the sake of the team.  

 

How good a rebounder are you? As Christians who are called to "abound in love," we must take whatever hits 

us and rebound it with love.  

 

Considering the world we live in and the endangered status that love seems to hold, there is a good chance that 

what will hit us won't be love.  

 

The Christian's challenge is: 

• to rebound love when we are clobbered with hate;  

• to rebound love when we are jabbed with jealousy;  

• to rebound love when we are shoved by pettiness;  

• to rebound love when we are plowed over by prejudice.  

-- Can you rebound love to the surly, sour-faced, part-time store clerk who doesn't see and doesn't care that you 

are trying to be polite and easygoing?  

 

-- Can you rebound love to the co-worker who takes credit for your work and takes advantage of your good 

nature?  



 

-- Can you rebound love to the phone-marketing drone who calls during the dinner hour?  

 

-- Can you rebound love to militia maniacs, Conservatives, Liberals, Democrats, Republicans, Jews, Muslims, 

Hindus, gang-bangers, to those who are different from you? 

 

Do you abound in that much love . . . to rebound? 

 

And after that - Paul would say that it is not enough  

 

It's not enough just to get the rebound. Now you've got to do something with the ball.  

 

Rebounding love, especially toward one who has behaved unlovingly toward you, demands an explanation. It 

entails a result.  

To "redound" something is to get a result, to have an effect.  

 

Paul praised the Thessalonians because he saw their faith as part of the apostolic mission of the church.  

 

Even in pagan Thessalonica, a group of Gentiles now took their place in an apostolic mission that included the 

• patriarchs and matriarchs of Israel,  

• Israel's prophets,  

• the 12 chosen disciples of Jesus  

• and Paul himself.  

 

To "abound in love" means we, too,  

• step forward into that line of faith and  

• add our voices and  

• our testimony to that great cloud of witnesses.  

 

It is not enough to know  

• that we are the recipients of God's love,  

• that our future has been forever transformed and  

• that our past has been forever cleansed by the power of Christ's love.  

 

Paul calls us to redound the abounding truth of love. To "abound in love," we must make love known to the 

world through the enfleshment of love. _ its about putting feet on our prayers 

 

One of the most stirring indictments on the church ever penned was made by Charles Schultz many years ago.  

Snoopy is shivering out in a snowstorm beside an empty food dish. He was looking longingly, expectantly, 

toward the house.  

 

Lucy came out and said, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled!" And then she turned and went back into the 

house and slammed the door.  

 

In the last frame you saw a confused Snoopy looking toward the house, shivering and hungry and utterly 

baffled.  

 

Several years ago while in Rwanda on a medical missionary trip, we up in the remote mountains caring for 

people in a clinic that had been empty since the genocide. Suddenly the government decided we needed to 

leave, so as they were loading us in a bus to leave, one of the pastors wanted to pray with the people who had 

not been seen by our doctors, and the missionary with us said “No!” Later as we were on the road down the 



mountain, she said people come here all the time promising to dig wells, make life better, then they leave and 

nothing happens.  So the people start believing that there is no power in prayer.  In order to redound in love we 

have to invest ourselves.   

 

To make known the love of Christ takes more than words -- it takes action; it entails results.  

 

I remember in my teen years, being excited about faith – and being trained to basically “accost” people on the 

street and share with them the 4 Spiritual Laws, and Preach at them why they needed Jesus.  We were not 

trained to listen to people’s stories, or hear their pain – we just trained to get them to Jesus in 15 minutes.  

 

I’m grateful that the people who experienced me like that were grace-filled folks, who did not respond by 

knocking me for a loop. 

 

I’ve come to believe, that is not sharing faith, that is dumping, or unloading, but not sharing and it does little to 

share in order for others to catch a glimpse of Christ.  

 

The kind of love that Paul was referring to sometimes requires us to step back, sacrifice something of ourselves  

Lucy didn't "share" anything with poor, shivering Snoopy. She did not have to sacrifice any of: 

• her time,  

• her money,  

• her space,  

• her heart,  

• her feelings or  

• her needs in order to make that speech.  

 

To make the love of Christ known genuinely,  

To proclaim that love to the world accurately:  

Requires us to redound Christ's sacrificial nature in our own lives.  

 

We redound love when we  

• volunteer our most precious commodity, time, to help clean up a neighborhood park.  

• donate the funds we would have lavished on ourselves for Christmas to a small and struggling mission.  

• when we give our favorite foods, diapers and formula, and some special goodies, to the local food 

pantry.  

• when we turn off the computer and pick up our crying child, even though it will mean staying up late 

that night working in order to finish a job.  

 

3. True Love RESOUNDS –  

• When something makes a lasting impact,  

• when it lives in memory beyond the normal length of its days,  

• when it reverberates beyond space and even time,   

• we say that it resounds.  

 

To resound something puts you on a grand scale. This may or may not be good news.  

• someone being a resounding success –  

• but we also note that an event can fail with a resounding thud.  

 

An echo resounds by repeating the same thing over and over again, while it grows fainter and less 

distinguishable with each repetition.  

 



The view from a mountaintop resounds with a silence that grows and changes every time we stop and listen, and 

its strength is ever diminished.  

 

We all have the capability to create resounding effects with the actions and attitudes we live out in our lives.  

 

The son of the great literary giant Evelyn Waugh tells a resounding story of his father’s actions.  During the 

war, when government officials gave this great writer three bananas as a treat for his children. Waugh brought 

them home, showed them to his kids, and ate them. 

His son writes, "It would be absurd to say that I never forgave him, but he was permanently marked down in my 

estimation."  

 

Greatness of worldly stature can go along with smallness of soul.  

How loud and long smallness of spirit and hardness of heart can resound in a child's life.  

 

We have only to glance at the New Testament to determine how resounding were the effects of Paul's ministry 

and message.  This apostle, who seemed to spend more time in prison than out, managed to have his words, his 

testimonies, resound throughout the church for two millennia.  

 

It is because Paul's words  

• "abound with love"  

• that they continue to resound with the spirit of truth  

as loudly today as they did when delivered before the Thessalonian Christians.  

 

So maybe we need to check on our attitude as we begin Advent.  

 

Do you realize we are all under construction and this time of year is that time to re-examine our motives – our 

love – so that we might Rebound, Redound, and Resound God’s love in our world.   

 

Someone once wrote:  

We can be in a stadium - but that does not necessarily mean we are athletes. 

We can be in a garage, but that doesn’t make us a car 

 

We can read about woodworking - but that alone does not make us carpenters. 

 

We can call one another "Brother" and Sister" - but that does not mean that we do right by each other. 

 

We can come to the church - but that will not make us Christians. 

 

We have been called to put God's words into loving action.   We have been called to live for Christ.  Let’s check 

our attitudes so that we may 

• be a holy presence in this world of ours 

• trust that where we are going will be where God wants us to be 

• take risks in order to share the love of Christ 

• transform our world one connection at a time.  

 

It was Mother Teresa who said: “Every act of love is a work of peace, no matter how small.”  

 

May our Advent Attitude find us living out our heritage as a child of God 

• Sharing acts of love  

• Practicing being workers of peace 


