
Small Group Meditation

March 18, 2018

Fifth Sunday of Lent – Jer. 31:31-34, Ps. 51:3-4, 12-15, Heb. 5:7-9, Jn. 12:20-33

In the first reading from Jeremiah, God promises to renew the old broken covenant by putting His law 
within the people and writing it upon their hearts.  The Lord says, “I will be their God and they shall be 
my people. I will forgive their evildoing and remember their sin no more.” Psalm 51 cries out for the 
grace of internal renewal on a personal level, repentance. “Create a clean heart in me O God. Have 
mercy on me.”  

In Hebrews, the author recounts the Lord’s reverence for His Father. Jesus was obedient to His Farther.  
He was not spared from death, but He was indeed saved from death in the sense of being raised from 
the dead. He did not back off from trust in the Father and the purpose for which He came.  

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us that when a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it produces much 
fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal 
life.

For more information or to sign up for a small group, contact Karen Fish at (952)239-1949.

Reflection Questions:

 How do you experience the presence of God in the world and in your life?

 How has your understanding of Jesus’ suffering deepened over time?

 Like a grain of wheat, what must we let fall to the ground and die, so we may bear fruit for God’s
Kingdom?

 How can we help people we encounter looking for Jesus to find Him?

 What can we do when we experience our own agony and struggles in life?

 Jesus was obedient to His Father.  What are your feelings about obedience?


