
 Week of October 25 – November 1, 2020 
 

Sunday, October 25 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service - Our worship service is live-streamed, as well as recorded 

and later posted online. 

  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) Meeting 

Tuesday, October 27  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group   

Wednesday, October 28  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study  

  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class - Join us to view The Chosen series 

Sunday, November 1  Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. – turn your clocks back an hour! 

  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  

  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 

 11:00 a.m. – Service of Hope and Remembrance - Our worship service is live-streamed, 

as well as recorded and later posted online. 

  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship 
 

 

 
A Word of Encouragement Continues… 

 
During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of 
Encouragement” each Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to 
this endeavor.  Everyone who was touched by these weekly publications expressed their gratitude 
for them.  At the end of August, these shared words were discontinued.  Since the weather has 
turned colder and we most likely will not be able to gather outside, and many people do not feel 
comfortable attending inside worship, the SPRC decided to start that ministry, again.  Sue Van 
Arsdale was contacted to help oversee this much-needed publication.  She agreed and her 
daughter, Cara Babel will assist her in getting submissions ready for publication. 
 
Starting in November, we ask you to help in this endeavor, by writing a short meditation connecting 
it to scripture and ending with a short prayer.  Since November is typically Thanksgiving month, try 
to gear your meditation to thankfulness, and then, Advent follows, so share an Advent or Christmas 
meditation.  If we get a good response, we may continue this on into the new year to offer care and 
prayer to all who need encouragement throughout the winter months to come. 
 
Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com.  And, since November is upon 
us, I will make sure the first Wednesday in November is covered. 
 
Thank you, 
Claudia Baker, SPRC Chair 

 
 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide one-
to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community experiencing challenges in 
life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other life difficulties.  To 
receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 
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Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment”  
on Sundays where people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song,  

a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart.  
The purpose of this moment is to allow you an opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or less.   

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the welcoming area, or you may call the church office. 

 

 
Communion Sunday/Caring Cupboard Outreach 

 
Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.  
Our focus for November 1st and December 6th, which are the next two Communion Sundays, will 
be collecting items for Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets.   
 
Please consider bringing any of the following canned, bottled, or boxed items:  
sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, scalloped potatoes, applesauce, apple juice, canned fruit,  
hot chocolate mix, stuffing mix, gravy, corn, green beans, muffin/biscuit and/or cornbread mix.  
Paper products, such as napkins, paper towels, and bathroom tissue are also appreciated. 
 

Would you like to donate a frozen turkey or a ham? Please call the church office to let Linda know.   
May all we do bless others.  Many thanks! 

 

 
Church Offering Envelopes 

 
If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
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WORSHIP GUIDE  

Sunday Oct. 25th, 2020  

 

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  

 

GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed 

through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  The King of Love My Shepherd Is    Gerald Peterson 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Hear, people of God! 

God is speaking through winds and voices, 

Calling us to follow and serve. 

 

See, people of God! 

God is moving through the church and the world, 

Showing us how to love and lead. 

 

Believe, people of God! 

God is working through all creation, 

Drawing us into the warmth of the spirit. 

Let us worship God together.   

 

* OPENING PRAYER  

 

 

* HYMN  God of Grace and God of Glory    UMH 577 

 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

on the people pour thy power; 

crown thine ancient church's story, 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

Fears and doubts too long have bound us; 

free our hearts to work and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

 

 

 

 

3 Cure thy children's warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the search for thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

 



 

SCRIPTURE READING  From Psalm 90 

God you are my refuge and my strength, a present help in trouble. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from 

everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O mortal ones?” 

For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night. 

You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass which is renewed in the morning; in the 

morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.  

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. 

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands. 

 

 

HYMN  Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know    UMH 163   

 

1. Ask ye what great thing I know, 

that delights and stirs me so? 

What the high reward I win? 

Whose the name I glory in? 

Jesus Christ, the crucified. 

2. Who defeats my fiercest foes? 

Who consoles my saddest woes? 

Who revives my fainting heart, 

healing all its hidden smart? 

Jesus Christ, the crucified. 

3. Who is life in life to me? 

Who the death of death will be? 

Who will place me on his right, 

with the countless hosts of light? 

Jesus Christ, the crucified. 

4. This is that great thing I know; 

this delights and stirs me so: 

faith in him who died to save, 

him who triumphed o'er the grave: 

Jesus Christ, the crucified. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

 
Offering Celebration 

*Doxology           UMH 95 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

* SERMON TEXT   I Corinthians 13:1-13  NIV 

 

 If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If 

I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not 

have love, I gain nothing. 

 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
 

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they 

will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a 

child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 

put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we 

shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

 

SERMON     The Potter Principle 

 

 

SONG  They’ll Know We Are Christians by our Love   FWS 2223 

 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,  

we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 
 

 And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  

yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,  

we will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,  

and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: 
 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  

yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

we will work with each other, we will work side by side,  

and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride; 
 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  

yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE  Sing and Rejoice      Lani Smith 

 

Please remain seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you. 
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