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A Memorial Forever (part 2) 

Last week, we talked about the importance of filling our surroundings with those memories that 

help us remember God’s grace, favor, and many blessings in our lives. We stressed the 

importance of this practice because we have the tendency to hold fast to the disappointments of 

life, and we take God’s blessings so lightly that we forget them. So, if we want to live a life of 

thanksgiving, worship, and praise to God we need to surround ourselves with things that will 

trigger our brain to think about and reflect on God’s presence in our midst. And for sure, those 

memories will prompt us to be in gratitude mode most of the time.  

Memorials have a dual function. Last week, we talked about one of the reasons why we should 

have memorials of God’s presence in our lives. Here is the twofold purpose of memorials: 

(1) They serve as a reminder of God’s supernatural activity in your life, and… 

(2) Memorials are meant to be used as a tool to help people recognize God’s activity not only 

in your life, but also in others’ lives.   

It is not only for our personal benefit that we need to have reminders of God’s mercy and love all 

around us. Those reminders are for you to encourage, witness, and share with other people what 

God can do in the life of any person. Of course our faith needs to be practiced privately. This is 

one of the reasons why we surround ourselves with memories that will motivate us to worship 

God at all times. But, our faith needs to also be practiced publicly. The same memories we use 

for private worship, God wants us to use to openly and freely witness about Him. 

The reason why God asked his people to collect memories was not only for them to be reminded, 

but also for them to remind and teach the generations to come about the Almighty God. When 

God gave the Great Commandment to the Hebrew people he asked them: “Write them [these 

commandments] on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:9 NIV). 

In other words, God was asking them to make inscriptions all around them so that they would 

remember day in and day out that “The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [And to] Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” Deuteronomy 

6:4-5 NIV  

“Write this on your doors” was nothing more than “make a reminder (memorial)” for yourself. 

But, this memorial was not only for themselves or for private use. God told the Hebrews to use 

those reminders as teaching tools. This is what God told them to do: “Impress them [these 

commandments] on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk 

along the road, when you lie down and when you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:7 NIV). So, this 

memorial was not only a personal reminder, but it was meant to be used as a tool to help people 

recognize God’s activity among them. 

The same principle applies to the story of Joshua. When Joshua asked his people to collect 

twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan River, the intention was to have a sign that would 
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remind people of God’s supernatural care. This memorial was also setup to teach the future 

generations about God’s supernatural intervention in the life of the Hebrews. The Bible says: 

Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the 

Israelites, to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do 

these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord… Joshua 4:5-7 NIV  

So, in these stories we can clearly see the dual purpose of memorials which are: 

(1) A reminder of God’s supernatural activity in your life, and… 

(2) A tool to help people recognize God’s activity among us.   

Now, you have heard that a considerable portion of our generation seems to know nothing about 

God. The question is: Is it because they have not heard, or because they have not been told in a 

personal and compelling way? I know the answer includes a combination of both elements. Here 

is what I want us to know. We have to do our best when it comes to having memorials to remind 

ourselves and teach others about God.  

Let me ask you to ponder on these questions: 

• Is there a place at home or somewhere else where you can sit and teach and/or witness 

before people about what God has done in your life?  

• Do you have a reminder that makes your children, your family and friends think about 

how God has been working in your midst? 

• If you have something that reminds you of God’s active presence in your life, do you use 

it only as a private reminder or do you use it to share your faith with others?  

I hope these questions will inspire you to take on this new project of making a memorial that will 

last forever. A memorial that you can use to teach and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. I 

invite you to make a resolution similar to that of the Psalmist’s declaration: “We will not hide 

them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the 

LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done.” Psalm 78:4 NIV 

Chuck Bentley was a young man with founder stock, with options and benefits, and a future deep 

and wide. He was in the internet business when this area of the market was booming. There was 

a point in time where if Chuck would have decided to go public for $10 per share he would have 

become a multimillionaire. No doubt the future was very promising for him, but Chuck’s 

“success” was costing him more than he was making. He was dedicating his life to the business, 

and his relationship with God and family were totally neglected. One day, his wife invited him to 

Sunday school. The group he joined was studying about money from a biblical perspective. God 

used that class to change and literally save Chuck’s life. 
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A few months later, in March of 2000, Chuck was in New York City to close the deal of his life. 

While he was there, the internet bubble burst, the NASDAQ plummeted, and Chuck watched his 

own stock lose value. Many of his business friends were absolutely devastated by similar losses. 

Chuck knew seven guys who committed suicide at some point because of this situation, but that 

day Chuck felt rescued. He knew that God had liberated him from the love of money just a 

couple of months before in a Sunday school class. Today, Chuck still keeps the study guide from 

the Sunday school class. But here is the best part, Chuck teaches the same curriculum at his 

church and uses the material to witness about the saving power of God.   

Your memorials can change somebody’s life. You can use your life’s stories to encourage other 

people. The author of the book of Hebrew wrote: “Encourage each other every day while you 

have the opportunity...” (Hebrews 3:13 GOD'S WORD Translation). God can use you and your 

story to bring salvation and guidance to others.  

What are you going to do? Are you going to set up reminders of God’s goodness and mercy in 

your life and use them to encourage others? Are you willing to do the simple and possible so that 

God, through your life, will do what seems impossible? Do you want to be the channel that God 

uses to remind people of his great power?  

I finished my last sermon with the following invitation which I want you to keep in your hearts 

and minds. Remember the many ways God has blessed you; surround yourself with things that 

will trigger your brain to think about and reflect on God’s presence in your life. Stockpile some 

of the stones of the past, gather as many memories as you can, make them into a memorial, and 

use it to teach other people about God’s divine presence in our midst. In this way, you will be 

setting up a memorial that will last forever.  


