
SMALL GROUP MEDITATION 

July 30, 2017, Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Psalm 119; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-52 

For the last three Sundays, we have heard the parables from the thirteenth chapter of the gospel 

of Matthew. This section of the Matthew’s gospel is called the “3rd Discourse”, or the third set of 

Jesus’ teachings to his disciples and the larger community. Why did Jesus use parables to teach 

his disciples? In the series of study guides, Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: Commentary, Notes & 

Study Questions, Scott Hahn and Curtis Mitch explain that Jesus used parables for two purposes: 

to teach his followers about the divine mysteries of God and his kingdom, and as judgment on 

those who rejected him (Matthew, p. 41). Those who opened their hearts to Jesus as Messiah and 

Lord learned with deep understanding who he was and what he was promising. Those who 

closed their hearts were kept in the dark, which as we know, led to sorrow, senseless suffering 

and ultimately, eternal separation from God.  

Today’s parables encourage us to never stop searching for the treasure that is hidden in a life 

surrendered to the Lord. By the world’s standards, a person who sells all that he or she has with 

joy, to buy a field with a hidden treasure in it, is insane. By the world’s standards, a jeweler who 

sells everything for just one pearl is crazy. But as we learn in the last two sayings, we are not 

going to be judged by the world’s standards at the end of time. We will be judged by how much 

we strive for righteousness, for right relationship with God and with our brothers and sisters. As 

Jesus explains, God has chosen us for heaven, but leaves it to us to choose his way, his truth and 

his life. What is your choice? 

For more information or to sign up for a small group contact Karen Fish at (952) 239-1949. 

Reflection Questions: 

- In our first reading, the Lord explicitly asks Solomon to choose a blessing. Solomon 

chooses a great pearl, asking for the wisdom to lead the kingdom of Israel. What do you 

think helped Solomon make such a wise choice? How do you prepare yourself to make 

wise choices according to God’s will and not the world’s?  

- How much is the kingdom of heaven worth to you? What would you be willing to give 

up to grow closer to God and his desire for your salvation? What is holding you back 

from taking the next step in surrender to God? What do you need to take that next step? 

- In several of the parables, Jesus describes the final judgment, (Matthew 13: 24-30; 47-50; 

52). How can we understand these as a cause for hope, not fear? Describe places in our 

world where you see goodness and growth in virtue among the “weeds” and “bad fish”. 

Why would God allow the two to grow together? What does that say for us and for our 

fellow humans?  
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