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Always Pursuing God 
Genesis 28:10-19a NIV 

 “Awareness”!!! That’s a word that has deep meaning. It’s a term we use often. We encourage 
one another to be aware of certain things. “Be aware of your surroundings! Be aware of the 
needs of others and your own needs!” We say these words to ourselves and others, especially 
children. We do this because we know that it is important to be aware. It is important to be 
attentive, sensitive and understanding. 

How attentive and sensitive are you? Do you accept your feelings at face value, or do you try to 
understand the underlying reasons causing them? Do you just accept your way of thinking as the 
right and only way, or do you try to see value in others’ perspectives? Do you justify your 
actions and reactions by blaming others, or do you take time to responsibly examine your 
individual agency? In other words, are you practicing awareness? 

I believe that awareness plays a critical part in healthy relationships. We need to be attentive and 
sensitive to the needs of others and our own needs. Otherwise, we become distracted, 
self-absorbed, and inconsiderate. Otherwise, we go through life with no real purpose. 

The account of Jacob and his journey to Harran is a story of awareness. The backdrop of this 
narrative is marked by betrayal, deception, favoritism, rejection and dysfunctionality. Jacob was 
not traveling for business or pleasure. He was running for his life. He had tricked his father and 
had stolen the blessing of his brother.  

I wonder if he took the time to think through his actions. Did Jacob ever consider the deep 
fracture he was causing in his family with his behavior, a wound that would take 20 years to 
heal? Did he ever think that the day he left as a fugitive was the last time he would see his 
mother alive? Perhaps, Jacob was not fully aware of the consequences of his actions and he was 
forced to leave home without enough provisions to make the 500 mile trip. 

After his first day of traveling, Jacob reached a certain place. The sun was about to set and he 
decided to spend the night there. The accommodations were nothing more than the ground for a 
bed and a stone for a pillow. In an instant, Jacob’s life had become as hard as the place where he 
was laying down to sleep.  

There are times we find ourselves in hard places. Is it because we have grown insensitive and 
inattentive to ourselves, others and God? On many occasions, the answer to that question is a 
resounding “yes!” Other times, it’s the recklessness of others that puts us in difficult and 
challenging places. However, God is not done with you regardless of how you came to have a 
rock as a pillow. There is hope! Even when the place you find yourself is not very welcoming, 
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God still can give you rest. Even in those uncomfortable and rocky places, God can make you 
dream anew. 

So, Jacob settled down for the night after an exhausting day. And, in the quietness of the night, 
God revealed to Jacob in a dream. In his sleep, Jacob had a beautiful vision of “a stairway resting 
on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it” (v. 12). I am fascinated by the nature of this dream. Here is the reason for my 
fascination. Usually, after a distressing episode, our dreams are a representation of our past 
agitations or our future preoccupations.  

After I escaped Cuba, I had recurring nightmares. They lasted more than a year. In my dreams, I 
vividly relived the whole escaping saga.  I could see myself swimming, being chased after, 
running endless trails, and struggling to make it. The dreams were so intense that I woke out of 
them emotionally burdened. For over a year, I had constant dreams that represented past 
agitations. I have not had this kind of dream for a while. Now I dream about getting on the pulpit 
on Sunday morning, not having my notes in front of me and going blank. My Saturday evening 
dreams are full of preoccupations now. 

I am surprised, and perhaps jealous, that Jacob had such a pleasant dream. I imagine that, after 
going through such a dramatic episode, this dream was a balm to Jacob’s soul. This vision had to 
be uplifting and comforting. Seeing God’s glory and hearing God’s words spoken directly to him 
must have been extremely encouraging. Especially, when the message was such a wonderful 
promise. 

Hear what God said to Jacob. I invite you to close your eyes for a moment (please don’t fall 
asleep), and hear these words as though being spoken to you by the Lord your God. “[I am your 
Creator and I am telling you] All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your 
offspring. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go… I will not leave you until I 
have done what I have promised you” (v. 14-15).  

