
SMALL GROUP MEDITATION 

February 12, 2017 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sirach 15:15-20; 1 Corinthians 2:6-10, 17; Matthew 5:17-37 

We live in times with the most lawsuits in history. In 2015, there were more than twice the 

number of lawyers per 10,000 US residents than in 1955. Americans spent approximately $1000 

per resident just on personal injury cases in 2012. As a people, we seem obsessed with the law, 

how others follow the law or do not, what the laws should protect and enforce, and how all of it 

affects us personally. When we read in today’s gospel reading from Matthew that Jesus came not 

to abolish the law but to fulfill the smallest part of it, we might be tempted to say, “About time! 

We need someone to get these people to straighten up and fly right!” We would fall short of 

hearing the true message Jesus teaches us in this passage, which is a continuation of his Sermon 

on the Mount.   

How does Jesus begin his teaching? He first says, “I have not come to abolish the law but to 

fulfill.” He sets the standard beyond the excellent adherence of the scribes and the Pharisees, 

who knew the law better than anyone, and prided themselves on their perfect adherence to its 

strict interpretation. “I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and the 

Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Righteousness refers to our relationship 

with God, not just our outward actions. He goes on to clarify by example. The pattern, “You 

have heard it said,” followed by, “but I say to you” shows us his new standard of holiness. It is 

not only in our actions, but in our hearts that we answer the call to a greater life of holiness. It is 

not enough to not kill another’s body, we cannot kill his or her spirit with our words of judgment. 

It is not enough to avoid the acts of adultery, or divorce or anger. Jesus calls us to a 

transformation of heart, where we replace judgment, lust, anger and hatred with compassion, true 

love, humility and forgiveness. Unless we grow in this way, we will not enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Let us encourage each other to strive for perfection of heart.  

For more information or to sign up for a small group contact Karen Fish at (952) 239-1949. 

Reflection Questions: 

 Many people in our culture measure a person’s morality by saying things like, “It’s not 

like I’m stealing, or cheating on my spouse, or killing someone. I’m not hurting anyone 

else. I’m basically a good person.” How does this passage answer that standard? What do 

you think Jesus would say to a person who measures his or her life in this way? What 

would you say? 

 Later in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “so be perfect, just as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) The Pharisees strived for perfection in following the 

law. How is Jesus’ idea of perfection different? What would you say to Jesus if you could 

ask him about this teaching? What does this kind of perfection look like in our everyday 

lives? How does God help us in living out this teaching? 

 Which is more difficult, to follow Jesus’ teaching about obedience to the commandments 

or to follow the Pharisee’s example? Why? How can we help each other follow his 

teaching? 



 Why does Jesus set such harsh consequences for not fulfilling the meaning of the 

commandments (“whoever says, ‘You fool’ will be liable to fiery Gehenna”; Gehenna 

was the Jewish concept of eternal hell)? What do you think he is trying to help us 

recognize and change in our lives?  

 What would the world be like if we as a society, a Church, a parish, a family, lived this 

new standard that Jesus teaches in this part of the Sermon on the Mount? What can you 

as an individual change today to begin living this way? Help each person in your group 

set one goal for the coming week to answer this call to be perfect. Share next week how 

your week went.  


