
Week of November- 15 th – 
22 nd

, 2020  

 

Sunday, November 15 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service  

 3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship 

Tuesday, November 17  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group   

Wednesday, November 18  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study  

 6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class – Viewing The Chosen series 

Thursday, November 19  3:30 p.m. - SPRC Meeting 

Sunday, November 22  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  

 9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service    

 3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services will be offered online until further notice due to concerns with COVID-19  

and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people (with masks and 

observing safe distancing).  Check with your group’s leader if you have questions. 
 

 

 

LaPorte Welcomes Rev. William Baker! 

 

Our newly appointed pastor, Rev. William Baker, looks very forward to beginning his 

ministry at LaPorte UMC in January 2021.  He is married to Vickie, and they have three 

children, Abigail, Olivia, and Noelle.  Rev. Baker’s team approach to ministry, passionate 

worship and preaching, administrative knowledge, and creativity will certainly be a great 

blessing to us.  He is also an approachable, patient, and compassionate person.  

 

Rev. William’s primary spiritual goal is to bring lost people to the wonderful realization of the 

love and forgiveness found in Christ.  After that, becoming a good disciple of what we say 

we believe is of utmost importance.  

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

 “We collect shoebox gifts for children around the world as an expression of God’s love. Join us in spreading the Good News of 

the Gospel by packing shoeboxes.”   Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse 

If your family would like to fill their own box, shoeboxes are available outside the Prayer Intercessory Room for you to take. 

Directions for what and how to pack a shoebox are on the table with the shoeboxes. Our goal is 50 shoeboxes to reach 50 

children.  ALL SHOEBOXES ARE DUE BACK TO THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 18   For more information – 

gift suggestions, packing information, questions – contact Cheryl Smith. THANK YOU for opening your hearts this Christmas 

to children around the world. 
 

 

Church Offering Envelopes 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email 

( laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
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A Word of Encouragement Continues… 

 

During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of Encouragement” each 

Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to this endeavor.  Everyone who was touched 

by these weekly publications expressed their gratitude for them.  At the end of August, these shared words were 

discontinued.  Since the weather has turned colder and we most likely will not be able to gather outside, and many 

people do not feel comfortable attending inside worship, the SPRC decided to start that ministry, again.  Sue Van 

Arsdale was contacted to help oversee this much-needed publication.  She agreed and her daughter, Cara Babel will 

assist her in getting submissions ready for publication. 
 

Starting in November, we ask you to help in this endeavor, by writing a short 

meditation connecting it to scripture and ending with a short prayer.  Since 

November is typically Thanksgiving month, try to gear your meditation to 

thankfulness, and then, Advent follows, so share an Advent or Christmas 

meditation.  If we get a good response, we may continue this on into the new 

year to offer care and prayer to all who need encouragement throughout the 

winter months to come. 
 

Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com . 
 

Thank you, 

Claudia Baker, SPRC Chair 

 

 

Help…Hope…Healing… 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 

provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 

experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, 

and many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van 

Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 

 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).  

During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. 

You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
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WORSHIP GUIDE  
Sunday Nov 15th, 2020  

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  
 

GATHERING  
We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed 

through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 
 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE Dearest Lord Jesus, J. S. Bach 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
Leader: Who will be your people? 
People: God’s people will be my people 
 
Leader: Where will you go? 
People: Wherever God leads 
 
Leader: What are you willing to leave behind? 
People: Everything 
 
Leader: May our worship today lead us to a place where all of this may be so 
People: Let us worship God 
 
 
* OPENING PRAYER  
 
* HYMN UMH  89 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 

opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 

drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

fill us with the light of day! 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 

earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee, 

center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

call us to rejoice in thee. 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 

ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living, 

ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 



all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, 

lift us to the joy divine. 

4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus 

which the morning stars began; 

love divine is reigning o'er us, 

binding all within its span. 

Ever singing, march we onward, 

victors in the midst of strife; 

joyful music leads us sunward, 

in the triumph song of life. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Ruth 1: 1-10  NIV 

1 In the days when the judges ruled, [a] there was a famine in the land. So a man from 
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the 
country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 

3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons.  4 They married 
Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about 
ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons 
and her husband. 

6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the  LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing 
food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With 
her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the 
road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 

8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s 
home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead 
husbands and to me. 9 May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of 
another husband.” 

Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud  10 and said to her, “We will go back 
with you to your people.” 

 
HYMN UMH 140 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain: 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7129a


2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
* OFFERTORY  
 
*Doxology   UMH 95 
 
* SERMON TEXT Ruth 1:14-22  NIV 
 
14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth 
clung to her. 

15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go 
back with her.” 

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I 
will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my 
God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the  LORD deal with me, be it 
ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.”  18 When Naomi realized that Ruth 
was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 

19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in 
Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can 
this be Naomi?” 

20 “Don’t call me Naomi,[b]” she told them. “Call me Mara, [c] because the Almighty[d] has made 
my life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call 
me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted[e] me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” 

22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her 
daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning. 

 
Message: The Greater Generation 

 
 
HYMN  UMH 130 God Will Take Care Of You 

1. Be not dismayed whate'er betide, 

God will take care of you; 

beneath his wings of love abide, 

God will take care of you. 

Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 

through every day, o'er all the way; 
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he will take care of you, 

God will take care of you. 

2. Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 

when dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

3. All you may need he will provide, 

God will take care of you; 

nothing you ask will be denied, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

4. No matter what may be the test, 

God will take care of you; 

lean, weary one, upon his breast, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE O Worship the King, arr. David Chweiren 
 
Please remain seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you 


