
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 17th, 2017)

(Sir 27:30-28:7;   Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35)

When we hear the story about the ungrateful servant in today's gospel, it is hard to imagine ourselves 
behaving as he did.  How could someone who has just been forgiven a large debt fail to see the fellow 
servant as deserving of the same forgiveness of the smaller debt?  Perhaps the key factor is the 
awareness of being forgiven and blessed by God.  If we forget that we are the beneficiaries of blessings
we do not deserve, we might start to see our blessings as benefits that we have earned through our own 
effort and merits.  If we feel we have earned our blessings, then it is much easier to imagine that a 
fellow servant has not earned the right to our forgiveness and to refuse to forgive him.  Jesus tells us 
that our forgiveness must come “from the heart” and not be just a formality.  This can be hard to do.

The first reading from Sirach has a similar message: Forgive others so that we might be forgiven.  
Sirach offers the advice that meditating on death and decay will help us achieve this forgiveness of 
others.  St. Paul in the second reading also mentions death in reference to doing everything for the 
“Lord of the living and the dead.”  The next verse after today's selection from Romans 14 is “Why then 
do you judge your brother? Or you, why do you look down on your brother? For we shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of God.” So perhaps thinking about our own death will help us in the hard job 
of forgiving others from the heart.

• How do I see myself in relation to God?  Do I see myself as an unworthy servant asking for 
forgiveness and blessings?  Or do I see my blessings as the result of my own hard work?

• Do I sometimes set standards for others that are higher than the standards I set for myself?
• What thoughts come to mind when you meditate on your own death?  Does it help you to be 

more forgiving?
• The reading from Sirach says the sinner hugs tight onto wrath and anger.  If you have ever done 

that, how did it make you feel?  Does it ever give you satisfaction?  Or do you just feel upset?
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