I believe this message from God is for all of us. People of God, the Lord of heaven and earth is 
telling you, “I am with you and I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 
I will not leave you until… 

·      You are able to forgive yourself and others 
·      You reach that victory to which I am leading you… 

o   Victory over fears and stress…  
o   Victory over temptations and compulsive behaviors…  
o   Victory over doubts…  

·      I restore your heart and completely heal your wounds and brokenness 
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·      You experience abundant joy and peace 
·      I safely usher you back to your real home 

The dream was so intense that Jacob woke up from his sleep. The Bible says that the first 
thought that came to Jacob’s awakened mind was, “Surely the presence of the Lord is in this 
place, and I was not aware of it” (v. 16). The vision made Jacob aware of God’s presence and 
he also realized his previous lack of awareness. 

I believe that Jacob was able to put into words something we all experience. Many times, we are 
not aware of God’s presence in our lives. There are moments when we think that there is no way 
God can be with us after we fall so low, or try to run and hide. We think that there is no way God 
can be with us when we find ourselves between a rock and a hard place.  

Perhaps, that was Jacob’s perception before falling asleep: “I am here by myself. I am on my 
own after doing what I did.” However, God showed up in Jacob’s dream. I believe that the main 
reason God revealed to Jacob at this moment was to make him aware that God will always 
pursue us regardless of our actions.  

Church, there is nothing you can do or no place you can go that will prevent God from pursuing 
you. We tend to think that we are the ones who are after God. However, the Bible shows a 
different picture. The main theme of the Bible is not humans seeking God; it’s God seeking his 
creation. The God of the Bible is always pursuing us. That’s exactly what the Psalmist said when 
he wrote,  

7 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
    and the light become night around me,” 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
    the night will shine like the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. Psalm 139 

I have learned that it is not so much about searching for God. It’s about stopping our excuses, 
running and hiding. It’s about finding ourselves in the God who finds us even in the darkest 
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shadow. It is not about earning God’s love. It’s about  receiving it. It’s about becoming aware of 
the grace and mercy that follow us all the days of our lives. It’s about embracing and responding 
to the dreams God plants in our hearts and defying the brokenness of the world.  

Jacob received God’s revelation. God allowed him to dream when all he was thinking about was 
running. After Jacob was made aware of God’s presence in his “chaotic” life, he was able to see 
beyond his circumstances. He was able to see beyond the harshness of the situation. He could see 
God’s comforting presence and then, he exclaimed, “How awesome is this place!” 

How many times have you seen the awesomeness of the hard places you have found yourself in? 
I know we don’t usually call the stone pillow a blessing. But let me tell you, by God’s grace, the 
stone we sometimes use as a pillow will become a pillar that God will use to sustain us in our 
journey. The hard places we crash our heads against will become a pillar that will uphold us in 
our devotion to God. 

That’s the beauty that accompanies our awareness of God’s presence. We are able to reimagine 
our reality. We are able to give new purpose to the difficult things we find in our path. That’s 
what Jacob did. “Next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as 
a pillar and poured oil on top of it. And, he called that place Bethel, ‘House of God.’” Out of a 
roadblock, Jacob set the foundation for an altar, for a place of worship. It’s amazing to see what 
God’s presence does in and through us. 

Reflecting upon his dream, Jacob came to the conclusion that the hard place he found himself 
was “none other than the house of God… the gate of heaven.” I love the phrase “Gate of 
Heaven,” and here is why.  A gate is an access point. Jacob understood that he was crossing a 
threshold in his life, not for the worse but for and with a purpose.  

The hard places we find ourselves in, God uses to launch us into a purposeful future. We may not 
understand every situation we face. Some of those difficult situations will be the natural 
consequences of our actions or the actions of others. We will not know how to explain other 
difficult situations. Yet, the God who is always pursuing us will open doors for us to enter into a 
new and restored future because God does not take any pleasure in our destruction. 

Jacob needed to gain some perspective as he began his journey. We also need to gain perspective 
in our own journeys. Perhaps, we can start by paying attention to the manifestations of God’s 
goodness and loving kindness that surround us. Perhaps, we need to become more aware of the 
presence of the always, ever-pursuing God. Know that today God wants to reveal to you and 
make you aware that He is with you...that He will watch over you wherever you go.  May that 
awareness fill you with faith and renewed strength to follow the God who is always pursuing us. 


