
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 8th, 2017)

(Is 5:1-7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43)

The first reading from Isaiah and the Gospel according to Matthew both tell stories of God's people 
failing God and God enacting judgment on them. In the Gospel the people are tenant farmers who 
failed to return to the master the produce of the grape vines or even acknowledge the master's authority.
In the reading from Isaiah the people are represented by the grape vines themselves which produce only
useless wild grapes.  In both cases the people fail God and are severely punished.  These readings are 
disturbing because we are afraid we might be like those tenants or those unproductive vines and be 
dealt with harshly by God.  How can we be sure we are producing enough, or producing the right kind 
of fruit?  It is enough to make anyone anxious.

Against this backdrop, the words of St. Paul in the second reading have a contrasting message: “Have 
no anxiety at all” and “the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.”  Based on just our own merits we cannot achieve the level of fruitfulness that 
God expects from us.  But with God all things are possible.  And so Paul is telling the Philippians that 
by relying on God they can have the grace to be as fruitful as God wants them to be.  They only have to
ask Him for that help with prayer and thanksgiving.

• How do you interpret Paul's words of “Have no anxiety at all” when there are times that seem 
to call for some measure of anxiety?

• Paul says we should think about things that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, gracious, and 
worthy of praise.  Are there times when you have instead chosen to spend your time thinking 
about the things that you see that are blatantly false, dishonorable, unjust, impure, ugly, 
ungracious and blameworthy?  At such times what could you do to regain a measure of trust in 
the “peace of God?”

• The wicked tenants in today's Gospel began thinking of themselves as owners of the vineyard, 
and so they felt free to keep all the fruits of their labor.  Think of some ways in modern life in 
which we ought to think of ourselves as tenants in the Lord's vineyard rather than owners.
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