
SMALL GROUP MEDITATION 

November 12, 2017, Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

 In the last weeks of the liturgical year, our scripture readings remind us to be vigilant about the 

end, both the end of our individual lives and the end of time itself and the final judgment. We are 

reminded that we do not know when the end will come. How should we approach this 

uncertainty? A helpful piece of advice for any plan, is to look to the goal, and then figure out 

how to get there. Where do you want to end up when you die? Most of us can answer that we 

want to be in heaven. But the next question is harder to answer, and harder still to put into action: 

what do you have to do to get to heaven? The scripture readings of these weeks lay out the steps. 

Last week, we read about the Pharisees and their lack of charity and humility. This week, we 

read about the wise and unwise virgins. The wise virgins were prudent in their planning for the 

wedding feast. Charity, humility, wisdom, prudence; these are some of the virtues that help us 

live a life that leads to heaven. The Catechism of the Catholic Church devotes an entire section 

to the virtues, because they are so necessary to a life worthy of heaven (Article 7 in Part III). “A 

virtue is an habitual and firm disposition to do the good. It allows the person not only to perform 

good acts, but to give the best of himself. The virtuous person…pursues the good and chooses it 

in concrete actions.” (CCC 1803) By living a life of virtue, we are gradually building habits that 

lead to holiness, and a holy life will lead to heaven.  

For more information or to sign up for a small group contact Karen Fish at (952) 239-1949. 

Reflection Questions: 

• Read Part III, Article 7, on the virtues in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, (online at 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-

catholic-church/index.cfm ). The four cardinal virtues are prudence, temperance, justice and 

fortitude. Discuss what each of the virtues means, and how you try to live them in your life.  

• The three theological virtues are faith, hope and charity. Discuss what each of these means, 

and how you try to live them in your life. 

• There are many other moral virtues, such as wisdom, courage, and patience. Is there a virtue 

that is particularly strong in your life? Is there a virtue that you need to strengthen? What can 

you do to build up that virtue?   
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