
SMALL GROUP MEDITATION 

October 1, 2017, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 18:25-28; Psalm 25; Philippians 2:1-11 Matthew 21:28-32 

We have all heard the lament, “That’s not fair!” More than likely, we have made the complaint 

ourselves when we expected one outcome, and received a very different, unexpected outcome, 

not to our liking or in our favor. Perhaps we have even complained to God, as pointed out in 

today’s first reading from Ezekiel, “You say, ‘The Lord’s way is not fair!’” In our dealings with 

one another, it seems reasonable to expect that we get what we pay for, we get what we earn, we 

are treated as we treat others. That is fairness, and so we put the same expectations on God. 

However, God is not limited by our narrow definition of fairness, even though we want him to fit 

our expectations. In the second reading, Paul explains to the Philippians just how much God 

places mercy ahead of fairness. Jesus did not grasp at equality with God, even though that was 

completely fair, since he was God’s son. He chose the ultimate merciful path, becoming man, 

being obedient to the Father to the point of death as reparation for our sins. Paul challenges us to 

“have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus”, mercy ahead of fairness. This is also 

the lesson Jesus tries over and over to teach the Pharisees. Because tax collectors and prostitutes, 

sinners, are repenting of their sins and accepting God’s mercy, they will be welcomed into the 

kingdom of God. The Pharisees, still bound by narrow sense of fairness, cannot see their sins, do 

not repent, and cannot receive God’s mercy. Let us pray for the grace of choosing mercy over 

fairness.  

For more information or to sign up for a small group contact Karen Fish at (952) 239-1949. 

Reflection Questions: 

• Share a time when you have been treated unfairly by another person. How did you respond? 

Why did you think the situation was unfair? What would have made it fair? How could you 

have acted mercifully? 

• Now share a time when you have been treated mercifully by another person. How did you 

respond? How did it affect your desire and ability to treat someone else mercifully? 

• Reread the first part of today’s passage from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians (2:1-4). How 

does Paul describe mercy? How do you describe mercy? 

• Think of a relationship or situation in which mercy is needed in your life. Ask your group to 

pray with you and for you to bring mercy to this person. Make a plan of how you can do so. 

Share next week how it worked out. 


