
SMALL GROUP MEDITATION 

September 10, 2017, Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95; Romans 13:8-10; Matthew 18:15-20 

We all have had moments in our past that we would like to “do over”. A heated argument with a 

loved one, a decision that led to suffering, humiliation or failure, a missed opportunity for charity 

or forgiveness; all these can haunt us with shame and regret when we dwell on the past. Because 

we cannot go back in time and change the events that have already happened, we often hold onto 

the shame, the anger, or the regret, living in that past darkness. Doing so will lead to further 

damage in our relationships. In today’s Scripture passages, God teaches us how we, as his 

people, must treat these times when we or another person breaks the communion we have with 

each other. In the passage from Ezekiel, God emphasizes our responsibility to each other to deal 

with the sins that damage our relationships. God plainly warns us that we will be held 

accountable for not helping others turn from sin by speaking to them. We are a community of 

God’s people responsible for each person’s well-being. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, reminds 

us that in all our actions, even fraternal correction, we are to act in love of the other person. How 

do we do this? Jesus lays out the steps to a new beginning when a person sins: we correct in 

private, gradually bringing more people into the situation to help the person repent and begin 

again. We do so to help heal the damage done to the community by that person’s sinful act, and 

restore the community between us. We do so to help every person begin again, because our God 

is a God of new beginnings, new mercies every day.  

For more information or to sign up for a small group contact Karen Fish at (952) 239-1949. 

Reflection Questions: 

• Fraternal correction is one of the spiritual works of mercy, yet most of us do not perform this 

work of mercy well. In what ways do we fail to do so? Why is it so important that the Church 

makes it a work of mercy for each Christian? 

• What does Christian fraternal correction (“admonishing the sinner”) look like if done in the 

spirit God describes in today’s readings? What characteristics does it have? With what is it 

not concerned? What should be the result of this action? 

• Why is it difficult in today’s culture to fulfill our responsibility to help each other turn from 

sin? What prevents us from doing so? What can help us overcome these obstacles? 

• Share a time you have been corrected for something you know was wrong, or you corrected 

someone else for his or her sin. How was it handled well or not so well? What was the result 

to your relationship with the other person? What could have been done differently? 


