
SMALL GROUP MEDITATION 

May 7, 2017, 4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 23; 1 Peter: 2:20b-25; John 10:1-10 

Good Shepherd Sunday, falling about half way through Easter, reminds us that Jesus, even 

though he is God, leads us in a personal, intimate way as we live out our baptismal promise and 

mission. The image of sheep and their shepherd had deep meaning to the people of Jesus’ time. 

Sheep were a vital part of many people’s livelihood. To protect this valuable resource, many 

families worked together to build sheepfolds, which were enclosures surrounded by rock walls 

with only one gate through which each flock came and left. All the flocks were protected 

together, and shepherds usually took turns as gatekeeper, so only those shepherds whose sheep 

were in the sheepfold were allowed in. Each flock knew by voice the shepherd to whom it 

belonged. When he called, only his sheep followed him out. When Jesus says, he is our 

shepherd, he reveals that he calls us by name, individually, and leads us out in safety and 

protection.  

Starting with Acts chapter 2, we witness the profound transformation of the apostles upon 

receiving the Holy Spirit (recounted just before today’s passage, in Acts 2:1-13). Receiving the 

Holy Spirit prepared them to go on mission, to share what they had heard, seen and come to 

believe. Peter boldly proclaims the kerygma, the gospel message that Jesus Christ, the son of 

God, is the longed-for Messiah, crucified and raised as part of God’s plan to restore mankind to 

right relationship with Himself, by forgiving sins and sending his Holy Spirit to lead mankind 

back to the Father. Peter’s clear direction to “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” is the exact message the Church continues 

to share in her mission today. Why be baptized? Isn’t everyone going to heaven anyway? If we 

understand the intimate way Jesus leads us, as a shepherd of sheep who know his voice, then we 

understand that baptism is necessary to both remove sin that keeps us outside the sheepfold, and 

to give us the Holy Spirit so we can hear and recognize the true shepherd’s voice and so follow 

him and only him. What does following the true shepherd look like? The first letter of Peter 

gives one view. We are called to be patient when we suffer for doing the right thing, for living 

our values and faith. We are called to be like the shepherd. Psalm 23 gives another view. When 

we do follow the shepherd, he gives us protection, courage, refreshment and life eternal with 

him. Both are the blessings God showers upon us as we follow his voice.  

For more information or to sign up for a small group contact Karen Fish at (952) 239-1949. 

Reflection Questions: 

Reread the gospel passage and imagine what it was like to hear Peter’s message for the first time. 

What would your reaction be? Why is this message so important for the Church, for you and me, 

to continue to proclaim today?  What keeps us from doing just that? 

Which part of the Good Shepherd image draws you closer to Christ and why? Which part 

challenges you and why?  



In a homily for Good Shepherd Sunday in 1979, St. John Paul II challenged his listeners. “Jesus 

wants everyone to be a ‘good shepherd.’ Every Christian, by virtue of baptism, is called to be 

himself a ‘good shepherd’ in the environment in which he lives.” 

(http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1979/documents/hf_jp-

ii_hom_19790506_s-antonio-padova.html) What does this mean for you, in your environment? 

Share with each other one way you will try to be a good shepherd this coming week. Pray for 

each other to live this out. Next week, share with each other how your “good shepherd” deeds 

went.  
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