
5th Sunday of Easter (May 14th, 2017)
(Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14: 1-12)

The reading from John 14 is called the “Last Discourse.”  It takes place at the Passover in Jerusalem.  
The disciples are very aware of the antagonism between them and the Jewish authorities.  They fear for 
their lives.  Jesus has been dropping hints about his imminent departure and separation from them; this 
troubles them too.  Just before this discourse, in chapter 13, Jesus says “My children, I am not to be 
with you much longer.”  It seems the disciples have good reason to be troubled.  Yet the very first thing 
Jesus says to them in the Last Discourse is “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”

Jesus knows we all have troubles.  The answer he proposes is “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”  If 
his answer was sufficient to strengthen the disciples as they faced public ridicule and martyrdom, that 
answer should be sufficient to strengthen us in our everyday troubles.  We can call upon Jesus when we
feel troubled.  He may not make our troubles go away.  He certainly didn't make the troubles of those 
disciples go away. But knowledge of Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life can put those troubles in 
their proper perspective and help us endure those troubles that must be endured.

• What troubles in your life have you been able to face more confidently by laying them at the 
feet of Jesus?

• Discuss each of  these -- “the way,” “the truth,” and “the life” -- and how they can be found in 
Jesus.

In the first reading from Acts, we see seven men chosen to “wait on tables” - that is perform the 
corporal works of mercy, like feeding the widows.  One of them is Stephen, a man filled with faith and 
the holy spirit.  Although this ministry is first presented as not as significant as the “higher” calling of 
prayer and ministry of the word, it is notable that this same Stephen is also the one who, in the very 
next chapter, is stoned to death as the first martyr for Christ.  So apparently any ministry or profession 
has opportunities for living (and dying) for the faith.

• How can you carry your faith into your everyday life?

In the second reading, Peter suggests that Christ's followers “offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.” 

• What might “spiritual sacrifices” mean?
• How are you making them?


