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Altars or Monuments 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God--this is your true and proper worship. Romans 12:1 

NIV 

The apostle Paul exhorted the believers in the city of Rome to offer themselves as living 

sacrifices to God. Sacrifices were brought to the temple and were placed at the altar of the 

Almighty God. In many instances, we see a sacrifice being presented and we see people building 

altars on which to place their offering.  

For instance, the first thing Noah did when he came out of the ark was to build an altar to offer a 

sacrifice. This is what the Bible says, “Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of 

all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it” (Genesis 8:20 NIV). 

Noah built an altar and offered sacrifices to worship and honor God.  

The building of the altar was an expression of Noah’s gratitude for all the Lord had done for him 

and his family. Not only this. The building of the altar was Noah’s way of expressing that in this 

new beginning worship to God was his number one priority.  

The Hebrew people had been taken captive and their city had been destroyed. Jerusalem had long 

been devastated. Everything was in ruins and the people were returning to their land to rebuild 

and start again. There were no farms and no houses. However, before they worked on anything, 

the people built an altar where they offered sacrifices and worshiped God (Ezra 3). Again, a new 

chapter of the Hebrew people’s history was beginning, and in this new start, they were making 

worship to God their number one priority.  

An altar is a place for worship, a place to have an encounter with God, a place to experience and 

recognize divine intervention, provision, and protection. One of the things that we can learn from 

the Bible is that we need an altar if we want to offer ourselves as living sacrifices. What is/are 

your altar(s)? What is/are the place(s) that you have designated to present yourself as a living 

sacrifice?  

One of the things that really gets my attention in the text is the word that the apostle Paul uses to 

describe the type of sacrifice we ought to be. Paul uses the expression “LIVING.” This word gives 

a lot of meaning to the kind of sacrifice we must be.  

Here is something really interesting. The animals that were offered on the altar died at the time 

of the sacrifice. Yet, Paul is telling us that as we place ourselves on the altar we are not going to 

die instead we are going to truly come alive.  

A “living sacrifice” is active, vibrant, constantly moving, not static. Therefore, living sacrifices 

are not limited to being offered in a specific place, nor they are limited to being offered just on a 

particular occasion. “Living” has a connotation that goes far beyond existing. Living is a 

decision we make.  
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Living sacrifices intentionally decide to make each of their actions a song of praise to the Living 

God. People who decide to be a living sacrifice will have several altars. Every place that they 

physically occupy is used as an altar to worship God, and every moment they live is a time of 

offering. 

You know that you are a living sacrifice when, regardless of your position in space and time, 

everything you put your hands on receives the touch of excellence. You work at it with all your 

heart, since you are working for the Lord, not for human masters. If you want to be a living 

sacrifice, you have to make your house, the office, your car, your visit to the store, and any and 

every place an altar where you present yourself holy and pleasing to God 24/7. 

Usually, where we don’t build an altar we set up a monument.  

Saul, the first king of Israel, made an altar to the Lord. Yet, at some point in his life, he got 

distracted by the glamour of power and fame and in place of an altar, he erected a monument. 

This is what happened.  

Then Saul built an altar to the Lord; it was the first time he had done this. 1 Samuel 14:35 NIV 

At the time when Saul built the altar, he was recognizing that God not only was his provider but 

also his provision. Saul was acknowledging God not only as a mighty warrior but as his refuge. 

The altar was the sign that Saul was giving all the glory to God, that he depended fully on God.  

But, after a few years of uninterrupted success, Saul’s center of attention shifted. An unreal sense 

of supremacy, mixed with a couple of years of military success, made Saul think that he was 

capable enough to accomplish things by his own power. This is what misled a man, who once 

built an altar as a demonstration of his love and gratitude to God, to set up a monument to make 

a name for himself. This is what happened.  

Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to 

Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down 

to Gilgal.” 1 Samuel 15:12 NIV 

Our human nature craves for man’s empty praise. We want to have the admiration of others. We 

want to raise monuments to our ego. However, what is important in life is not to build personal 

monuments, but to build altars to the glory of God.  

God does not care what you achieve, but how you do it. God does not care what you have, but 

who you are. He does not even care what you can do for him; God is more interested in what he 

can do in you and through you. The apostle Paul was very specific in his admonition to believers 

by telling them to be “a living sacrifice,” to build altars for God’s glory and not monuments to 

their ego. 

God taught me this lesson in a very compelling way. For some time in my life, I blamed myself 

for apparent failures. One day I was meditating and my mind, soul, and spirit were in this place 
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of deep intimacy with God. I am talking about this place where you are totally exposed not only 

before God but before your own eyes. It was in that place of transparency and intimacy that God 

spoke to me in a very intense way. I heard God asking me this: “If you are taking credit for all 

the seeming failures you have experienced in your life, what are you going to do with all the 

victories I have given you and want to continue giving you?” 

I had to be honest. Both, God and I, were contemplating my innermost being. God was not 

asking me a question to find out the answer, he was making a point. I had to admit that if I was 

willing to accept the failures as my own, I would most likely embezzle God’s glory and credit 

the successes to myself, too. If I was owning my “failures,” most likely during times of success, I 

would not have built an altar to God but a monument in my honor.  

If for some reason you feel like a failure, you probably need to come to terms with God. It is 

possible that you are crediting God’s work to yourself. God wants you to know that it is for your 

own good that you come to surrender all before him. Most people are fascinated and attracted by 

the ovation and the praises, but not many people are willing to pray Wesley’s Covenant Prayer: 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee  

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.  

This prayer really illustrates what it means to fully surrender before God. You need to surrender 

ALL (failures, victories, disappointments, sorrows, sins, etc.) before the Lord. Don’t take credit 

for either the victories nor the seeming failures because we are instruments in God’s hand. Say 

like Paul, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20 NLT). Therefore, 

he deserves all the glory. So, let us  make of any and every place and situation an altar to offer 

ourselves as living sacrifices. 

Here is the critical question: Is your goal in life to build an altar where you are constantly 

offering yourself as a living sacrifice for God’s Glory? Or, are each of your actions intended to 

set up a monument in your own honor? 

LET US BUILD ALTARS, NO MONUMENTS! 

 

 


