
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Nov. 19, 2017)

(Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; 1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30)

In the Spiderman movie Peter Parker is told “with great power comes great responsibility.” So it is in 
today's gospel. The one who received five talents used his gifts well and produced five more for his 
master. He did not just keep the gifts for his own benefit, but diligently generated more good from what
had been entrusted to him.  We normally think of the talents as representing monetary wealth or things 
that can be traded for wealth.  But the talents can also represent the gifts of faith. Looking around us 
and around our world, we see that faith is not distributed the same to all.  We who have been entrusted 
with the knowledge of Christ and his salvation have a duty not to just bury that gift in the ground, but 
to invest that gift of faith in ways that further the Kingdom of God.

In the reading from Proverbs we hear about the Ideal Wife.  Verse 25 (which was skipped in the 
reading) also says “she laughs at the days to come,” which means she anticipates the future with 
gladness free from anxiety.  So in addition to being productive and generous, the ideal wife is also 
reassuring to her family.  But how can she do that in the midst of uncertain times?  It could not be by 
taking control of their lives, for no matter how much control we think we have, we are ultimately in 
God's hands and subject to His providence.  The assurances the ideal wife provides and the gladness 
with which she anticipates the future can come only from faith and trusting in God's providence.

• Do I identify with the servant who was given five talents?  Two talents? One talent?

• Am I envious of people who have been given more blessings and fewer challenges in life? If so,
how can I overcome that envy?

• What does God's providence mean to me? Is it a source of anxiety or reassurance?

• How can we all (male and female) be like the “worthy wife” and bring good, rather than evil, all
the days of our lives?

• How can I use the great gift of faith to further the Kingdom of God?
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