
Week of November- 22  - 29, 2020  

 

Sunday, November 22 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service  

 3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship - Postponed 

Tuesday, November 24  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join 

us in prayer at home!  

Wednesday, November 25  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study - Postponed 

 6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class - Postponed 

Thursday, November 26  A Blessed Thanksgiving Day to All! 

Sunday, November 29  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  

 9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - United Methodist Student’s Day 

 3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship - Postponed 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services will be offered exclusively online until further notice due to concerns with COVID-19 

and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people with masks and 

observing safe distancing.  Check with your group’s leader if you have questions. 
 

 

 

           LaPorte Welcomes Rev. William Baker! 

 

Our newly appointed pastor, Rev. William Baker, looks very forward to beginning his 

ministry at LaPorte UMC in January 2021.  He is married to Vickie, and they have three 

children, Abigail, Olivia, and Noelle.  Rev. Baker’s team approach to ministry, passionate 

worship and preaching, administrative knowledge, and creativity will certainly be a great 

blessing to us.  He is also an approachable, patient, and compassionate person.  

 

Rev. William’s primary spiritual goal is to bring lost people to the wonderful realization of 

the love and forgiveness found in Christ.  After that, becoming a good disciple of what we 

say we believe is of utmost importance.  
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

December 24th at 7:00 p.m.  

LaPorte UMC (Parking Lot) 

 
Just like that First Christmas Night was outside, this year we will gather outside at a 

manger to celebrate the Birth of Christ.  We will sing some carols and read the 

Christmas story as we witness to the Light of the World being among us.  

 Masks required, and family units are asked to stay together and social distance from 

others, or remain in your cars.  Please bring your candles from home (electric candles, 

flashlights, candles with wind protectors, cell phone lights).  

 

 

Help…Hope…Healing… 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 

provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 

experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, 

and many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue 

Van Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

 

Share a Special Moment 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).  

During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. 

You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 

 

 

A Word of Encouragement Continues… 

 

During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of Encouragement” each 

Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to this endeavor.  Everyone who was 

touched by these weekly publications expressed their gratitude for them.  At the end of August, these shared words 

were discontinued.  Since the weather has turned colder and we most likely will not be able to gather outside, and 

many people do not feel comfortable attending inside worship, the SPRC decided to start that ministry, again.  Sue 

Van Arsdale was contacted to help oversee this much-needed publication.  She agreed and her daughter, Cara 

Babel will assist her in getting submissions ready for publication. 

 

Starting in November, we ask you to help in this endeavor, by writing a 

short meditation connecting it to scripture and ending with a short prayer. 

 Since November is typically Thanksgiving month, try to gear your 

meditation to thankfulness, and then, Advent follows, so share an Advent or 

Christmas meditation.  If we get a good response, we may continue this on 

into the new year to offer care and prayer to all who need encouragement 

throughout the winter months to come. 

 

Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. 
 

Thank you, 

Claudia Baker, SPRC Chair 
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WORSHIP GUIDE  
Sunday, November 22nd, 2020  

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE  ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  
 

GATHERING  
We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed through 

Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 
 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE Thanksgiving Prayer , by Gilbert Young 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
Leader: Come, let us celebrate the wondrous gifts that God has given us. 
People: Throughout all our lives, God has blessed us with love and hope. 
 
Leader: Praise be to God who provides for us. 
People: May our hearts be truly grateful, and may we show our gratitude by the  

ways in which we live and care for others. 
 
Leader: Hallelujah! 
People: AMEN. 
 

* OPENING PRAYER  
 
* HYMN Come Ye Thankful People Come 694 UMH   
 

1. Come, ye thankful people, come, 

raise the song of harvest home; 

all is safely gathered in, 

ere the winter storms begin. 

God our Maker doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied; 

come to God's own temple, come, 

raise the song of harvest home. 

2. All the world is God's own field, 

fruit as praise to God we yield; 

wheat and tares together sown 

are to joy or sorrow grown; 

first the blade and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear; 

Lord of harvest, grant that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 
 
 



 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 100   UMH 821 Responsively 
 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! 
Serve the Lord with gladness!  
Come into God’s presence with singing! 
 
Know that the Lord, who made us, is God. 
We are the Lord’s;  
we are the people of God,  
the sheep of God’s pasture. 
 
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, 
And God’s courts with praise! 
Give thanks and bless God’s name! 
 
For the Lord is good; 
God’s steadfast love endures for ever; 
God’s faithfulness to all generations. 
 
 
HYMN Grace Alone 2162 TFWS 

 
 

1. Every promise we can make, every prayer and step of faith,  
every difference we will make is only by his grace. 
every mountain we will climb, every ray of hope we shine, 

 every blessing left behind is only by His grace. 
 
 

Refrain 
Grace alone which God supplies, 
Strength unknown he will provide. 
Christ in us our Cornerstone; 
We will go forth in grace alone. 
 
 

2.  Every soul we long to reach, every heart we hope to teach, 
everywhere we share his peace is only by his grace. 
every loving word we say, every tear we wipe away, 
every sorry turned to praise is only by His grace. 

 
 

Refrain 
Grace alone which God supplies, 
Strength unknown he will provide. 
Christ in us our Cornerstone; 
We will go forth in grace alone. 
 
 
 



 
SCRIPTURE READING Philippians 4:4-9  NIV 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near.  6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.  9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put 
it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SPECIAL MOMENT Thanksgiving Music 
 
* OFFERTORY  
 
*Doxology UMH 95 
 
* SERMON TEXT Matt 25:31-46  NIV 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious 
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 
me.’ 

46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

This is the word of the Lord for all people. Thanks be to God. 



 
MESSAGE: Blessed to be A Blessing 

 
 
HYMN Now Thank We All Our God 102  UMH   

1. Now thank we all our God, 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who from our mothers' arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

2. O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us; 

and keep us still in grace, 

and guide us when perplexed; 

and free us from all ills, 

in this world and the next. 

3. All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given; 

the Son, and him who reigns 

with them in highest heaven; 

the one eternal God, 

whom earth and heaven adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 

BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE Postlude on "Cwm Rhondda, "  by Marc Jordan 
 


