
SMALL GROUP MEDITATION 

August 20, 2017, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Psalm 67; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28 

Seeing Jesus as a teacher has been common from the very beginning of his ministry. Indeed, his 

title, rabbi, means teacher. So, it is natural to look at his actions and his words for instruction. 

Matthew’s gospel is organized into 5 books, each with a narrative of Jesus’ activities and then a 

discourse, in which Jesus specifically teaches in a sermon. The fourth book of Matthew’s gospel, 

(chapters 14-18), revolves around Jesus’ instruction of Peter and the apostles for their role as the 

foundation of his Church. Given this background, what is Jesus teaching the apostles, and us, in 

today’s passage? First, let us look at his actions. John the Baptist had just been killed by Herod, 

so Jesus withdrew from Galilee to a place even further from Jerusalem. He fed 5000 people in 

the wilderness. He walked on a stormy sea to his apostles in their perilous boat. He corrected the 

Pharisees who criticized his disciples for not washing their hands before they ate. He healed 

many suffering people in another Gentile territory, just by allowing them to touch his clothes. In 

today’s passage, he interacted with a Canaanite woman, a Gentile outside the community of 

Israel. It was a strange interaction; first he ignored her, then he almost insulted her by comparing 

her to a dog. (Dogs were stray scavengers in Israel much like we consider rodents or raccoons 

today.) But the lesson did not end there. His words to the Canaanite woman are full of meaning 

and instruction. “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you desire.” (Matt 

15:28) From calling her “woman” to acknowledging her great faith, Jesus taught Peter, the 

apostles, and is teaching us many important lessons about the way we live as the Church, both 

individually as members of the body of Christ, and as his Church, his bride on earth.  

For more information or to sign up for a small group contact Karen Fish at (952) 239-1949. 

Reflection Questions: 

• In going to the district of Tyre and Sidon, Jesus went outside the boundaries of Jewish 

territory, yet he says to the Canaanite woman, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel.” Does this seem inconsistent to you? Read the following passages: Matthew 13:53-

58; 14: 34-36; 16:13-20. Nazareth was Jesus’ hometown in Galilee. Both Gennesaret and 

Caesarea Philippi were Gentile territories. What wisdom is Jesus teaching about who can be 

saved and how? How does this wisdom affect our ideas and decisions about our own 

Catholic Church and our parish? 

• Notice the change in Jesus’ tone towards the Canaanite woman in this passage. Recall that 

Scripture cannot contradict itself in teaching the truths about God and his plan of salvation. If 

that is true, why do you think Jesus started out by comparing her to a dog, and ended by 

calling her “woman”, (read John 2:4), and praising her great faith and healing her daughter? 

What truth is he trying to reveal? 

• No one could be in Jesus’ presence and escape his teaching. What did he try to teach the 

apostles in this event? What lesson did he teach the Canaanite woman? What lesson is he 

teaching his Church? What lesson is he teaching you?  

• One of the many areas in which Jesus taught the truths of his kingdom is prayer. Discuss 

how this passage changes your views on your own prayer. If you are comfortable, share one 



prayer you have been making that is not being answered. How do you deal with that? What 

could God be trying to teach you?  


