
2nd Sunday of Lent (March 12th, 2017)
(GN 12:1-4A;2 TM 1:8B-10; MT 17:1-9)

In 2002, Pope John Paul II suggests the new category of the Luminous Mysteries be used when praying
the rosary on Thursdays.  These five mysteries “illuminate” who Jesus is.  Fourth on this list is the 
transfiguration, which is described in today's gospel.  Looking at the other mysteries in this list we see 
the baptism of Jesus, his first miracle at Cana, his proclamation of the kingdom of God, and the 
institution of the eucharist. The transfiguration serves an important purpose in our understanding of 
who Jesus is.  We should remember that this was not an easy question for the early Church.  It certainly
was not easily understood by Peter, James and John up on that mountain.  Peter was so confused that he
started babbling about building tents!  But it is encouraging that even if we, like Peter, do not have all 
the right answers, we can still go on to being favored by God if our heart is in the right place.  The 
meaning of the transfiguration is explained in the voice from heaven: “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”  Yet, hundreds of years later, the question of the divinity of 
Jesus was being argued and was the source of some heresies.

In the second reading, Paul writes: “Bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that 
comes from God.”  But what is our share of hardship? Is it whatever we think is fair? This is answered 
by Paul in the next verse: “He saved us and called us to a holy life, not according to our works but 
according to his own design...”  It is by God's design that we are called.  It is by His design that our 
share of hardship for the gospel is assigned.  Some may have to endure more than others.  We may have
to endure much at some times and very little at other times.  These are times of God's choosing, not 
ours.  We can only trust in His design, even though we don't know it.  So when leading a gospel life 
serves up hardship unexpectedly, we nonetheless can thank God that we have been called.

Reflection Questions:
• The transfiguration shows who Jesus is. Who is Jesus in my own life?  A friend?  A judge? A 

parent? A God?
• Have I ever been confused, like Peter, as to who Jesus is in my life?
• What share of hardship for the gospel have I had to endure?  Did I ask for it or did God assign it

to me according to his design?
• Abram in the first reading was also given a call by God's design, but it was a call to receive a 

blessing - to be made a great nation.  Have I ever been unexpectedly blessed by God? 


