
Week of December 6 - 13, 2020  

 

Sunday, December 6 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - Second Sunday of Advent - Celebrate Communion 

by having elements available as you view the service, such as crackers, juice, etc. 

 3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship - Postponed 

Tuesday, December 8  6:00 p.m. - Finance Committee Meeting 

 6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  

 7:00 p.m. - Ad Council / Charge Conference Meeting (in the sanctuary) 

Wednesday, December 9  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study - Postponed 

 6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class - Postponed 

Sunday, December 13  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  

 9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - Third Sunday of Advent 

3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship - Postponed 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services will be offered exclusively online until further notice due to 

concerns with COVID-19 and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 

people with masks and observing safe distancing.  Check with your group’s leader if you have questions. 

 

Ad Council / Charge Conference Meeting -  Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 p.m. 

On December 8th, there will be a Charge Conference at the end of our regularly scheduled 7:00 p.m.  

Administrative Council meeting to establish Pastor William Baker's salary package.   

 
 

 

Youth Christmas Program – Sunday, December 20th 

 

You won’t want to miss the Youth Christmas Program, which will be pre-recorded and included  

in the worship service on Sunday, December 20th.  They are working hard to make it a beautiful and 

memorable program for all.  What a great blessing to have the youth and those who work with them  

as part of our congregation!! 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 24th at 7:00 p.m. - LaPorte UMC (Parking Lot)  

 
 

Just like that First Christmas Night was outside, this year we will gather outside at a manger to celebrate the Birth of Christ. 

We will sing some carols and read the Christmas story as we witness to the Light of the World being among us.  Masks are 

required, and family units are asked to stay together and socially distance from others, or remain in your cars.  Please bring 

your candles from home (electric candles, flashlights, candles with wind protectors, cell phone lights).  Also, if you would like 

to share your blessings with the Caring Cupboard on Christmas Eve, you may bring a gift of cleaning and/or personal 

products that will be shared with those in need, such as: dish soap, laundry detergent, household cleaners, shampoo, body 

wash, etc.  Thank you very much!! 
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LaPorte Welcomes Rev. William Baker! 

 

Our newly appointed pastor, Rev. William Baker, looks very forward to beginning his 

ministry at LaPorte UMC in January 2021.  He is married to Vickie, and they have three 

children, Abigail, Olivia, and Noelle.  Rev. Baker’s team approach to ministry, passionate 

worship and preaching, administrative knowledge, and creativity will certainly be a great 

blessing to us.  He is also an approachable, patient, and compassionate person.  

 

Rev. William’s primary spiritual goal is to bring lost people to the wonderful realization of 

the love and forgiveness found in Christ.  After that, becoming a good disciple of what we 

say we believe is of utmost importance.  

 

 
Caring Cupboard Outreach – Christmas Food Baskets 

 
Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.   

On December 19 th, we will be distributing Christmas food baskets to families in need.   
Please consider bringing any of the following canned, bottled, or boxed items for the baskets:  
scalloped potatoes, sweet potatoes, applesauce, apple juice, canned fruit, hot chocolate mix, corn, 

green beans, muffin/biscuit mix, and dessert mixes.  Paper products, such as napkins, paper towels, 

and bathroom tissue are also appreciated.  Please bring donations to the church by Monday, 

December 14 th. 
 
Would you like to donate a ham for Christmas?  If so, please call the church office to let Linda know.  

 

May all we do bless others.  Many, many thanks! 

 

 

A Word of Encouragement Continues… 

 

During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of Encouragement” each 

Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to this endeavor.  Everyone who was touched  

by these weekly publications expressed their gratitude for them.  At the end of August, these shared words were 

discontinued.  But, with fall and winter upon us, and our worship services currently being offered only online, the SPRC saw 

the need to continue this ministry.  Sue Van Arsdale agreed to oversee this much-needed publication and her daughter, 

Cara Babel, assists her in getting submissions ready to share.   

 

If you would like to participate, you may do so by writing a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and ending with a 

short prayer.  Perhaps you would like to share an Advent or Christmas meditation or something to encourage others as we 

ring in the New Year.  Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com.  Thank you for sharing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help…Hope…Healing… 

Stephen Ministers are members of our 

congregation who receive special training to 

provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 

experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
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many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 

 
 

Share a Special Moment 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).  

During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 

 

 

Church Offering Envelopes 

 

If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email 

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 

 

 

Live Nativity Event 

Columbia Township Park 

 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. on the following days: 

Sundays, December 13 & 20 

Saturday, December 19 

 

Live Music! Refreshments! Special Guests! 

 

Free with donation.  Admission per person:  Socks for the homeless or a donation to the Columbia Food Bank. 

Presented by the Columbia Youth Players (440-263-9131) 
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WORSHIP GUIDE  
Sunday Dec 6 th 2020  Second Sunday in Advent 

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  
 

GATHERING  
We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed 

through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 
 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE Prepare Thyself, Zion, J. S. Bach 
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING  Advent Candle Song (verse two) 2090 TFWS 

Light the Advent candle, two:  Think of humble shepherds,  
who filled with wonder at the sight of the child of Christmas night.  

Refrain 
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; 
Candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light . 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Perez Family 
 
Today we light the second Advent candle. 
 
The first candle reminded us of hope. The second Advent candle is the candle of peace — the 
peace we seek in our hearts as we await the coming of Christ and peace on earth as announced 
by the angels. 
 
Lighting the 2 purple candles 
 
May the light of hope and peace burn brightly in our hearts all our days. 
 

UNISON PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
O God of our ancestors, you stand as a sign for the people; 
O sovereign of all the earth: 
Come and release from prison those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. Amen. 
 
* HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1,2,6&7) 211 UMH 
 

1.  O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear, 

Refrain: 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
2. O Come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 

To us, the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. 
Refrain: 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
  



   6.  O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thy justice here; 
          Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Refrain: 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  
     7.    O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 

From dust though brought us forth to life; deliver us from earthly strife. 
Refrain: 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

 
*SCRIPTURE Matthew 3:1-12   
 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  3 This is he who was spoken of 
through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’”[a] 
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His 
food was locusts and wild honey.  5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea 
and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in 
the Jordan River. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was 
baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree 
that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with [c] the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, 
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

Prayer 

* OFFERTORY  
 
*Doxology UMH 95 
 
 
Special Music  From Handel's Messiah, sung by Mark Kopienski 

 Then Shall the Eyes of the Blind Be Opened 
 He Shall Feed His Flock Like A Shepherd 

  
PASTORAL PRAYER with the LORD’S PRAYER 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23196a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23204b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23204c


 
MESSAGE  Letting God be God  
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day 
when justice shall roll down like waters 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, 
whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a light to the nations. 
You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts 
and have mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation. 
You put down the mighty from their thrones and exalt those of low degree. 
You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich you send empty away. 
Your own Son came among us as a servant 
to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. 
He humbled himself in obedience to your will 
and freely accepted death on a cross. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 



And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing in Holy Communion 
 
*HYMN Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 664 UMH  
 

1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The service is ended, O now be extended 
the fruits of our worship in all who believe. 
The seed of the teaching, receptive souls reaching,  
shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us  
to work for God’s kingdom and answer the call. 

 
2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,  

the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,  
embracing God’s children of each tribe and race. 
With your grace you feed us, with your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and that name which we bear.  

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Toccata on "Festal Song," Gilbert Martin  
 


