
The 4th Sunday in Lent (March 11, 2018)

(2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21)

Today's readings are about condemnation and salvation.  The first reading gives a summary of the 
Babylonian captivity – the reasons for it and the end of it after 70 years. The Lord condemned the 
Kingdom of Judah for their infidelity, but only after giving them many chances to return to Him. And 
even then His condemnation was not permanent. 

God's reluctance to condemn shows God's incomprehensible love for His people, and gives us hope, a 
hope that appears in the Gospel's well-known, tender conversation with Nicodemus. Although 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin, his later appearances in the Gospel show he
was sympathetic to Jesus. Their dialog reads as if Jesus is talking with a friend. In their conversation, 
we can see a little bit of the mind of God. 

The first reading sounds like a judge explaining to a group of defendants why they are being sent to 
prison. But the Gospel sounds more like an chagrined and loving father pleading with his kid to drive 
more carefully for his own safety after an auto accident. Jesus says he is not here to condemn. 
Nevertheless, condemnation will occur if we don't follow his advice to avoid sin as we drive through 
life. We can almost hear the tears in his voice as Jesus pleads with us to choose the salvation he offers. 
He loves every single one of us and does not want any of us to perish.

• The condemnation represented by the Babylonian captivity and the subsequent redemption 
represented by the decision of King Cyrus 70 years later are applied to the nation as a whole, 
while the Gospel seems to speak of individual salvation – one person at a time. How do these 
two types of condemnation and salvation apply to today?

• In what ways is God's love similar to man's love? In what ways is it different?

• Review the second reading where Paul describes salvation as a grace that we cannot earn. Are 
there times when you feel tempted to think of salvation as something you can earn?

• If you believe that you are saved by grace and justified, not because of anything you have done 
or earned by yourself, but because God is gracious, might that belief lead you to trust too much 
in God's saving mercy as you put off doing good works?  Why or why not?

• Nicodemus was a Pharisee.  His admiration for Jesus might not be appreciated by his particular 
faith community.  How does our own identification with a faith community help our faith and 
good works?  How might it hinder them?

• There's a saying that goes, "Works are like shoes that God has prepared for us to walk in."  Do 
you agree?
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