
   

She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him  

in a manger 
Luke 2:7 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION 
December 24, 2021 

ENTER TO WORSHIP 

“Joy to the world, the Lord has come. . .” On this joyous Christmas Eve,  

we reach out to all worshippers with welcoming hearts and hands.  

May Christ, who is the greatest gift ever given to humanity,  

plant His peace in our hearts and minds tonight. 
 

PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

PRELUDE           Carols of Joy and Wonder, arr. Steven Scott                

 

GREETING 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, Christ, the Lord. 

Luke 2:10-11 

 

PROCESSION OF THE CAROLS* 

(We will sing the first verse of each carol from memory) 

 

                                 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

                                       O Little Town of Bethlehem 

          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

                        It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

                                          The First Noel 

 

THE LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

      (Based upon Isaiah 9:2; Matthew 4:16) 

 

Leader: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 

who dwelt in a land deep darkness, on them has light shined.” 

 

People: We gather with hearts full of reverence and praise. We come 

to worship the child who is God made flesh, the hope of the 

world. 

 

Leader: We light the Christ candle to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the 

light of the world. 



People: Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION* (In unison) 

Gracious and forgiving God, on this day we gather to celebrate 

the gift of Your Son, Jesus Christ. We confess our need to clear 

away the clutter of things that distract us from worshiping You. 

It is our desire to come before You in awe and adoration. Help us 

to worship You with a sense of expectancy and hope that You will 

meet us where we are and lead us to the place You want us to be. 

We offer our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

HYMN*                   O Come, All Ye Faithful  #234 UMN, vv. 1-3  

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:8-20 

 

Leader: God bless the reading and hearing of your word. 
 

People: Lord, open our hearts to you. 
 

SECOND GOSPEL LESSON        Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Leader: God bless the reading and hearing of your word. 
 

People: Lord, open our hearts to you. 

 

SERMON          Those Who Came - Pastor William Baker 

 

GIVING OF THE TITHES AND OFFERINGS   

Away in a Manger, arr. Patricia Harris 

 

DOXOLOGY*                      #95 UMH 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

(For safety’s sake, never tip a lighted candle.  

Let the person with the unlit candle tip toward the  

lighted candle. Beware of hair or clothing near  

the flame. At the conclusion of the service, fully 

 extinguish the candle with moistened fingertip 

 or by blowing.) 

 



HYMN*                      Silent Night, Holy Night   
 

 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

 Round yon virgin mother and child. 

 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

 Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born! 
 

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 

 Radiant beams from thy holy face 

 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 

 With the angels let us sing, 

 Alleluia to our King; 

 Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 

 

BLESSING*                The Lord’s Prayer (In unison, with eyes open) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES 

(Please gently extinguish your candle and place them in the basket  

on the table when you exit.) 

 

POSTLUDE        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, arr. Lani Smith 

Visitors, please be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor 

William and stop by our visitors table in the entrance 

hall. 


