Your Pastor’s Heart, continued

Join with me in praying for people whose lives have
been impacted by COVID-19. One of my colleagues shared a few facts last week which are interesting.
1. Population in Tyler County is somewhere
around 23,500. On Monday we reported 33 active cases. 1 out of every 700 have COVID.
Some of those reported positive are incarcerated and if you take the incarcerated numbers
out of these figures, the statistics improve.
2. No one has died in our County with COVID.
3. Our chances of catching it at church are less
than Walmart, Tractor Supply, the beauty shop
and Brookshire’s. Yes, even the Post Office.

The start-up of school means there is a time of promotion in our Bible Life Sunday School departments. The Preschool, Children, and Students will
be promoting to their new grade levels on Sunday,
August 9. We look forward to the new year... to a
fresh, energized year of learning, growing and understanding in the Lord.

The Wednesday Night Family Fellowship meal is
suspended until further notice.

We are praying for you. Continue to monitor your
health. Social distance when you come to church
(you may need to adjust where you sit), wear your
mask, and use the hand washing stations. Tell
someone Jesus loves them!

Grace and Peace,
David Mahfouz, D.Min

Did you know FBC Warren now has
Online Giving
available on our website?

The Mary Hill Davis Offering for Texas Missions
emphasis will start in September. Be watching
your mail for information on how you can take
an active roll in sharing the Good News with
those around our great state.
Stay tuned for more information.

Go to fbcwarren.org and look
for the tab on
the left for Online Giving

Students, like it or not, here we are preparing for another school year to start! I am sure some of you are very
excited, and others not so much. After the way the last
school year ended at home, this upcoming school year
with all the questions surrounding COVID 19 is one
that is sure to be filled with lots of changes. There are
uncertainties about how the classroom will be different,
and some students may even decide with their parents
that they will do distance learning from home. We are
not quite sure how athletics, band, and all the extracurricular activities are going to work. Regardless of what
changes are in store for you, there is always a constant
in life that we can cling to: our God never changes. In
Malachi 3:6, God tells us that He does not change. He
loves you and will always keep His promises. Jesus
walks beside you wherever you go, and, through every
change in life, He remains by our side, never to leave
us or forsake us.
I am praying for all of you this year. Remember that in
every circumstance we can choose to let our light shine
and let others see Jesus in us, or we can live with the
worry and fear along with the rest of the world who has
no hope.
Warriors for Christ, let’s shine bright!
Robert Craig
Minister to Students
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We continue to move forward at FBC
Warren and much like the fictional series
Star Trek…”to explore strange new
worlds, seeking new life and new civilizations, where no one has gone before.”

As I am writing this article our Preschool,
Children and Student ministry teams
have creatively designed a Bible School/
Camp ministry activity with Bible learning
projects for every age group.

Strange New World...When I drive
around our area folks continue in normal
patterns. Walmart and Brookshire Bros
are busy and Tractor Supply has a good
many cars on the lot. The Dollar stores in
the area (all four) report that business
has increased. I do see masks...as people are exercising caution in the midCOVID season. One of the business
owners told me that things are “different”
since being shut down and then being
allowed to open. Truly, it is uncharted
territories for many individuals.

The early church, rather than hunker
down in the middle of Roman oppression, found themselves imbued with the
Holy Spirit and reached thousands of
people for Christ. That is the challenge in
the middle of COVID-19...to be faithful in
proclaiming the Good News, Jesus
Saves.
New Civilizations...The consensus of
many of our Baptist leaders is that ministry following COVID-19 will look different
than it has before. Structures are changes. Nearly one-third of people who used
to attend church will not attend again.
Another third will want to stay on-line.
Many churches will cease operation,
which was a phenomenon we observed
following Hurricane Katrina, Rita, and
Ike. The challenge will be not only recovering from the COVID Pandemic, but preparing for the next challenge that comes
our way.

To our knowledge, we have not had anyone test positive with COVID who is a
part of the church family. The reports we
are seeing for our community of Warren
include the entire 77664 zip code...which
extends from Village Creek over toward
Fred and up to Hillister. We continue to
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The feedback from our on-line services
Continued to next page
has been wonderful as hundreds have
joined us each week and throughout the
Church Email: fbcwarren@att.net week to worship our Savior and Lord,
Website: fbcwarren.org
Jesus Christ. To God be the Glory!

