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A Place to Go to Get What You Need 

John 3:1-17 

John 3:1-17 

New King James Version 

The New Birth 

3 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no 

one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 

into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The 

wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from 

and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?” 

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these 

things? 11 Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, 

and you do not receive Our witness. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, 

how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who 

came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 

Him should [c]not perish but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 

life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 

through Him might be saved. 

__________________________________________________________ 

Where do you go to get what you need? When we are children, and many times as adults, 

we go to our parents or grandparents. When we are in school we many times will go to a 

classmate or teacher or counselor. We adults we often go to financial or tax consultants. In 

respect to faith, we often look to our spiritual mentors to help us get what we need spiritually. 

Hopefully, as Christians we know that whatever assails us in life as we encounter the realities of 

our Christian journey, that we can go to God and find his peace, comfort, and answers to our 

needs. We can always go to God to get what we need. We see today the story of Nicodemus and 

how he realizes that he can go to God to get what he needed. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26136c
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I spent my early years among the tobacco fields and farmlands of northern North 

Carolina. It was a childhood filled with hard work and good times that always ended with church 

on Sunday mornings. It was a typical small southern farming community where everyone knew 

everyone and we all knew each other’s business. The nearest town was forty-five minutes away 

so the community shopped at the local store. Baynes Store was an old general store where 

scruffy weathered farmers sat around the front porch in the summer and around and old rusted 

pot-bellied stove in the winter where they gossiped and bragged throughout the day and about 

everything you can imagine. You see, this was before the advent of cell phones and the internet.  

However, it was not all idle gossip and stories of the big fish that got away or politics.  

This old store nestled in the intersection of Highway 119 and State Road 62 was a place where 

the community, both young and old, could gather to get what they needed. Yes, of course 

groceries and gas and daily necessities, but there was much more than that. When there was a 

need in the community people came to the store for help. They knew it was a place to get what 

they needed.  

As a youth I learned much about farming and respect from listening to the conversations 

at this store. I learned compassion when the owner would frequently slip extra food into the bags 

of poor struggling families. As he often pumped extra gas into the fuel tanks of the cars of these 

families, whose food bills often went unpaid for months without any mention or question, just 

compassion. Amidst the tall tales, gossip, and bragging, I would often hear conversations about 

people in need and what would be done to help them. I came to see Baynes store, as many in the 

community did, as a place to go if I were ever to have a need. 

 In our scripture lesson today, we read of Nicodemus who was a Pharisee that sat on the 

supreme council of the Sanhedrin. He would have been a wealthy man with much power among 

the people. He, along with all the others on the council and the people of the day, would have 

known of the miracles of Jesus. He approaches Jesus in the dark of night. Some say it was for 

safety reasons, such as to protect his life, to protect his reputation or possibly his position. Maybe 

he does so because he wants to have a safe and profitable interaction with Jesus, one that will 

gain him something. Maybe Nicodemus is searching to gain something from Jesus. Therefore, if 

this is the case, he would want to protect Jesus, and himself, from what may happen if the 

community knew of their meeting. Whatever the case, Nicodemus greets Jesus with respect 

calling him, Rabbi, and recognizing the wonders and signs Jesus has done because “God is with 

him.” 

It is interesting that many others knew and saw the miracles of Jesus, yet Nicodemus is 

the one that is secretly approaching Jesus. Why is this? I think because he is personally searching 

for something, and Jesus knows Nicodemus is seeking something from him and wastes no time 

getting to the point. We have to understand that this is more than an interaction or an encounter 

between two religious leaders. The fact is that  one of a religious leaders, Nicodemus, is seeking 

something that can only be obtained from the other. Nicodemus is wrestling with a legalistic 

faith system that says that his work saves him. Jesus is telling him, and the world, that only faith 

in God and being born again by the Spirit can save them.  
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Nicodemus has approached in the cover of night, going to Jesus to get what he needed. 

