
28th Sunday in ordinary time, October 15, 2017

(Isaiah 25:6-10a; Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20; Matthew 22:1-14)

“What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard and what has not entered the human heart, what God 
has prepared for those who love him”.  1 Cor 2:9

In today’s reading, Isaiah paints the picture of what it is like in heaven.  He describes the heavenly 
banquet in great detail.  Sounds like some feast.   In addition, he tells that the veil of sin is broken and 
death is defeated.  All are invited in.

In today’s world, we receive “save the date” cards.  That is the precursor to receiving the official 
invitation. In the time of Christ, the King would make it known that there would be a wedding banquet 
sometime in the future, which meant, “Later I will tell you when to come, be ready”.   At the date that fit
his needs, the king would send out the messengers to tell the guest, “come the feast is ready” and he 
expected them to come.  

In the gospel, we hear how God wants all of us to come to the banquet.  It is special and it is for all of us.
He sends messengers to call us to follow his ways.  The people killed them.  Finally, God sent his son.  
Jesus came to teach, heal and forgive and then Jesus took our sins to the cross to pay the ransom for all 
sins. And yes, he was killed.

So how does all that explain why the man was thrown out of the banquet?  All that accepted the 
invitation to the heavenly feast needed to “put on” Christ.  That was required.  You could call it the 
“wedding garment”.   Clearly, the man who was thrown out had not put on Christ and therefore did not 
belong there.

• What part of Isaiah’s portrayal of heaven interests you the most?

• How is the mercy of God shown in the gospel?

• Do you see that God offers many chances to embrace him but each of us has a time limit?

• How do you feel about the one who was thrown out of the banquet?


