
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 30, 2016)

St. Paul tells the Thessalonians “We always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his 
calling and powerfully bring to fulfillment every good purpose and every effort of faith”.  Paul does not 
say that they will bring these things to fulfillment. He prays that God will do it.  In some cases, those 
who are called to do the work of spreading the gospel may not even be around any more when their 
good purposes and efforts of faith are brought to their fulfillment.  This should be a comfort to those 
who try to take responsibility for the entire job.  The mission is very much a team effort.  And the team 
is not confined to those we see every day or even those who live in our present time.  There is a “cloud 
of witnesses” in heaven, cheering us on and praying for our efforts.  They are on the team too.  “One 
sows and another reaps.”  We need not be discouraged if we do not always see the fruits of our labors 
for God.

The first reading from Wisdom is also a message of comfort.  We are reminded of God's mercy and 
patience with us sinners.  We are guided by God's gentle hand toward repentance, wherein God wishes 
to overlook our sins.  God's spirit is in all things.  That includes us. When we think of God's spirit 
dwelling inside us, we can more easily accept the fact that God loves us personally and as a people.

The gospel of Luke brings a message of comfort to one sinner – Zacchaeus.  He willingly admitted his 
sin and promised to make restitution.  Despite the grumblings of the bystanders who may have been 
victims of Zacchaeus's extortion, Jesus honors Zacchaeus by staying with him in his house.  Jesus is 
more interested in saving than in condemning.  Note that Jesus made the first move.  Zacchaeus may 
have climbed the tree out of curiosity, but Jesus took that small effort on the part of Zacchaeus and 
turned it into an occasion for salvation.  Jesus takes the first step with us too, inviting us again and 
again into a relationship that can bring salvation to our house.

Reflection Questions:
• “Before the Lord the whole universe is as a grain from a balance”.  Does this make it difficult 

to believe that such a God could care about me?
• How would thinking about God's spirit dwelling in us change the way we go about our daily 

lives?  Do I think of this often enough?
• Zacchaeus was not embarrassed to climb a tree to see Jesus.  Would I be embarrassed to appear 

childish for Jesus' sake?