Jesus proceeds to give him what he desires, and we see this back and forth interaction that for the 

most part leaves Nicodemus puzzled. He can’t seem to grasp why his human comprehension is 

not enough to understand salvation. Jesus tries to explain that the workings of the Holy Spirit 

cannot be understood with human faculties.  Nicodemus is still confused, but he continues asking 

questions of Jesus. Jesus tells Nicodemus a great teacher of Israel, he cannot understand 

heavenly things. Now, by this time, Nicodemus is thoroughly confused. I am sure Jesus knows 

this and wants to educate Nicodemus a bit more.  In verses twelve and thirteen it is explained 

that Jesus has told Nicodemus earthly things which he had not understood. So why should he 

understand heavenly things? Well, there is no reason he should. However, we know Jesus could 

and would explain heavenly things because he had descended from heaven. He knows all things 

that there is to know about heaven and the workings of the Holy Spirit. Just to make it clear, 

Jesus attempts to relate the idea of salvation for all in a way that a teacher of Israel, Nicodemus, 

would understand. He relates a story from Numbers 21:4-9. In case you do not know this story, 

God had brought the Israelites out of Egypt and they found themselves complaining to God 

fourteen times. My theory about complaining is this: we only do it to those we think can make a 

change for us. Obviously, God would not have agreed with my theory because he punishes them 

with a plague of fiery serpents, killing many of them. Eventually this brought them to repentance 

begging for mercy. God instructs Moses to cast a bronze serpent and place it atop a pole where 

those that look at it would be saved from the serpents and given new life. So then in verse 

fourteen he states “even so then the Son of Man be lifted up.” Jesus is trying to relate this Old 

Testament idea of looking up to God to looking up to Jesus for salvation, being born again. This 

is important as we see Nicodemus fading away here. We will hear more about him later, and we 

will see the universal message of salvation for all by Christ coming to the foreground. All who 

come to get what they need may find it in Jesus Christ.  While we don’t hear what Nicodemus 

receives from his interaction with Jesus, what we do know by his actions later is that he got that 

for which he came. 

 Knowing that there is a place you can go to get what you need is important. It was 

still the early hours of the morning and an ice storm had hit in the midst of the night and covered 

the roads and trees and buildings with a thick layer of ice. We were nestled warm beneath a thick 

layer of blankets when we heard a horrific crash. Running down the winding stairs of the old 

farmhouse we discovered that our parents’ bedroom had been engulfed by the huge branches of a 

fallen oak tree. Frantically, we tried to reach them but there was just no way to do so. We were 

left in the darkness searching, not knowing what to do.  However, through the broken windows, 

and with the new light of the early morning sun, we knew where we could go to get help. My 

sister and I slipped our way across the ice to that old country store. The store was closed, but 

there was an old bell attached to an old cedar post. We rang it frantically, as light began to 

brighten the morning sky. Soon people gathered at the store, and by early noon the tree was 

gone. My parents were safe having coffee; you guessed it by that old stove at the old country 

store. They were safe, laughing, and telling stories of the tree that almost got away.  

You see, it’s important to know the places and people in our lives that we can go to get 

what we need in the dire moments in life. Nicodemus came to Jesus to get something that he 

needed for himself, and for his people. Jesus knew this, and this is when Jesus jumped right into 

the salvation dialog with Nicodemus. Jesus wanted Nicodemus to know that it was by God’s 
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grace and the work of being born again by Water and the Spirit that we enter the kingdom of 

God. It is not by human understanding or ritualistic works. Jesus wanted to point out these 

beautiful words “That God so loved the world that he…” and you know the rest! Jesus was 

answering Nicodemus’ need that day. We know this interaction with Jesus changed Nicodemus 

as we see him come to Jesus’ defense in John 7:50-51. He even helped to buy the spices and 

participates in, what would have been for him, the “unclean” practice of preparing Christ’s body 

for burial.  To me this shows a change; that Nicodemus realized he had visited the correct person 

in the still of night to get what he needed. But the story does not end there. Jesus in these 

scriptures reminds us of the Israelites of old complaining in the desert and of God, again, 

providing a way out from sin and darkness. This reminded Nicodemus and his peers to look 

towards Heaven. Do we find ourselves like Nicodemus and the Old Testament Israelites?   Do 

we wander in the wilderness complaining when all we need to do is come and seek God? 

 My friends God is still calling us, may it be by still of night, or bright of day, to 

answer our needs. God wants us to know that when those storms hit in life we will find what we 

need when we center back to God, through Christ’s work of salvation. We are not alone in this 

journey as individuals or as a Church body; that even in the midst of sure occurrences of our 

imperfections as individuals and the Church, God is saying “look at the bronze serpent on the 

pole and know you are safe in me. You can find what you need. It is already done!” 

Amen 

 


